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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, the Maronite Church reads and reflects on the parable
of the Prodigal Son. After hearing this parable told by Jesus, we can
be confident of the infinite patience and love of God.

The infinite love of God for humanity manifests itself in His
patience, His forgiveness and His joy at the return of every sinner.
God, the Father, desires and waits patiently to save and forgive
each one of us. No sinner is irretrievably lost and doomed.
Patience, forgiveness and joy are ‘three fundamental
char?cteristics of divine love. These are also the characteristics of
true love.

The parable tells the story of two sons and, through them, allows
us to learn to live contrition and understandlng. The youngest son,
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called prodigal because he squandered the paternal fortune,
embodies the human error of taking for happiness the satisfaction
of his desires, without constraints. After spending all his money, he
regrets turning away from the love that his father poured on him for
years. This regret Pushes him towards a humble conversion: “he
returned to himselt”.

In this time of Lent, we find ourselves in this son who needs
conversion and forgiveness. We constantly need to return to the
house of our Father. Our conversion of heart and desire to change
and improve our lives manifests itself in works of sacrifice and
self-giving.

Jesus also invites us to have the understanding and mercy of the
father in the parable. By often being the prodigal sons and
daughters ourselves, we are the recipient of God’s divine mercy. We
then must be able to be merciful to others, like the father in this

arable. We will also avoid becoming like the eldest son, full of zeal
or his father's business, but a bitter zeal. We would rejoice for the
return of every sinner as the father rejoices.
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Let us not forget that while the younger son was still far away, his
father saw him and rushed towards him. Such is the infinite love of
God! No sooner does the sinner repent and set out for God than
God comes quickly to meet them and welcome them.

Encountering Jesus in Adoration changes the world—starting
with ourselves.

| have requested that all Eucharistic Adoration next week
beginning with Monday 13 March, be dedicated specifically for the
conversion of those offending the loving heart of our Lord Jesus
Christ, whether knowingly or unknowingly. | will be joining in
adoration at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park, on Thursday
evening.

Saving the lost

When most of us are calling for action to stand up to what we see as
a downward spiral in our society, prayer and adoration form key
elements of our action and response. A better home, a better
organisation, a better society starts with a better and holier “us”.
Adoration has a big role to play and one of the most beautiful
elements of spending time before the Eucharist is that what we see
before us is the truest version of ourselves.

Let us deliberately and resolutely return to the house of the Father,
bringing our hearts closer to His Son, believing that He awaits us all
with patience and will throw a feast at the return of every sinner
and every prodigal child.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

There are many ways of describing what it means to be lost.
Whether we speak of being physically lost, spiritually lost, or
emotionally lost, the common factor is the lack of direction
and the feelings of abandonment, rejection, or isolation. I’'m
certain this is how the prodigal son must have felt after
realising the error of his ways. Yet, his father literally ran to
welcome him back home, without question or judgment. If
only we could be so merciful to those who have caused us
grief or pain.

The stories in today’s Gospel remind us of the necessity to be
humble and obedient in order to follow Christ and to receive
God’s mercy. Childlike surrender to God is not impossible
when our focus is on the salvation of souls, and our faith is
solid, but one of the most difficult barriers to our faith is the
loss of direction....not knowing which path to
follow....leading to discouragement and a sense of
hopelessness.

| experienced a similar loss of direction on one of my many
road trips to rural country towns, after taking a slight detour
from my regular route. Setting out on a trip that | anticipated
would take 5 hours, ended up taking almost 12 hours after
losing network coverage. | was left without phone service or
navigation, travelling on dark and empty roads through the
night, with only my headlights before me. Pitch darkness
surrounded and embraced my car like a heavy cloak. | felt the
inevitable fear of being lost and stranded, alone in the night.
This is how it feels to have no direction in one’s life, searching
but not knowing where to look...hoping to be found and
saved from the emptiness, unable to get out of that pit of

despair. We may sometimes question why Jesus would want
us to focus on those who stray and choose to not follow His
ways. It may leave many of us questioning and rationalizing
the logic in searching for those who seem to have no desire to
be found. And yet, this is exactly what Mercy is all about.

Nobody wants to remain lost, but to admit that one is lost and
needs direction, is more difficult than being lost. The most
generous soul is one that has received the greatest mercy.
The mercy of being forgiven, loved, and understood. Saving
the lost soul is as easy as showing all of these attributes of
Mercy to those who cannot find their way. This is what Jesus
expects of those who follow Him - to imitate His Love and His
Mercy when dealing with others, no matter where they’ve
been or who you think they are; everyone deserves mercy,
love, and forgiveness, especially those who are lost and
cannot find the courage, or strength, to redirect their path.

Pray, fast, and do penance for a lost soul to find their way

today.
Salwa Elias

The central
mystery of Christian
faith and life is the
mystery of the Most

Blessed Trinity. Christians
are baptised in the name
of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy
Spirit
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Sunday 12 March:
Sunday of the prodigal Son

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Zahra Gebrael widow of the Saturday 18 March: ) i

late Joseph Coorey from Kfarsghab and Seniors Committee 6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Salim Daoud Karaki from
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Hawa Esmaayin Frangieh Bolonia Al Maten

widow of the late Lotfallah Geaittani from Zgharta

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Mary Boulos wife of Patrick Sunday 19 March:

Sunday of the Paralytic - Feast of St Joseph

E from Kfarsgh
ssey from Kfarsghab 8:00am All living and departed of Kahef Al Malloul for the Feast

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Anthony Hanna Alhikrey from

Mejdel Koura of St Joseph

7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Francois Sayegh 9:30am All living and departed of Mazraat Al Naher for the Feast
of St Joseph

Monday 13 March: 5:00pm All living and departed of Hadchit

11:00am Rosary Prayers followed by Fatima Mass

Wednesday 15 March:
11:30am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Thursday 16 March:

10:30am Seniors Mass WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 5/03/2023

Friday 17 March: Plates: $...  |Donations:$... |Candles:5...

Masses 7:00am & 9:00am PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS

(5A45bpn; Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and Procession CYPC: $3,500,048 CYPC: $35,798 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
rabic

8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and Procession UNITS: $1,154,374 UNITS: $11,745 poST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

(English)

Dear OLOL Parishioners and visitors.

It is important that people do not park in disabled parking
spaces in church carparks when they do not have a permit
in particular during school drop off and pickup times.
Disabled parking spaces are reserved for people who have
mobility issues and require the extra space and proximity to
the entrance to make it easier for them to access the
church.

By parking in these spaces without a permit, you are taking
away a valuable resource from those who genuinely need
it, and making it more difficult for them to attend church.
Additionally, it is a violation of the law and can result in
fines or even have your car towed at your own expense.

Respecting the needs of others and following parking
regulations are important ways to show Consideration,
Kindness and Charity to all members of the community,
including those with disabilities. Therefore, it is crucial that
we all make an effort to avoid parking in disabled spaces
without a valid permit, By doing so, you can help ensure
that everyone in the community can access church services
safely and comfortably.
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Encountering Jesus in Adoration changes the world—starting with ourselves.

At the request of Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, our weekly adoration held on Thursday 16 March 2023 at
8pm will be dedicated specifically for the conversion of those offending the loving heart of our Lord Jesus
Christ, whether knowingly or unknowingly.

As we reflect this week on the parable of the Prodigal Son, let us pray for our personal and community’s
conversion of hearts, for we must acknowledge that a better life, a better home, a better society and a better
Church starts with a better and holier “us”.

In the example of the Prodigal Son, let us return to the Father’s house, seek forgiveness for our sins and for
the sins of others, trusting in God’s great mercy and His transforming grace that can change our hearts and
heal our souls.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls
who have no one to pray for them (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanious
Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad
& son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and all

departed of Khoury & ElZahoul Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous
Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the
deceased from their family, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine
and their son Kenny, Saba Family (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Tanna
Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




