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Jesus said: “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in Him. If God has been glorified
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, | am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.’ |
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Jn 13:31-35

“O mother of God,
wellspring of life,
Pray tor us!”
\ Blessings for
the Month of May
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Last Thursday, we celebrated the Feast of the

Ascension, which holds great significance in our Christian
faith. It is the completion of Jesus" earthly mission.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In our Creed, we profess our belief that Jesus "ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father." This
Ascension is Jesus' triumphant return to the heavenly
dwellings and to the Father, where He prepares a place for all
the faithful. This is a source of hope, assuring us that we will
one day share in His boundless joy and eternal glory.

For forty days following His resurrection, the Risen Lord
appeared to His disciples, speaking to them about the
Kingdom of God and preparing them for the next phase of
their journey. Throughout these forty days of Easter, we have
walked alongside the disciples, reflecting on the Lord's
apparitions in our weekly Gospel readings.

The Son of God came among us not only to share our life on
earth but also to invite us to dwell with Him in the Heavenly

Kingdom. He went ahead to prepare a place for us in His
Father's house (Jn 14:2), so that we may abide with Him and
never be left as orphans in this world. As Jesus separates
Himself from His disciples, He gives them a roadmap for their
earthly lives: "Go, make disciples of all the nations...and teach
them)to observe all that | have commanded you" (Matt 28:
19-20).

The Feast of the Ascension, occurring forty days after the
Resurrection, signifies the completion of Jesus' earthly life. It
took place on the Mount of Olives, bearing witness to Jesus'
continued presence among us in a renewed way. He
transcends the confines of a specific place, entering all space
and time, intimately close to each and every individual.

Although Jesus has ascended and fulfilled His mission, He has
not left us alone. Soon, the Feast of Pentecost will arrive, when
the Holy Spirit will descend upon us, making His dwelling
within us and providing us with guidance. Jesus remains with
us through the Eucharist, enabling us to experience a
profound union with Him even here on earth.

Beloved, the Ascension is a reminder that God introduces us
to an incredible hope—the promise of sharing in His glory
through the bond of love. And this hope is not a distant dream
but a present reality in Christ Jesus, who has gone before us.
May our earthly pilgrimage remain always focussed on our
eternal home - heaven!

I wish you a blessed week!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay




"As | have loved you"

Can we be honest when asking ourselves: “Are we walking in love, just
as Christ loved us and offered Himself to the Father as an oblation for
us?” This is a very personal question, especially for us who have
dedicated our lives to the service of God and to His Church.

Even though Jesus showed many signs and wonders in his mission on
earth, still there were those who did not believe Him. It should be no
surprise to us then, in whatever ministry we are involved, when we
are faced with the same doubts and rejections. Where does our
encouragement and consolation come from, to endure the trials we
face today? Our consolation and our model is Jesus, the Christ. We
have no other choice but to walk in love, if we are truly to follow his
commandment to “love one another.”

We do not fear, if we place ourselves at the foot of His Cross, with Mary
our Mother. Thisis how John the Beloved was able to endure the sight
of the crucified Christ, even after all the other disciples had deserted
Jesus on Calvary. This is how we endure our own crosses every day,
standing by the side of Mary, the Mother of God. Our Blessed Mother
paid no heed to the praises or to the condemnations of men. She
imitated the Son whom she herself taught and nurtured and directed.
In her humility, we are made strong. In her obedience, we follow the
Will of the Father.

The Word of God reminds us that there is no greater love than the love
of God for His people, and that our hearts must not focus on the
winning of praises for ourselves, but our hearts must perceive, and
believe in the mission that Christ has left for us. We have been called,
and we have been chosen to do the Will of the Father in making
disciples of all nations. The Church has given us wonderful role
models to encourage and to inspire us on this seemingly impossible

path of unconditional love - saints who have walked in the footsteps
of Christ, who still walk among us even today, following the footsteps
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

“Love one another, as | have loved you” - this is what He asked of us,
and this is the example we must give to others, for they will know
that we are Christians by our love. We cannot fear when we love, for
God is Love. We are His children, the heirs to His Kingdom...let us live
lives worthy of such an inheritance. Let us speak with words of love,
think with thoughts of love, and act with hearts of love. Let us walk in
love, giving glory and thanks to God the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit

Salwa Elias
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Sunday 18 June 2023
8:30am-2:30pm
51 Joseph's Baulkham Hills
Speaker; Mrs Houda Jilwan
For ages 25 and over

Cost: 5800
SMS halistte 0403 133 502 to reghiter
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NEW AGED CARE HOME OUR LADY MERCY PLACE
HARRIS PARK

We have wonderful news to share with our community; we are getting closer to
the opening of the new Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park, aged care home. As a
member of our Maronite community, you still have an opportunity to secure a
place at the new home. In pride of place adjoining the Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral, this new home will offer beautiful accommodation right in the
heart of the community. You and your loved one will be assured of the highest
quality accommodation and care.
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By joining the list before the home opens, you will also have the opportunity to
also have exclusive access to the first Open Day. If you are already on the waiting
list a member of the team at Mercy Health will have reached out to you directly. If

you have missed their call, please contact them on (02) 6022 5800 or email
OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au

.' UPCOMING EVENTS
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CALL: 0424 62 77 30

Maronite Flame Teens

Years 7-9 run every Saturday
4-6pm
Youth Centre

Come Alive

Years 10-12 run fortnightlyWednesday
7-9pm
Seniors room
Contact Rachel 047T2TE07T for more infermation
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Scan to check all the
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contact details.



Sunday 21 May:

Tth Sunday of the Resurrection

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Fayza Younan widow of the
late Nabih Dib Younan from Wadi Qannoubine

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late George Habib Eshoo from Egypt
husband of Nadia Geres Hanna Maroun from Karem Al Mohr
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Marie Elias Frangi widow of
the late Tansa Mikhael Sabat from Hadchit

5:00pm Mass for the Eve of the Feast of St Rita including the Rite
of Blessing of the Roses, Bread, Oil and Procession

7:00pm the late Ronda Bou Abboud wife of Salem Yaacoub from
Tannourine (died in Lebanon)

Monday 22 May:

Feast of St Rita

6:00pm The late Father Bernard Haouchab from Bekaakafra
(died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 23 May:
6:00pm One year Mass for the late Hanneh Mtanios Bou Antoun

Friday 26 May:
5:00pm Procession to celebrate the end of the Marian Month of
May throughout the Streets of Harris Park

6:00pm Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, commemorating his 10th episcopal
anniversary followed by refreshments in the Parish Hall.

Saturday 27 May:
Masses 7:30am and 6:00pm

Sunday 28 May:

Pentecost Sunday, Rite of Adoration and Blessing of the Water
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am One year Mass for the late Malakeh Tannous wife of
Antoine Najib Mekary from Zgharta

7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Emile Elias Feghali from
Bssous - Aley

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPA

from Imar WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 14/05/2023

Plates: $12,480 | Donations: $100 | Candles: $189
Wednesday 24 May:
7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Fred Rafic Essey from PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
Kfarsghab CYPC: $3,456,518 CYPC: $36,725 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,137,859

UNITS: $12,047 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
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WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!
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A CEVWUFTTUPREWEHN Many parishioners came together
DK ILMOMNMARDOGTMNGI ®S for the first session of “theology of
) the body” talk led by Simon
ZNROEBLIDALNWINCS Carrington. Many found this talk to
EQOEAI YIETSTALUE Last Sunday we had the joy of be an eye openerand willbe
ZV SSCESTIWEKEKHSTYEKEHN welcoming eight new members into running over the next 6 weeks
_ our beloved Sodality.
e ] The Mass was a beautiful celebration
MTZREKARROIZSGDOASZS of faith and unity as we witnessed
E ST APCEGAPTCTUTHS A these individuals commit
themselves to a life of service and
v Db GG THMI I XM ALMEF i i i L
a gﬁ;lggggl'ilt 'fs trqlly mspmn'grt]o Sef] The Sodality of OLOL were invited
KDORDRVUDHBTIUCD y lamily| Yo EC N llah in Appi
new member bringing their unique to St Nemetallah in Appin to
S QD AREEKAMETGCAEFP A gifts and talents to enrich our welcome the relics of our saints. A
. - - community. beautiful Mass was celebrated by
e R S In addition to the initiation His Excellency Bishop
FalraEL e dsEYFEET ceremony, we also had the pleasure | Antoine-Charbel Tarabay assisted
M OTHERYEA AYLATTIS °fCsle%lljﬁgnmgb'\é'gﬂ}\ef[esr?ﬂag’s\évlweoUr by Fr Youwakim & Fr Peter.
WIFETIJILUEEEAWVOQ] gathered in the senior’s room and Irlljit\tliﬁe\ﬁnlggﬁt&etﬁr?:%oflzlhe
enjoyed a delightful morning tea QUi S ATESLAY
together. It was a heart warming gospel talk. This week was lﬁd by
occasion, as we honoured the Fr Loubnan on the topic of “the
AUGUSTINE  CASCIA CROSS incredible mothers among us and power of now".
cherished the role they play in our
FAITH FRAGRANT GOD lives. To mark this special day and
GRACE HoLY IMPOSSIBLE the initiation of our new members,
each one was presented with a
ITALY MOTHER MUN commemorative candle adorned
with pictures of the precious relics. :
PATIENT PEACEMAKER  PRAYER These candles symbolize the light of V\/\\Ilee E;g;‘]%?ﬁrer%\/ti?:‘egi%tngtnad
faith and guidance that we strive to i
ROSE SAINT STEADFASTMESS 8t may we always follow in her
share with one another as we example of living a patient and
VINE wiDow WIFE continue our spiritual journey faithful life. Rose of Cascia, pray

for us!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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) MaroniteCare
MaroniteCare is presenting three seminars on the topic of The L’Affﬁlﬂﬂfﬂﬁ YHUR

Trouble with Electronic Media. We shall examine the problems
associated with electronic media and how to deal with them,
especially with addiction. The seminars are for those of or over the HU[ YCUMMU‘N’UN

age of 18 years, only. FUNGTION - Free pruivery

It will be taken by Fr Yuhanna Azize with the assistance of some
volunteers, in the )(/Zhancery Board Room, level 2, OLOL Community ASK INSIDE FOR DETAILS
Centre, between 7:00pm and 8:00pm on Monday 19 & 26 June and OR CALL 0404 177 360
3 July. EMAIL: INFO@SLOAVESCAFE COM AL

MaroniteCare also seeks volunteers to assist with the experiment of
an “accessible church,” suitable for people such as those on the
autism spectrum who would prefer to attend a specially constituted

liturgy.

Please direct enquiries to
Fr Yuhanna on 0435 764 924 between 9:00am and 9:00pm.

WE'RE HIRING
BARISTA
FULL OR PART TIME

CONTACT SAM ON
0404177 360

start time at 7:15pm

Monday 22 May Adele & Laura Derjani 15 Churchil Street, Guildford Fawzi Raffoul 34 Alfred Street, Granville
Tuesday 23 May Nemr & Rima Rostom 11 Brussels Street, Granville May Massoud 76 Coleman Street, Merrylands
Wednesday 24 May Therese Sakr 57 Ross Street, North Parramatta Gebran Raffoul 168A Fairfield Street, Fairfield East
€ Thursday 25 May Rita Khoury 4 Henry Street, Guildford Layla Saliba 16 Verlie Street, South Wentworthville

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Mercy Health, the operators of the
brand-new aged care home at Harris Park is

pleased to provide an update on the
progress of construction and the anticipated . - e
opemngofOurLallg);li\Aercy Place Harris Mercy Health brlngs Q%ﬁ
In pride of place adjoining our wonderful healthy aQEing to Harris park Herg:::alm

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, this new
home will offer beautiful accommodation
right in the heart of our community.

Mercy Heaith Is a trusted, leading Catholic provider of
health, aged and community services with 30 residential
aged care homes in New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland and Western Australia.

Mercy Health is currently working towards
holding open days and tours in July and at
this stage are anticipating welcoming the
first residents to live at Our Lady Mercy
Place Harris Park in August 2023.

Both local and global events had resulted in
supply chain disruptions, some of which
delaying the building of the new home to

opening slightly later than expected.

In collaboration with the Maronite Catholic community,
we are excited to announce the opening of our newest
home, Qur Lady Mercy Place Harris Park.

For those members of the community who
are seeking further details relating to the
home, Mercy Health can be contacted on

(02) 6022 5800 or via email
OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au.

This B5-bed purpose-built facility, with an on-site
wellness centre, café and hairdresser, offers quality aged
care with a focus on family, friendship and community.

Mercy Health looks forward to bringing their .
healthy ageing approach to the local Harris To find out more, call us on 6022 5800, email OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au

Park community and honouring the local or visit our website mercyhealth.com.au
Maronite Catholic community’s vision to

deliver better living for people as they age.
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End of Month of May

To celebrate the end of May,
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Followed by Mass at 6pm = - . .
celebrated by His Excellency i e can llels i =)
Bishop Antoine-Charbel dalpwll wialo awlyi
Tarabay, commemorating his ayb Qi - ydlghil Jhlaoll
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after Mass in the

Cathedral’s Hall.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held sec
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed
them, Hanna Azar (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros, May Barakat (C
famlly (F) (G) (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & sol

Jabbour (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Nehme Khattar Rimone Khattar, Eugenia K
Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun Betty Me
Malkoun & family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos,
(S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Na
& Rafic Saba, George Sakr (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y)




