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When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought

spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which
was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man,
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they

were afraid Mk 16:1-8

Christ is Risen...
He is Truly Risen!

Parishioners from His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, the Clergy, Staff and
Members of the various Parish Committees
and Groups

Message from the Bishop |

Dearly Beloved, Sons and Daughters of
our Maronite Eparchy;

“My Peace | Give to You”

Each year, at the Feast of the Resurrection, we live once
again the encounter with the Lord Jesus, risen from the
dead with %reat glory, victorious over sin and evil. It is
the feast when we celebrate the presence of the Lord in
the midst of the community of the faithful; sowing joy,
hope and peace; and dispelling fear, despair and
turmoil. Today, our faith in Him is renewed, for He is the
living and true God and with Him alone, we are reborn
into eternal life.

The Feast of Resurrection is the feast of Peace, which the

And we are witnesses to this!

A Joyful & Holy Easter to each and everyone of our

Lord declared in His first meeting with His Apostles after
His Resurrection. And despite the locked room in which
they were gathered and afraid, He entered and stood in
their midst, and said to them: “Peace be with you...”
(John 20:26). This greeting of peace offered by the Lord
to His Apostles was not an ordinary one, for it carried
with it all the meaning of the Resurrection and the
victory over death, turning sadness into joy, despair into
hope, and doubt into faith.

This peace is the most beautiful gift which the Lord
presents. He offers it not only to His apostles and
disciples, but also to all humanity. “My peace | give you,
not as the world gives...” (John 14:27). This is because
the Peace of the Lord is true and everlasting.

This peace, which the Lord merited for us by offering
Himself as a sacrifice of forgiveness on the Cross, is the
very heart of the good news. This peace is a fundamental
and traditional mark of the Christian, for the Christian is
first and foremost a messenger of peace and love,
especially for those who do not know the Lord Jesus,
and even to those who persecute Him. We are living in a
world that is afraid and lost; in a society that no longer
allows room or importance for Christ. And here is where
the significance of our Christian message and mission
stands out: it is evangelisation through the peace,
mercy, love and forgiveness of Christ.




Indeed, the word “Peace” in our Maronite Syriac
Antiochian tradition, which is shlomo, bears the
meaning and message of encounter and reconciliation
between God and sinful human. In the same way, it
means living in the presence of God.

Certainly, we today stand in dire need of true peace, that
peace which emanates from the Holy Heart of Christ, to
touch our own hearts, and in this way His presence is
renewed in our lives. This is to affirm with the saints the
spiritual truth that: “God sees me”, which rejects all
trends and movements that pressure us to live and work
as if God did not exist. However, the peace which can be
known by us here on earth remains incomplete, for it is
only a foretaste of the perfect peace which God grants to
those in heaven.

The Lord Jesus said: “Blessed are the peacemakers...”
(Matthew 5:9), this peace begins first within ourselves,
where we see that Easter is an occasion for repentance
from sin, and for reconciliation with God. Therefore,
reconciliation with God cannot be separated from
reconciliation with others. We must take the initiative to
forgive those who have sinned against us, for
reconciliation is the only path to peace, and forgiveness
is the way to freedom from anger and vengeance. In this
way, we become peacemakers and merit the
blessedness which the Lord Jesus spoke of.

Our celebration of Easter is an opportunity to raise a
prayer of gratitude to God the Father who sent His only
Son, who reconciled us with His Father, and forgave our
sins and trespasses, without any merit on our behalf,
and made us His sons and daughters by the grace of the
Holy Spirit.

Beloved, Easter is a focal point in this year of our Golden
Jubilee, as we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the
founding of our Maronite Eparchy here in Australia. The
title of the Jubilee Year takes its meaning from the
mystery of Easter, which is an open invitation to
holiness: “The Maronites in Australia: A Journey of
Holiness and Openness.” We see how our holy saints

“From death to life”

lived this journey. We follow in their stegs today, as we
welcome the relics of St Maroun, St Charbel, St Rafga, St
Nehmetallah and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop into our
Maronite parishes, renewing their legacy of holiness, and
affirming the continuity of the mission of our Maronite
Church in this blessed land.

We also anticipate with joy the visit of our spiritual father,
His Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, to
celebrate the Jubilee Mass in Homebush NSW on Sunday, 24
September 2023.

| pray with you and for all of you that the peace of the Lord
Jesus may dwell in your souls and in your families. | also
pray for an end to the ongoing war and bloodshed in
Ukraine. We pray together for the tortured and oppressed
people of Lebanon, unable to earn their livelihood, and
worried about the future of their children and their country.
And we ask the Lord who destroyed death and rose from the
Erave, to raise the people of Lebanon from the misery they
ave found themselves in and grant them peace.

Beloved, to live in peace is the natural outcome of the faith
and belief in the Resurrection of Christ from the dead:

“Christ is Risen ... He is truly Risen
And we are witnesses to that.”

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia, New Zealand & Oceania
Easter Sunday. 9 April 2023

QUESTION

Easter is the Season of the year which changed the
history of mankind. I like to recall an appropriate quote
from St Therese of Lisieux - “The greatest honour God
cando asoulisnotto give it much, but to ask much of it.”
Our Blessed Mother is a prime example of how much
God can ‘honour’ a soul by asking much of it, a soul that
responds to His asking, with a firm and passionate
response of “Yes”.

We may feel that we were the ones “giving” when we
chose to offer Lenten fasting and penances, but in fact it
is we who are at the receiving end from God, no matter
how great our sacrifices. St Francis de Sales says it quite
clearly: ‘The measure of love is to love without measure’
for this is how God has loved us, in the greatest act of His
Mercy as He “gave His Only Son” to suffer and die for our
Redemption.

Now is the time for us to show God how much we love
Him in return, by the renewal and conversion of our
hearts and minds, redirecting our paths back to Love
and Mercy Himself. At the conclusion of our fasting, we
can now rejoice in the glory of the Resurrection and it
becomes more obvious that it’s in giving that we have
received. This also applies to “mercy”. When we sacrifice
ourselves for the sake of another - whether it be our
time, talent or possessions - we must do so with humility

of heart. Our acts of kindness should be made with the
intention of showing mercy to our neighbour, as each of
us will receive the same amount of mercy that we
dispense. Jesus reminds us that “freely you have
received, and freely you must give.” Therefore, in
receiving God’s Mercy and forgiveness we must also
show it to our neighbour without counting the cost.
Jesus knows that we are too ashamed or afraid to seek
God’s mercy and forgiveness for ourselves most of the
time, and so He dispenses His Love and Mercy freely to
those who claim it...and we must do the same, without
being asked. That’s the message of Easter.

From death to new life, from sinfulness to forgiveness
and conversion - this is the fruit of the passion, death,
and Resurrection of Christ, revealed to us in this
glorious Season. Pope Saint John Paul the Great often
reminded us to “carry the Cross of Christ throughout the
world as a symbol of Christ’s love for humanity and
announce to everyone that only in the death and
resurrection of Christ can we find salvation and
redemption”.

Let us rejoice and be glad for the Lord is Risen! He is
truly Risen! We are witnesses to this Truth.

Salwa Elias



RISH NOTICE BOAR

SUNDAY 9 April:

RESURRECTION (EASTER):

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and
7:00pm

6:00pm Divine Mercy Novena

EASTER MONDAY 10 April:
Masses 8:00am, 11:00 am and 6:00 pm

Thursday 13 April:

10:30am Rosary Prayer followed by Fatima and Seniors
Mass for the Feast of the Resurrection followed by Lunch
at the Church Hall

Saturday 15 April:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Lahoud Youssef
Tannous Abdelahad from Kfarsghab

U Ko e wh

liveth... - D&c 110:4

Sunday 16 April:
New Sunday - Divine Mercy

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Mikhael Licha Saba from
Bazoun

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Asmahan Eid Semaan
wife of Hamid Tansa Kraissa from Hadchit

3:00pm Feast of the Divine Mercy, Station of the Cross,
Confession and celebration of the Feast

5:00pm Divine Mercy Mass and 40 Day Mass for the late
Sayed Sarkis Ndaira from Zgharta

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 02/04/2023

Plates: $22,576 |Donations: $100 | Candles: $1,588

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,470,255 CYPC: $36,268 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,143,047 UNITS: $11,899 PoST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

5.

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

On Passion \

Wednesday

On Hosanna
Sunday

children, infants and adults
gathered to greet Christ the King
with the annual Palm Procession. It
was a blessed day where we
gathered and worshipped as a
community. In the evening, the
Church arrived into Passion Week
with the Rite of the Harbour

the Church celebrated the Rite of
the Lamp, signifying the
importance of the blessed oil as a
sign of healing and wholeness

On Thursday
of the Mysteries

the Church gathered as a family
around the altar of the Lord to
celebrate the institution of the
Priesthood and Eucharist in the

Mass of the Last Supper with the
Rite of the Washing of the Feet

On Great
Friday

our parishioners and clergy came
together for the Way of the Cross
procession, the wet weather did
not stop us from walking with
Christ. We held the procession
inside church grounds and the
Church knelt down to adore and
worship the Cross of Life

Our journey
to Passion Week

comes to a new dawn with the
light of the Resurrection from the
empty tomb. May the peace of the
Risen Christ be with you and your
families! Christ is Risen! He is
Truly Risen! and we are witnesses
to this!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.




Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral's
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.' UPCOMING EVENTS
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“Anzac Day” Mass
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Dzt e i mlifng o= rhat [Primethean at 5:30am
Celebrated by His
Excellency Bishop
P ke, SO Antoine- Charbel Tarabay
(= E:
[R——— T followed by

“Sausage Sizzles”

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Mercy Health brings &

Mercy Health

healthy ageing to Harris Park e

E Mercy Health is a trusted, leading Catholic provider of
health, aged and community services with 30 residential
aged care homes in New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland and Western Australia.

In collaboration with the Maronite Catholic community,
we are excited to announce the opening of our newest
home, Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park.

This 85-bed purpose-built facility, with an on-site
wellness centre, café and hairdresser, offers quality aged
care with a focus on family, friendship and community.

To find out more, call us on 6022 5800, email OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au
or visit our website mercyhealth.com.au




A big congratulations to our newly ordained
Deacons Ghassan & Sayed
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.' UPCOMING EVENTS

OLOL MARONITE FLAME
TEENS

Location: Youth Centra
Teens in Years 7-89:; 4-Gpm

Teens in Years 1-12:
s 58 -)

OLOL

Come Allve isg
Tartn ir]llrl:,l
Wadnesdays from
T-9pm.

Relics of our saints
will be visiting Our Lady of Lebanon Co
Cathedral from 7-14 May 2023.

Let’s us welcome our holy saints with an
opening Mass at 11am on 7 May 2023.

LOAVES

r— OPENING HOURS —

Easter Sunday 9th of April
Closed

c Monday 10th of April

I Closed
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etern

especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All so

who have no one to pray for them (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanio:
Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Hadd
& son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph, Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Sarkis Chucri Khouda
Genevieve Khoury and all departed of Khoury & ElZahoul Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Be
Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Lab
Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Boutros & There
Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tan:

Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)
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