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While they were talking, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and
why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of grilled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said
to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you — that everything written about me
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. Lk 24: 36-48

“O mother of God,
wellspring of life,

Pray for us!”
1 Blessings for
the Month of May

To All Mothers

From the Clergy & Parishioners
1APPY

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

B\ ®F /i
On this 6th Sunday of the Resurrection, we read 4. | =
from the Gospel of Saint Luke (24:36-48) another profound account
of the appearance of the resurrected Lord to His disciples. It serves as
a reminder of the remarkable transformation that took place in the
mode of relationship with the Lord after His Resurrection. No longer
bound by earthly constraints, Jesus manifests Himself and then
disappears, belonging to a realm beyond our comprehension—the
divine world of God Himself.

Saint Luke, the evangelist, shares with us three distinct narratives of
the Risen Christ's appearances in His Gospel. These accounts,
including the encounters with the disciples of Emmaus and the one
described in today's reading, shed light on the significance of Jesus'
explanation of the Scriptures to His disciples. Through His teachings,
Jesus helps them grasp the profound fulfilment of the promises
concerning His death and Resurrection as foretold in the Scriptures.

It is important to note that even those who had followed Jesus
closely for extended periods, listening to His teachings and
witnessing His miraculous signs and healings, initially struggle to
accept His Resurrection. Among them, the two disciples on the road
to Emmaus depart from Jerusalem in a state of deep
discouragement. However, with the appearance of the resurrected
Lord, their lives are forever transformed, and they become His
witnesses. They return to the eleven Apostles, sharing the news of
their encounter and participating in the appearances of their Master
that we read this Sunday. This reveals that the privilege of
encountering the Risen Christ is not limited to the select few but is
offered to all who seek Him with sincere hearts.

Throughout history, Jesus has opened minds, enabling individuals to
grasp profound truths in the Scriptures. The word of God nourishes
and transforms us, moulding us into faithful witnesses of the living
Christ. Jesus Himself guides our understanding, illuminating the
depths of the biblical texts through His Spirit, leading us on the path
of wisdom and knowledge.

Christ's life and teachings exemplify God's love and how we should
love one another. It is through our actions that we proclaim and
radiate this love in our lives. Let us embrace this call, following in the
footsteps of our Lord, as living witnesses of His transformative love in
the world.




Mother’s Day

On this special weekend as we celebrate Mother’s Day, | extend my
heartfelt wishes to all mothers. Your love, sacrifice, and nurturing
presence profoundly shape our lives and bring immeasurable joy to
our hearts.

"Mother of God, pray for us"

May every mother, caregiver, and woman who fulfils the role of a
mother be blessed with enduring happiness, unwavering strength,
and an abundance of love today and always. May the intercession
and prayers of Our Lady, Mother of God, envelop them in grace.
Happy Mother's Day!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The closer you are to Mary, the closer she will bring you to her Son.

Devotion to the Blessed Mother is not always easy to adopt and can
often remain at the surface level. We may be eager to put up a statue
of the Virgin Mary or pray the Rosary on occasion, but we forget that
Mary takes us closer to her Son, Jesus.

True devotion to Our Lady is interior - it comes from the spirit and the
heart. It flows from the love which we have for her, as God’s perfect
creature ‘full of grace’. It is tender - full of confidence in her, like a
child’s confidence in his loving mother. This confidence gives the soul
recourse to her in all its necessities, with much simplicity, trust, and
tenderness. It implores the aid of its good Mother - in its doubts, that
it may be enlightened; in its wanderings, that it may be brought into
the right path; in its temptations, that it may be supported; in its
weakness, that it may be strengthened; in its crosses, toils, and
disappointments of life, that it may be consoled.

True devotion to Our Lady is holy - it leads the soul to avoid sin, and to
imitate the virtues of our Blessed Mother - humility, faith, obedience,
prayerfulness, purity, charity, patience, mortification, sweetness, and
wisdom. True devotion to our Lady is constant. It confirms the soul in
good, and it does not allow the soul to become discouraged or
abandon its spiritual exercises. It makes the soul courageous in
opposing the world in its fashions and maxims, the flesh in its
weariness and passions, and the devil in his temptations. So that a
person truly devout to our Blessed Lady is neither changeable,
irritable, scrupulous, nor timid. When we fall, we rise again by
stretching out our hand to this good Mother. The just and devout soul
lives on the faith of Jesus and Mary, and not on sentiments and
sensibilities.

A,

Lastly, true devotion to our Blessed Lady is disinterested; that is to
say, it inspires the soul not to seek itself but only to seek God. A true
servant of Mary does not serve from a spirit of self-interest, whether
temporal, corporal, or spiritual; but exclusively because she merits
to be served, and God alone is served through her.

These are taken from the teachings of the great apostle of Marian
devotion, St. Louis de Montfort - an 18th century priest who
dedicated his whole life to leading souls to Jesus through Mary. In
this blessed month as we also celebrate “Mothers’ Day” let us
remember to pray for all mothers, living and departed, through the
intercession of Mary, the wellspring of life. Holy Mary, Mother of God,

ray for us sinners. i
pray Salwa Elias
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NEW AGED CARE HOME OUR LADY MERCY PLACE HARRIS PARK
We have wonderful news to share with our community; we are getting closer to the opening of the new Our Lady
Mercy Place Harris Park, aged care home. As a member of our Maronite community, you still have an opportunity to
secure a place at the new home. In pride of place adjoining the Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, this new home will
offer beautiful accommodation right in the heart of the community. You and your loved one will be assured of the

highest quality accommodation and care.

By joining the list before the home opens, you will also have the opportunity also have exclusive access to the first
Open Day. If you are already on the waiting list a member of the team at Mercy Health will have reached out to you
direct. If you have missed their call, please contact them on (02) 6022 5800 or emailOLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au



Sunday 14 May:

6th Sunday of Resurrection - Mother’s Day

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00am and 7:00pm
8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am Mass for Fersen Al Adra, Teens, 1st Holy Communion
Children, Families of the Parish

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Samira Moussa widow of the
late Antonios Haddad from Kfarsghab

6:15pm Prayers of the Holy Rosary

6:45pm Prayers of veneration of the relics

7:00pm Youth Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, Farewell procession of the Relics.

Monday 15 May:

Our Lady of the Harvest

6:00pm The late Laudy Hanna Chidiac widow of the late Youssef
Mehsen Khawaja from Rachine (died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 16 May:
6:00pm The late Noura Elias El Badawi wife of Semaan
Aajaltouni from Batroun (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 17 May:
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Amira Youssef Hachem from
Hasbaya Al Maten widow of the late Youssef Chaaya from Ammik

Thursday 18 May:
Ascension Thursday
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm

Friday 19 May:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Youssef Bakhos Sabat from
Hadchit

Saturday 20 May:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Therese Mansour Bahri widow
of the late Antonios Coorey Antonios from Kfarsghab

Sunday 21 May:

Tth Sunday of Resurrection

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Fayza Younan widow of the
late Nabih Dib Younan from Wadi Qannoubine

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late George Habib Eshoo from
Egyhpt husband of Nadia Geres Hanna Maroun from Karem Al
Mohr

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Marie Elias Frangi widow of
the late Tansa Mikhael Sabat from Hadchit

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REP/

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 07/05/2023

Plates: $14,691 | Donations: $150 | Candles: $1,801

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,456,518 CYPC: $36,725 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,137,859 UNITS: $12,047 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UPCOMING EVENTS
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End of Month of May

To celebrate the end of May,
our annual procession with the
statue of Mary will take place
on Friday 26 May 2023, at 5pm.
Followed by Mass at 6pm
celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay, commemorating his
10th Episcopal anniversary.
Cocktail will be served

after Mass in the

Cathedral’s Hall.

aiobuw le lgiw |-

plii gaijoll jauitll plis diwlicy
g)lguis a Lalghai gLiyl dapw duc
(7 dnoall pgy vllag ¥ljly yuyjla
o .ihwo 0::+  dclwdl Ui
¥ :-- dcbwll aic walghill

s cals awliy Lwlaa
aujn by - Jdlghil dlaoll
©)83 duwlioy abiall golwll
Jgjo
Jga oo JeiSgs ails cénhdwl)l

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH .‘~

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

On
Wednesday

We welcomed the relics of St
Maroun, St Charbel, St Rafga, St
Nemetallah & St Mary Mackillop to
our parish. The welcoming Mass
was celebrated by his His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay in the presence of 34
Australian Bishops. This was a
special occasion as the Mass was
also held in celebration of the 50th
Jubilee for the Eparchy of St
Maroun in Sydney. We are grateful
to have had the opportunity to
participate in this momentous
occasion and to witness the beauty
of our faith. Let us continue to pray
for the intercession of these saints
and seek their guidance in our

daily lives

The youth gathered for a nightin
prayer forming a human rosary in
the presence of the relics. It was a
beautiful night spent in prayer
with our Saints.
Afterwards, the 7pm Mass was
dedicated for newly married
couples, one of the highlights of
the evening was the rare
opportunity to have the relics of
saints present among us.
Throughout the Mass, we
reflected upon the profound
importance of attending Mass as
married couples and as families. It
is not just a religious duty buta
chance for us to strengthen our
bonds, deepen our commitment,
and invite God's grace into our
lives.

A week spent with the re

of saints

As we come to an end of having our precious saints relics here at our |

parish. It was a beautiful week spent in prayer with daily rosaries,
veneration prayers and Masses offered for many different intentions.
We pray that St Maroun, St Charbel, St Rafga, St Nemetallah & St Mary
Mackillop will continue to intercede for us

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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A Grand Salute Gala Dinner
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We would like to give a big shout-out to
our OLOL Traffic Control team! These
amazing volunteers recently completed
their Traffic Management Implementer
and Traffic Controller course, and their
hard work did not go unnoticed. Last
Sunday, they braved the rain to help
keep everyone safe during our event,
and we cannot thank them enough.

We ask that all our parishioners show
their respect and gratitude to these men
who selflessly volunteer their time to
ensure the safety of everyone. Let's all
give them a big thank you and show
them how much we appreciate their
efforts

start time at 7:15pm

Monday 15 Nawal Taouk 33 Hinchen St, Guildford Jimmy Hawach 125 The Avenue, Granville
Tuesday 16 Ghada Taouk 17A Villiers St, Merrylands Jossianne Rahme 430A Merrylands Rd, Merrylands
Wednesday 17 Mary Taouk 83 Hampden Rd, South Wentworthville Paulette Sader 17 Coolibah Street, Merrylands West
Thursday 18 Marcella Farah 12 Stacey Street, Fairfield West Christine Ibrahim 3A Holroyd Rd, Merrylands 2160

Friday 19 Paulette Maroon 54A Warwick Rd, Merrylands

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Mercy Health, the operators of the

brand-new aged care home at Harris Park is
pleased to provide an update on the
progress of construction and the anticipated
opening of Our Ladyll\/lercy Place Harris
Park.

In pride of place adjoining our wonderful
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, this new
home will offer beautiful accommodation

right in the heart of our community.

Mercy Health is currently working towards
holding open days and tours in July and at
this stage are anticipating welcoming the
first residents to live at Our Lady Mercy
Place Harris Park in August 2023.

Both local and global events had resulted in
supply chain disruptions, some of which
delaying the building of the new home to
opening slightly later than expected.

For those members of the community who
are seeking further details relating to the
home, Mercy Health can be contacted on

(02) 6022 5800 or via email
OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au.

Mercy Health looks forward to bringing their
healthy ageing approach to the local Harris
Park community and honouring the local
Maronite Catholic community’s vision to
deliver better living for people as they age.

Mercy Health brings
healthy ageing to Harris Park
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kancy Headth 'is a trusted, laading Cetholio providar of
haalth, aped and community sendces with 30 maldentiz
eqgad care homes in Mews South VWales, Wcbona,
Ciupensisnd and Westam Austreda.

In callabaration with the Margnita Catholic cormmundly,
we fre enoded bo announcs the openng af oue reesweal
hamo, Ouwr Lady Marcy Place Harris Park.

This-35-bad purposa-built Tacikty, with anon-sta
wellneza cantre, calé and habdresser, offers quallly aged
care with & fSocus on family, fendship and community,

To tind out mone, call us on 5022 5800, emall OLMPHamisParkEmercy.com.au

of vigll our websile mercyhealth.com.au
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Mon 15 May 7:30 pm
Tue 16 May 7:30 pm
Wed 17 May 8:00 pm
Thu 18 May 8:00 pm
Fri 19 May 7:30 pm
Sat 20 May 7:30 pm

Feast Mass Sunday 21 May 2023 at 5pm
including the Rite of Blessing of the Roses,
Bread, Oil & Procession
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All th
them, Badaoui Antoun, Estephan & Dibe Aboud, Tannous Aboud & His wife Lulu (B) Milia
Essey, Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid Geo
Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbo

departed of Khoury & ElZahoul Families, Genevieve Khouri, Mkhael Khouri and his wife
Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa Robert Bachara Mou:
Romanos Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family, Philomena
Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) The




