
Message from the Bishop

Third Sunday of the 
Resurrection
Job 42: 1-6, 12
2Tim 2: 8-13
Lk 24: 13-35

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the third Sunday of the Resurrection, the 
Maronite Church guides us to reflect on the encounter of the 
disciples with Jesus on the road to Emmaus. Jesus sets their 
hearts on fire by breaking open the Scriptures, but it is when 
He breaks the bread that their eyes are opened to who Jesus 
really is.

In this story, recounted in Lukeʼs Gospel, the disciples provide 
us with a model of how to meet Jesus in our own lives, 
captured in three key words: walk, listen and celebrate.
  
The first step on our spiritual journey to encounter Jesus is to 
get moving. We cannot simply desire this meeting; we must 
take the time to reflect on our daily lives and share our 
aspirations and fears with others, as the disciples of Emmaus 
did with one another, and then with Jesus when he joined 
them.

Next is listening to the Word of God. Through this, the 
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disciples of Emmaus were able to understand what had 
happened and enter into God's plan for His people. Guided by 
Jesus Himself, the Spirit enlightened their minds and caused 
their hearts to burn within them.
 
Finally, the disciples were blessed with the living presence of 
Jesus. We too are invited to break bread with Jesus in faith. At 
each mass, we have a special meeting with Him where we 
bring our concerns and allow ourselves to be taught by the 
Word of God and nourished by His Body.

I ask you to pray with me to our Lord Jesus Christ, so that like 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, He may stay with us that 
we may recognise Him as the Bread of Life, the One who 
sustains us on our journey. May we always encounter Jesus in 
Scripture and the Mass, and be sent forth to proclaim with the 
Apostles, "The Lord has truly been raised" (Luke 24:34).
 
Feast of St George and Jubilee Year
On this Sunday, we commemorate the Feast of Saint George, a 
Roman soldier who was martyred for his Christian beliefs in 
Lydda, which is today in modern-day Palestine, in 303 AD. He 
was subjected to torture and ultimately beheaded for his 
faith.

THE GOSPEL
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 
and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, 
Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one 
of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how 
our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when 
they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said 
that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but 
they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 
his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in 
all the Scriptures. As they came near the   village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 
They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he 
was opening the Scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them 
in the breaking of the bread Lk 24:13-35  

 Let us pray for the intercession of St George, so that we may 
always have the courage to remain faithful to Christ in all 
circumstances.

As we continue to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our 
Eparchy, the relics of our saints are currently at St George 
Maronite Parish where they remain until Saturday 29 April for 
the Feast Week celebrations, for prayer and veneration. It is a 

joy to be able to celebrate St George Feast mass on Sunday 
with the wonderful parish community there.
 
Just as the disciples on the Road to Emmaus were 
transformed by their encounter with Jesus, so too let us be 
transformed by our encounters with Christ, inspired by the 
example of St George and all the saints.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



UPCOMING EVENTS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the third Sunday of the Resurrection, the 
Maronite Church guides us to reflect on the encounter of the 
disciples with Jesus on the road to Emmaus. Jesus sets their 
hearts on fire by breaking open the Scriptures, but it is when 
He breaks the bread that their eyes are opened to who Jesus 
really is.

In this story, recounted in Lukeʼs Gospel, the disciples provide 
us with a model of how to meet Jesus in our own lives, 
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The first step on our spiritual journey to encounter Jesus is to 
get moving. We cannot simply desire this meeting; we must 
take the time to reflect on our daily lives and share our 
aspirations and fears with others, as the disciples of Emmaus 
did with one another, and then with Jesus when he joined 
them.

Next is listening to the Word of God. Through this, the 

disciples of Emmaus were able to understand what had 
happened and enter into God's plan for His people. Guided by 
Jesus Himself, the Spirit enlightened their minds and caused 
their hearts to burn within them.
 
Finally, the disciples were blessed with the living presence of 
Jesus. We too are invited to break bread with Jesus in faith. At 
each mass, we have a special meeting with Him where we 
bring our concerns and allow ourselves to be taught by the 
Word of God and nourished by His Body.

I ask you to pray with me to our Lord Jesus Christ, so that like 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, He may stay with us that 
we may recognise Him as the Bread of Life, the One who 
sustains us on our journey. May we always encounter Jesus in 
Scripture and the Mass, and be sent forth to proclaim with the 
Apostles, "The Lord has truly been raised" (Luke 24:34).
 
Feast of St George and Jubilee Year
On this Sunday, we commemorate the Feast of Saint George, a 
Roman soldier who was martyred for his Christian beliefs in 
Lydda, which is today in modern-day Palestine, in 303 AD. He 
was subjected to torture and ultimately beheaded for his 
faith.

The entire life of 
Christ is a revelation. What 

was visible in the earthly life of 
Jesus leads us to the invisible 

mystery of his divine sonship: "whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father" (John 

14:9). Furthermore, even though salvation 
comes completely from the cross and the 
resurrection, the entire life of Christ is a 

mystery of redemption because everything 
that Jesus did, said, and suffered had for 

its aim the salvation of fallen human 
beings and the restoration of their 

vocation as children of GodANSWER

In what 
sense is the 
life of Christ 

a Mystery

QUESTION

Slow of heart, or a burning heart?
It is remarkable to observe just how much God can do with so 
very little. Like a piece of raw timber in the hands of a 
carpenter, waiting to be chiselled into something 
magnificent, or the transformation of fishermen into disciples 
of the Lord and preachers to all nations. Yet, these same 
disciples were still paralysed by the death of their promised 
Messiah, until He returned and opened their eyes to Godʼs 
plan of salvation. This is the fear and paralysis that many of us 
experience when we donʼt understand why certain things 
happen to us or to others. Fear of the unknown is paralysing, 
unless we trust in God, unconditionally.

Over six decades ago, as a frightened and shy immigrant to 
Australia, I had to learn a new language and adapt to the 
rejection and name-calling which became a daily ritual at 
school. Perhaps this set the foundations for my fighting spirit 
to survive in the coming years. It certainly gave me a hunger to 
learn and aspire to achieve more in life. From these past 
experiences I found myself instinctively defending anyone 
who was being treated unfairly, or helping those in need of 
assistance. It became clear to me, as I grew in maturity and 
wisdom, that God had allowed me to carry many crosses so 
that I may know how to help others in carrying theirs. Jesus, 
my Lord and my God, was always with me even when I 
thought he was ʻdead .̓ I guess this is how the disciples may 
have felt in their darkness of soul and spirit.

We easily forget how much God can do with ʻnothingʼ and 
rather than recalling His promises, we tend to focus on the 
negatives before us, until He opens our eyes. The Carpenter 

and His chisel are at work in us every day, and our hearts 
should continue to burn each time we receive the Sacraments 
and hear the Word of God. The Fountain of Mercy and Love is 
the shelter and refuge we seek. He alone is the True Light into 
which our journey must lead. It has been empowering for me 
to serve Him as I do, in my own little part of the world. He died 
so that all may be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
Truth. He rose from the dead to reaffirm His promise, and we 
must continue to bear witness to this.

The “little flower” Saint Therese, inspires me with a verse: 
“The greatest honor that God can do for a soul is not to give it 
much, but to ask much of it.” Only a burning heart can accept 
such an honor.

Salwa Elias

 Let us pray for the intercession of St George, so that we may 
always have the courage to remain faithful to Christ in all 
circumstances.

As we continue to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our 
Eparchy, the relics of our saints are currently at St George 
Maronite Parish where they remain until Saturday 29 April for 
the Feast Week celebrations, for prayer and veneration. It is a 

joy to be able to celebrate St George Feast mass on Sunday 
with the wonderful parish community there.
 
Just as the disciples on the Road to Emmaus were 
transformed by their encounter with Jesus, so too let us be 
transformed by our encounters with Christ, inspired by the 
example of St George and all the saints.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



KIDS CORNER

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Sunday 23 April:
3rd Sunday of Resurrection – St George
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Hanna Doumit Katrib from 
Karem Al Mohr
5:00pm All living and departed of Zghartaghrine for the Feast of 
St George

Tuesday 25 April:
Anzac Day
Masses 5:30am, 9:00am & 6:00pm
5:30am Anzac Day Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop 
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

Wednesday 26 April:
5:30pm 40 Day Mass for the late Wardan Boumelhem from Imar

Thursday 27 April:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Roumanos Boutros Kraizza from 
Hadchit

Saturday 29 April:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Maroun Nayef Younan from 
Wadi Qannoubine

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 16/04/2023
Plates: $13,612 & Easter Week $51,662
Donations: $800 | Candles: $1,942
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,470,255        CYPC: $36,268 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,143,047                 UNITS: $11,899 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Sunday 30 April:
4th Sunday of Resurrection
11:00am One year Mass for the late Salim Antonios Tadros from 
Kfaryachit
3:00pm Mass of thanksgiving on the announcement of 
beatification of the Venerable Patriarch Estephan Douaihy 
celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, 
offered by The Association of Zgharta Youssef Bey Karam Batal 
Lebnan 
5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Nadia Zghaib widow of the 
late Fouad Sassine from Zahle

 

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps 
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Sunday

At 3pm we celebrated the Feast of 
Divine Mercy with stations of the 

cross, confession and Mass

On Wednesday

Our youth came together with Fr 
Charbel for English Faith 

Formation. Our talk was on “how 
do we know our works are good 
and come from God”. This topic 

helped those wanting to become 
more confident in the works they 
do and knowing how to use them 

to praise God

On Thursday

Many discerning the call to the 
priesthood, or a vocation came 

together for Mass, a talk held by Fr 
Robert-Pio and Adoration with the 

Blessed Sacrament. We pray for 
all our priests and for all those 
who are discerning a vocation

On Tuesday

Fr Andraos Faraj led the Family of 
Divine Word talk and explored on 

the topic “the hymn of victory”

Community
Language Teachers

Annual Conference 2023

During the school holidays, the 
OLOL Arabic School teachers, 

along with Sister Rita, attended the 
NSW Federation of Community 

Language Schools Annual 
Conference at the University of 

Technology.  It was a great day of 
professional learning for over 500 
community languages teachers, 

principals and school leaders. New 
and updated teaching approaches 

and ideas will further assist in 
teaching our heritage language to 

the OLOL community

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social 
initiatives of your parish by checking our 
social media platforms, keeping your ears 
peeled to the latest parish announcements 
and being subscribed to our newsletter.

Senior’s
Committee

Recently, we celebrated our 
annual Easter Mass with Father 

Sam & Father Paul, along with the 
Sodality members. Our precious 
seniors were in attendance, and 
they enjoyed a wonderful lunch 
and entertainment. Praise be to 

God, it was truly a wonderful day. 
We always look forward to seeing 
our beloved seniors every second 

Thursday. May the blessings of 
Easter fill our hearts and homes 

with joy and peace

OLOL Family
Committee & Heaven

on Earth
The Family Committee had the 

privilege of assisting the Heaven 
on Earth committee last week 
with their weekly mission of 

providing food for the needy and 
homeless in Parramatta. HoE has 
been serving the homeless in this 
area for over 13 years, and it was 

an honor to work alongside them.

The experience reminded us of 
the passage in Matthew 25:31-46, 
"Whatsoever You Do to the Least 
of My Brothers You Do unto Me." 

We are grateful for the 
opportunity to make a positive 
impact on the lives of those in 

need and look forward to 
continuing to support the mission 

of Heaven on Earth.
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الأحد ٢٣ نيسان:

الأحد الثالث من زمن القيامة – مار جرجس
١١:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم حنا ضوميط قطريب من كرم المهر

٥:٠٠ قداس على نية أحياء وأموات زغرتغرين بمناسبة عيد مار 
جرجس

 
الثلاثاء ٢٥ نيسان:

عيد شهداء أوسترليا
القداسات ٥:٣٠ و ٩:٠٠ صباحاً و٦:٠٠ مساءً 

٥:٣٠ صباحاً قداس على نية شهداء أوستراليا بمناسبة 
Anzac Day، يحتفل به صاحب السيادة المطران أنطوان - 

شربل طربيه السامي الإحترام

الأربعاء ٢٦ نيسان:
٥:٣٠ أربعون المرحوم وردان بو ملحم من عيمار

الخميس ٢٧ نيسان:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم رومانوس بطرس الكريسا من حدشيت

السبت ٢٩ نيسان
٦:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم مارون نايف يونان من وادي قنوبين

الأحد ٣٠ نيسان:
الأحد الرابع من زمن القيامة

١١:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم سليم أنطونيوس تادروس من 
كفرياشيت

٣:٠٠ قداس إحتفالي بمناسبة إعلان المكرّم البطريرك 
إسطفان الدويهي طوباوياً، يحتفل به سيادة المطران 

أنطوان - شربل طربيه السامي الإحترام. تقدمة جمعية بطل 
لبنان يوسف بك كرم الزغرتاوية

٥:٠٠ السنة للمرحومة ناديا زغيب أرملة المرحوم فؤاد ساسين 
من زحلة
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أهمیة الإفخارس��اّ في ح�اتنا

أللهُمَّ إن ذروة عملك فينا هو أن تهبنا قوة قيامتك، كما حدث مع 
مُعطين  عِمّاوس  إلى  متجهين  كانا  أن  فبعد  عِمّاوس،  تلميذي 
لعِمّاوس  ظهرهما  حضورك  بنعمة  حوّلت  لأورشليم،  ظهرهما 
لكي  ساعدنا  رب،  يا  هكذا  أورشليم.  أي  الصحيح  الإتجاه  نحو  بإعادة 
ل إتجاهنا من اليأس  نلتقي بك رغم ضجيج وقلق حياتنا اليومية، وحوِّ
أورشليم  نحو  متّجهين  وفكرنا  بقلبنا  لنكون  العالم،  لهذا  والعيش 

 ��السماوية حيث نراك وجهًا لوجه، ��

���

الق�امة ح�اة واخ�بار یوميّ 
نذوقه فى كل مرة 
نقترب من الصلیب 

ونحم� بفرح

 ������ ���� 



IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity 
especially those we Pray for: Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace 
for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, 
All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanious Elias Kazzi 
& the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son 
Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) Khalil Youssef Issa and his wife Marina (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour, Khosseh Gerges Jallis and 
his wife Meryana (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and all departed of Khoury & ElZahoul Families (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa 
and Arthur Lichaa (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa 
(N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) 
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Georges 
Shammas (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lorem ipsum

بعد موت يسوع عاش التلاميذ حالة إحباط وتشتّت وفشل ذريع حيث عاد 
كلّ منهم إلى تجربة الماضي ، إلى ما كان عليه.

تلميذا عمّاوس غادرا أورشليم، وبينما كانا عائدَين إلى قريتهما، كانا يتحادثان في 
يتحادثان  يتكلّمان  الناصريّ،  ليسوع  حدثت  التي  الأمور  تلك  بكلّ  الطريق 
ويهربان، يريدان الإبتعاد عن مدينة احتضنت كلّ آمالهم، يريدان أن ينسيا كلّ 

شيء،

صيّادي  يصبحا  بآن  الوعد  على  حصلا  أن  بعد  السمك  صيد  الى  العودة  يريدان 
بشر.

إنجيل تلميذَي عمّاوس هو إنجيل كلّ تلميذ خائف، هو قصّة كلّ قلب جريح، هو 
نحن  قصّتنا  هي  الأمل.  وفقدان  واليأس  الشّك،  في  التلميذ  سقوط  صورة 
الرّب لن  أيضاً، نهرب خارج أورشليم، نخاف الألم، نخاف الخطر، نظنّ أن وعود 
تتحقّق وأن كلّ ما قاله لنا كان وهماً. هي قصّتنا نحن اليوم حين نظنّ أن شرّ 
العالم هو أقوى من حضور المسيح. هذا الإنجيل هو مختصر سيرة حياتنا: نعجز 
عن رؤية أنوار القيامة، نهرب لأنّ ليل اليأس والشّك أقبل، نظنّ أن المسيح 
اليه،  الشّك ونعود  أن نطرح عنّا  يريدنا  الى جنبنا،  اليه يسير  نلتفت  تركنا، لا  قد 

فهو حاضر، وهو يعطينا الخلاص.

الأ�د الثالث
من زمن الق�امة
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معَنا �سير، هل نعرفه؟
هو حاضر معي كما كان حاضراً مع تلميذي عمّاوس ذاك المساء، يقول لي: 
قبلك  فأنا  المرض  تخف  لا  بك،  يحيط  الّذي  الشرّ  تخف  لا  الموت،  تخف  لا 
الظلم  تدع  لا  انتقال،  إلاّ  هو  فما  القبر  تخف  لا  لأشفيك.  أوجاعك  حملت 
يفقدك الرجاء، فأنا احتملت الظلم، حكموا عليّ كمجرم، أسلمت الرّوح بين 
لصيّن، وعلمت أن لا بدّ للآب من أن يحوّل الظلم الى أمل، واليأس الى رجاء، 

والموت الى قيامة. 

العالم،  يشفي  وحده  القيامة  فمنطق  القيامة،  بمنطق  الإلتزام  تخف  لا 
ظلام  المنيرة  الشمعة  كن  القيامة،  منطق  رسول  كن  السلام.  ويعطي 
العنف وقلّة العدالة. لا تقل، ماذا يمكن لشمعتي الصغيرة أن تغيّر، فالنور 
وأنار  قبري  عن  الثقيل  الحجر  دحرج  الّذي  القيامة  نور  هو  أنت  تحمله  الّذي 

العالم. لا تخف، فأنا معك. أما قرأت الكتب. 

الجواب كان المسيح ذاته يقول لهم: "كسرت الخبز من أجلكم، كسرت ذاتي 
الدّم يغفر خطيئتكم  الجلجلة، وهبتكم  الدّم يغسلكم عند  بكم، وهبتكم  حبّاً 
على المذبح، أنا أنا، في عليّة الأسرار، على صليب الجلجلة، في القبر الفارغ، في 
تقسّون  بالكم  فما  معكم،  المسيح  أنا  الإفخارستيّا.  وفي  المقدّسة  الكتب 

قلوبكم ترفضون الإصغاء، لا تخافوا، دعوا رجاء القيامة ينتصر فيكم".

فمهما  المغامرة،  تستحقّ  وحياة  الأمام  نحو  دائمة  مسيرة  هي  أذًا  دعوتنا 
نجزعنّ  لا  فالتردّد،  بالخوف  تشعرنا  والمسالك  كبيرة  الطّريق  وعورة  كانت 
بل فلنتقدّم بشجاعة وثقة، لأنّ الهدف مضمون واللقاء بالحبيب لا بدّ منه: 

إنّه هنا معك ومعي يسير.
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