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A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas: “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him: “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name Jn 20: 26-31

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This first Sunday after Resurrection is
called New Sunday in our Maronite
liturgical tradition, and it is the Sunday of the Divine
Mercy, in the tradition of the Universal Catholic Church.

In this Sunday’s Gospel reading, we hear the story of
how the disciples were filled with fear and gathered in a
locked room after the death and Resurrection of Christ.
It also tells the story of Thomas who doubted that Jesus
had risen from the dead. Thomas insisted that he
needed to see the wounds on Jesus' hands and side in
order to believe that He was truly alive. In response,
Jesus appeared to Thomas and showed him his wounds,
saying, "Do not doubt, but believe" (John 20:27).

The Church offers us this Gospel reading on this Sunday
to help us in our own journey, to strengthen our faith in
the Resurrection. Our faith in the Risen Christ is based
on the experience of the apostles who saw and touched
the Risen Jesus. In new ways but with the same
essential characteristics, each Christian generation has
been able to experience the living and active presence
of the Risen Jesus at the heart of our personal lives as
well as the life of the Church. For 2000 years, from the
group of 11 to our Church today, Christians have shared

the same experience of faith which expresses the
permanence of the presence of the Lord in our midst.

As believers, we know that faith is not always easy, and
doubts can arise. The story of Thomas reminds us that
doubt is a natural part of the human experience, but it is
not the opposite of faith. With Thomas, the Risen Jesus
puts us at ease very quickly after this mystery of the
Resurrection. He challenges us to move beyond our
doubts and to embrace faith. It is necessary to decide to
believe what is beyond us. Jesus proposes a path of Life.
Let us choose together and personally to become a
believer today and every day and to exclaim with
Thomas: "My Lord and my God!"

Unlike Thomas, we are fortunate to have 3 pillars to
support our faith: the testimony and experience of the
aﬁostles, our own spiritual experience lived in the
Church, and the light of the Gospel. Let us always lean
on these pillars to strengthen our faith in the
Resurrection.

Today, like yesterday, Jesus is alive, He is risen, and He
éives new meaning to our lives. He gives us to share His

ivine life and to live the fullness of life with Him. This is
the good news of Easter!




Hosanna Sunday Collection

Our Eparchy with all its parishes held a special collection
for Caritas Lebanon on Hosanna Sunday weekend. The
appeal raised just over $66,200. | am immensely grateful
for your generosity and | thank all our volunteers who
%ave up their time and efforts. Your donations make a
ifference in the lives of many families in Lebanon.

May the joy of the Resurrection fill our hearts and inspire
us to live with faith and hope.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

“Help my unbeliei”

QUESTION

God never ceases to remind me that His ways are not man’s
ways, and His plans are far better than our own. God is always
with us, whether or not we believe it, just as Jesus was with
the ‘good thief’ in his last hours on the cross.

The timeless conversation that took place on Calvary, amidst
the 7 Last Words of Christ - “Jesus, remember me, when you
come into your kingdom” - is one of the greatest examples of
Divine Mercy, witnessed by all, when Jesus responded:
“Today, you will be with me in Paradise.” | hope and pray that
these are the words of Christ to every repentant sinner who
calls upon His Name with true contrition at the hour of death.
For that intention, | have prayed the Divine Mercy Chaplet and
the Holy Rosary every day for as long as | can remember, for
all the members of my family, and | trust that God hears the
prayers of a wounded heart. Only God knows the heart of a
repentant sinner and in confidence | have entrusted souls into
the merciful Heart of God, the Fountain of Divine Mercy and
Infinite Love.

More than ever, today | rejoice in the Glorious Resurrection of
Our Lord, and most = especially in God’s Mercy. He has truly
shown me that our prayers and offerings are never in vain, for

His Mercy can never be outdone. In situations where | have
been afraid and unsure of the consequences or outcomes
when it’s difficult to surrender completely to the Will of Go
without question, | simply pray “Lord, | do believe...helg my
unbelief.” | think it’s safe to say that there is a “doubting
Thomas” in all of us at one time or another in our lives, but
even the doubts will be dispelled when we ask the Holy Spirit
to help us in those times of unbelief. Lord, | do believe, help
my unbelief.

Isitimprudent to trust in Divine Providence and Divine Mercy,
to “let go and let God” as | do? Certainly not. It would be
careless, however, to expect God to throw me a lifesaver when
I know very well how to swim. God’s Mercy has carried me
through so many trials in life and given me the strength to
endure much suffering, which | have united to His Passion for
the salvation of souls and for the reparation of my own sins.
To overcome anxieties and burdens when feeling
overwhelmed or helpless, | surrender all to Jesus, as |
continue to lay them at His Feet with my tears and heartfelt
prayer of total surrender: “Jesus, | trust in You.” His Mercy has
never failed me, and | know He never will. God is so Good...all
the time!
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PARISH NOTICE BOARLC

Saturday 22 April:

Sunday 16 April: 6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Mehsen Hanna Abdow
New Sunday - Divine Mercy from Bane

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Mikhael Licha Saba from

Bazoun Sunday 23 April:

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Asmahan Eid Semaan 3rd Sunday of Resurrection - St George

wife of Hamid Tansa Kraissa from Hadchit 11:00am One Year Mass for the late Hanna Doumit Katrib
3:00pm Feast of the Divine Mercy, Station of the Cross, from Karem Al Mohr

Confession and celebration of the Feast 5:00pm All living and departed of Zghartaghrine for the
5:00pm Divine Mercy Mass and 40 Day Mass for the late Feast of St George

Sayed Sarkis Ndaira from Zgharta

Monday 17 April: PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

6:00pm The late Antanios Mikhael Abou Melhem from

Imar (died in Lebanon) WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 09/04/2023

Tuesday 18 April: Plates: - |Donations:- |Candles: -

6:00pm The late Laudy Elias widow of the late Bassil PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS

Bassil from Azour (died in Lebanon) CYPC: $3,470,255 CYPC: $36,268 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,143,047 UNITS: $11,899 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

(Matthew 27:11-66;John 19) IN YOUR PARISH

Read the scriptures and draw lines to match the people with
what they did during Jesus’s last hours on earth

Because Jesus died for me, | can be resurrected W H AT H A P P E N E D / .

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
e SO e s @ small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Saturday
evening

On Easter

Comitrted Mary

Monday

Smoan
Watthew 3737

His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay the MYDC held their annual
celebrated the Rite of Peace and Maronite Sports Day for all the
——_— Solemn Liturgy parishes. It was a fun, interactive
Matihew 27:27-35 Wy Coucte of the Resurrection along withall ~ and competitive day. Team OLOL

came fourth place, well done to all

the clergy of OLOL. It was beautiful Surteam e

to see our parish overflowing with
many parishioners to celebrate
Christ’s Resurrection. Christ is
Risen, He is truly Risen and we are
witnesses to that!

In celebration for the apparition of
Our Lady at Fatima, our parish
came together to pray the Rosary
and celebrate Mass alongside with
the Seniors committee.

frored leb Afterwards lunch was held in the
many Masses offered to celebrate Church hall for the seniors and

Many parishioners attended the

The Resurrection of Our Lord.
May the light of Christ shine
within all your hearts and homes

parishioners
e pesus.

Jobn
Jobn 192527

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.

Joseph of Aerarhea
Wiatthew 2F567-600 Sl
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Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral's
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7-14 May 2023.
Let’s us welcome our holy

saints with an opening Mass
at 11am on 7 May 2023.

NIGHT

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Mercy Health brings S~
Mercy Health

healthy ageing to Harris Park

I!,'; - - Mercy Health is a trusted, leading Catholic provider of

2 ; health, aged and community services with 30 residential
aged care homes in New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensiand and Western Australia.

In collaboration with the Maronite Catholic community,
we are excited to announce the opening of our newest
home, Qur Lady Mercy Place Harris Park.

This B5-bed purpose-built facility, with an on-site
wellness centre, café and hairdresser, offers quality aged
care with a focus on family, friendship and community.

To find out more, call us on 6022 5800, email OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au

or visit our website mercyhealth.com.au
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the
who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros
Matthew Essey, Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Chemouni & Ta
Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughte

Elias Zahra & Hesni & Souraya & Bakhos & Julia Ishak (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Josef
Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and all departed of Khoury &
Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara

son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family,
&his sons Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nas
(T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernade




