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Message from the Bishop

Golden Jubilee Year

Last weekend | joined the parishioners of St Maroun Adelaide to
celebrate the Feast of St Maroun, and mark the conclusion of its
50-year anniversary since establishment in 1972, as well as the
official launch of the Golden Jubilee of our Eparchy. The weekend
included a gala dinner, as well as a special mass, and the
welcoming of the relics of our saints in the Jubilee reliquary.

I thank Monsignor Emmanuel Sakr EV, Parish Priest, the Parish
Pastoral Council and parish committees for their warm welcome
and for the wonderful sense of community.

Sunday of the Leper

This Sunday in our Maronite Church, we reflect on the Healing of
the Leper (Mark 1:35-43). Our Sunday Gospels for the Season of
Great Lent in the Maronite Church direct our attention to some of
the miracles of Christ during his mission on earth. These passages
highlight the themes of healing, forgiveness, and redemption.
They are reminder for us to turn to God and seek forgiveness and
renewal in Him alone.

The Leper in this Sunday’s gospel comes to Jesus as the unique
chance of his life: he begs on his knees; he wants to recover; he
wants to give meaning to his life, and to regain his place in the
community. Considered impure and untouchable, his illness was
believed to be a punishment from God, and along with all lepers,
he was banned from society. He could not enter a city or a town.
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you can make me clean” Mk 1: 35-45

Sunday of the Leper
2Kgs 5:1-3, 9-14
Rom 6: 12-23
MK 1: 35-45

Mk 1:35-45

Jesus has pity on him and heals him, but asks him to be discreet.
However, the man, once healed, hastens to proclaim the news, so
that Jesus can no longer enter a city without crowds flocking to
Him.

The words of the leper said to Jesus in this passage always draw my
attention: "If you choose, you can make me clean." The leper knew
that he can do nothing against this disease, against this evil. No one
can do anything. But the Lord only has to want it, and the disease
will obey! What faith and what confidence! Jesus is moved by his
faith and answers him right away: “l do choose. Be made clean!”

Jesus always wants to heal us, at every hour of our lives.
Sometimes, our own lack of faith allows us to think that we are not
worthy, or that we are incurable. We lose hope because we cannot
see in ourselves what the Lord sees in us and what He is willing to
offer us. This account is a reminder of God's love and mercy towards
all of us, even when we are suffering or at our lowest point.

In a world that often values productivity, efficiency, and success, it
can be easy to overlook those who are suffering, and to turn a blind
eye to their Eain and struggles. But Jesus calls us to a different way
of being in the world, a way that is rooted in compassion and love.

On this Sunday, let us ask ourselves: how can we be more like the
leper in this story? Do we have his faith and confidence in God’s
mercy? And how can we be more like Jesus? Do we show
compassion and love to those who are suffering, to those who are
often overlooked and marginalized?

May we be inspired this Lent to bring hope to those who are
suffering and be reminded of our capacity to make a positive
difference in the lives of others.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445
Fr Charbel Dib: 0410 759 795

Fr John-Paul Bassil: 04018545 454

Parish Office:

9689 2899

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday

9am - 4:30pm
Saturday

9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068

Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Fr Sam Wehbe: 0417 171 737
Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883

Fr Bernard Assi: 0411 811 807

Fr Pierre Khoury: 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir: 0414 900 016

Dcn Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384
SubDcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335



Perseverance in Love

Love makes us do crazy things. Love ignites desires in us
that are inexplicable, and so strong, leaving you to
wonder ‘who is this person that | have become’? To
surrender to love requires that you allow a part of you to
continue pulling the rest of you in a direction that defies
understanding. This may sound “crazy” but if the source
of this desire is pure love of God, then it would explain
much. It is such a desire as this which pulled the leper
toward Jesus Christ, compelling Divine Mercy to heal his
body and his soul. The same could apply to many of us
who are struggling with daily ailments and trials,
offering each day to the Lord as a sacrifice of love,
leaning on His Love and Mercy alone.

Since dedicating my life to the service of the Church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit with the courage to
believe, my love for God became my wings. There’s a
love in my heart that drives me every day to persevere at
any cost. | can’t explain how, | can’t explain why, | just
know that it’s my love for Jesus and my desire for
Heaven that fuels it. There is a longing within me that
can never be filled on earth. As the years go by and as |
grow older, | feel as though I’m running the race even
faster than before, yearning to finish the race - | can
almost see that finish line but it’s still too distant for me
to slow down. My longing to be with my God forever, is
beyond human explanation. The years have taken their
toll on me, but my heart and soul do not care about any
physical impediments - only spiritual strength is needed
in this race. Perseverance in Love - in God who is
LOVE...that’s the only explanation.

Reflecting on the struggles of many throughout the
world, especially in my homeland of Lebanon, grief and
sorrow of loss and daily hardship can only be overcome

with Faith and Hope, relying on the support and
generosity of others. Life is full of such moments, or
days, and for some it’s a lifetime that seems to never
end. Knowing the indescribable pain of loss that many
families are enduring, it would seem cruel to simplify
the solution or remedy by stating the need for such
virtues in these times. Yet, | can think of nothing more
valuable or consoling than the words of St. Paul to the
Romans: “I consider that the sufferings we presently
endure are not worth comparing with the glory to be
revealed in us.” In this Season of Lent, therefore, we
must persevere in prayer and endure all trials, knowing
that “God sees me”.

Salwa Elias

God revealed himself
to Israel as the One who has
a stronger love than that of
parents for their children or of
husbands and wives for their spouses.
God in himself "is love" (1 John 4:8.16),
who gives himself completely and

gratuitously, who "so loved the world that
he gave his only Son so that the world
might be saved through him" (John
3:16-17). By sending his Son and the
Holy Spirit, God reveals that he
himself is an eternal exchange
of love.

ANSWER

.' UPCOMING EVENTS



Sunday 26 February:

Sunday of the Leper

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Yvette Mikhael Doueihi from
Zgharta widow of the late Habib Badwi Zeaiter from Bane
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Salem Wadih Chamoun from
Zahle

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Marie Homsi widow of the
Late Elias Abi Ragi from Arabet Kozhaya

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Elie Esber from Beirut

Monday 27th February:
6:00pm Late Ammoun Azar widow of the late George Baaklini
from Antouret El Metn (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 1 March:
11:30am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch

Thursday 2 March:
St Youhana Maroun
10:30am Seniors Mass

Friday 3 March:

Masses 7:00am & 9:00am

5:45pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and Procession
(Arabic)

8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and Procession
(English)

Saturday 4 March:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late George Phillip Moubarak
from Deir Al Kamar

Sunday 5 March:

Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late John Badwi Zaiter from Bane
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Kalim Salim Saliba from
Haref Ardeh

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Evelyn Elizabeth Betros from
Kfarsghab

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 19/02/2023

Plates: $20,537 | Donations: $280 | Candles: $1,497

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,500,048 CYPC: $35,798 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,154,374 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

Fersen
Al Adra

Started their lesson Last Saturday
with Ash Monday in making 3D Ash
crosses with black string and
paddle pop sticks. Then after lunch
children discussed their big idea
Diorama projects. Fersen Al Adra
meet every Saturday form 1-3 pm.

* Last Monday *

The Sodality lead prayers and
Mass to honour the apparition of
Our Lady of Fatima. Mass and
prayers were offered for the
people in Turkey and Syria, after
the devastation suffered by the
recent earthquake

* On Monday

* Last Thursday

We began our Lenten journey with
Ash Monday. The Rite of the Ashes
and Masses were celebrated
throughout the day. “Create in me
a clean heart, O God, and put a
new and right spirit within me.” -
Psalms 51:10

The seniors committee with our
spiritual leaders Fr Youwakim & Fr
Paul celebrated with our precious

seniors the remembrance of our
faithfully departed loved ones. It

was a wonderful day full of
entertainment and joy in the lead
up to Lent

“on Wednesday

The sodality organises a Lenten
lunch from over 40 different
homemade dishes made with care
and love. All funds raised from this
amazing village like event, goes to
Families in Lebanon in form of
Medicine assistance. Drop by next
Wednesday at 11am for Mass
followed by Lunch.

On Tuesday

The FDW gathered for their weekly
talk led by Fr John Paul. We
explored on the topic of “where
are the others?”

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls
who have no one to pray for them, Khalil Abboud (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) Ibrahim Chahin (D)
(E) Matthew Essey, Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Youssef & Layla Geitani & Family
(H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George, Jabour Assad Haddad, Hanne
Jabour Haddad, Assad Jabour Haddad, Amin Tannos Haddad, Samyia Amin Haddad, Saada Hawach, Youssef Hawach (1) (J) Youssef &

Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Salim & Jamal Khaicy & Family (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa, Arthur Lichaa (M) Youssef Maroon &
his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Father Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R)
Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their
son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Ghorra & Kemel Tanna, Mannie & Tony Tannous (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




