OUR

Pt RISH

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral - Hatris Park

q the Gr
. ance into
Issue 16 | Sunday 19 February 2023 | Cana sunday: Entr:

eatlent «Woman,

Season of Lent

-l Dear Parishioners,
Great Lent begins on Ash Monday 20 Feb 2023 Mass times as
\ei followed: 6am, 7am, 9am, 10:45am, 5pm & 7pm
<@ We need to be ready to spend at least 25 minutes at Church.
] Fridays of Lent

There will be no 6pm Mass. Rather, Stations of the Cross,

hat concern'is that to you and to me? My hour has ”Ony’l‘COme”JnZ'J 17
wha e

Evening Prayers and Adoration of the Cross in Arabic at

5:45pm & English at 8pm.

Message from the Bishop

Golden Jubilee Year - Cana Sunday
Brothers and Sisters,

With Cana Sunday, we enter into the Season of Great Lent in our
Maronite Church, a time for us to pause, reflect on our lives and
strengthen our relationship with God and with others.

In his Lenten message for 2023, our Maronite Patriarch, His Eminence
and Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, reminds us of the
Lord’s words that “man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matt 4:4) With this answer,
the Lord teaches us that we are in need of 2 types of nourishment:
one for our physical bodies and another for our spiritual soul. They
are both needed to sustain us.

The need for food and physical nourishment is now, more than ever,
a necessity for many of our own people in Lebanon and in man
parts of the world. The political, economic, and social crises, as well
as wars and natural disasters have left man)éhungry and unable to
provide their basic necessities. The Patriarch reminds us that “The
time of Great Lent puts each of us in a state of duty to help our
brothers and sisters out of justice, solidarity and responsibility.
Fastinﬁ itself includes charity, which is the sharing of what we have
with those who are in need, whether it is a lot or alittle.”

Our Eparchy is holding an appeal to support families in Lebanon
with charitable boxes and envelopes available at the church doors.
Aware that families in Australia are also feeling some financial strain
due to the rising cost of living, we thank you for any support or
donation you can make to families in need in Lebanon.

The second necessary nourishment is “every word that comes from
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). His Holiness Pope Francis speaks
about the duty to listen to the word of God, because by hearing it, we
repent and change the course of our lives, our actions and our point
of view (January 22, 2023). His Holiness affirmed that the word of
God is for everyone and it is our duty to make sure that the word of
God is shared, proclaimed and put at the centre of our lives.

When Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights, he was in a state of
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prai/]er. Fasting necessitates prayer, in order for a person to be open
to the word of God and listen to it with their heart. It is by listening to
the word of God that we can be filled with love for others and carry
out acts of charity. Fasting, prayer and almsgiving go together in our
Lenten journey.

Lenten Penitential Practices

In regards to the Lenten penitential practices for the Maronites, and
in accordance with the guidelines released by His Beatitude and
Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, the recommended
practices are summarised below:

« Fasting from midnight to midday on all Weekdaﬁ/s from Ash Monda
to the Saturday of Light (8 April): no food or drink is to be consumed,
with the exception of water;

« Abstaining from consuming meat and dairy on the Fridays of Lent;
and throughout the first and last week of Lent (Holy Week);

« Fasting and Abstinence on Saturdays and Sundays are not an
obligation, with the exception of the Saturday of Light (Easter
Saturday), where fasting and abstinence are to be observed,;

« In 2023, the following feast days fall within the Lenten Season: St
John Maroun (2 March%, The Forty Martyrs (9 March), St Joseph (19
March), St Rafqga (23 March), The Annunciation (25 March). We do not
fast or abstain on these feast days.

It is important to note that food and water are always permitted
when needed to take medicines or in case of illness or old age or
school children. A person who cannot fast or abstain may choose
another form of penance.

| pray that this Lent is filled with spiritual blessings. May the words we
hear on Ash Monday “you are dust and to dust you shall return” be
our constant reminder over these coming 40 days that this world is
.fas_sinhg. Every action we do here on earth'is a preparation for eternal
ife in heaven.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
r Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445

Parish Office:
9689 2899

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday
9am - 4:30pm

Saturday
9am-1pm

Fr John-Paul Bassil: 0401 545 454
Fr Alain Fares: 0433 507 389

Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824
Fr Bernard Assi: 0411 811 807

Fr Paul Joubeir: 0414900016

Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883
Fr Sam Wehbe: 0417 171 737

Dcn Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384
SubDcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au



Mercy in sacrifice

Lent is the most favorable Liturgical Season of the year,
for renewal and conversion of our hearts and minds, for
the redirection of our paths back to the original source of
our creation and very existence. It’s normal to think of
Lent as a time of sacrifice and offering, but let’s also
consider these 40 days as an opportunity to gain and to
receive so much more than we give. After all, it is in
giving that we receive...and the same applies to
“mercy”.

When we practice our Lenten fast throughout this
Season, let’s not forget that it’s not what goes into our
mouths that causes us to sin, but rather, our words and
deeds, or lack of deeds. Sacrifice also consists in ‘giving
of ourselves’ to others - whether it be our time, talent, or
possessions. In doing so, it must be with humility of
heart and purity of intention. Giving of ourselves without
counting the cost, without mentioning the
inconvenience, and without reminding our neighbor
how little they deserve our mercy or kindness. Jesus
reminds us that “freely you have received, and freely you
must give.” Therefore, the essence of our giving is in
itself merciful love.

Our fasting or acts of kindness should not be made in
order to gain recognition or praise for ourselves, but
with the intention of reparation (offering penances) and
showing mercy to our neighbor. Naturally, when we hear
the word ‘sacrifice’ we think of pain and loss. On the
contrary, if we truly love the Lord with all our heart and
with all our mind, then we would understand that the

true meaning of love IS sacrifice. Keeping this in mind,
we no longer complain when confronted with
inconvenience, discomfort or frustrations of every kind.

Jesus is the role model of how we must show love and
mercy toward our neighbor, with compassion and
empathy. To show mercy in sacrificing ourselves for
others, we would be wise to follow the gentle words of
our Blessed Mother: “Do whatever He tells you.”
Before this Season of renewal is over, ask yourself:
“Have | shown mercy to one who is seeking forgiveness,
or do | harbor grudges? Have | given of myself with
purity of intention, or to gain reward?” Each of us will
receive the same amount of mercy as we dispense. Let
us be generous in giving.

Salwa Elias

God is Truth
itself and as such he
can neither deceive nor
be deceived. He is "light,
and in him there is no

darkness" (1 John 1:5). The
eternal Son of God, the
incarnation of wisdom, was
sent into the world "to bear
witness to the Truth"
(John 18:37).

ANSWER

.' UPCOMING EVENTS

OLOL Vocations

Aoty

Tor ook & time that best zuits vou;
Contact Elana on Q466 2583 883

Rosehill Blood Service

Group

e foalowss ki~ - T &:19

D ol P caslles o ppnen it Lord? x
D el T 3 cslling ng 1h Pregaptherecad ?

89M Sactians of the Crau &
l.ﬁ.l:-m'inﬂ

w
0 gy ol b ok fre] @ Vrdvrraad JI'II
ety o, e b v b e i St A

T it Jmpale B by T3 111 Ol




Sunday 19 February:

Cana Sunday: Entrance into the Great Lent

9:30am One year Mass for the Late Sam Abraham Saide from
Debel

Monday 20 February:

Ash Monday

6:00am Rite of Blessing of the Ashes

7:00am & 9:00am Mass and Rite of Blessing of the Ashes
10:45am MCHF Mass and Rite of Blessing of the Ashes
5:00pm & 7:00pm Mass and Rite of Blessing of the Ashes

Tuesday 21 February:
6:00pm The late Youssef Boulos Abdallah from Ehden Zgharta
(died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 22 February:
11:30am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch

Friday 24 February:

Masses 7:00am & 9:00am

5:45pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and Procession
(Arabic)

8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and Procession
(English)

Saturday 25 February:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Maryanne Wahib Maroun
from Sebhel wife of Tony Khoury Samiya from Kfarsghab

Sunday 26 February:

Sunday of the Leper

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Yvette Mikhael Doueihi from
Zgharta widow of the late Habib Badwi Zeaiter from Bane
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Salem Wadih Chamoun from
Zahle

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Marie Homsi widow of the
Late Elias Abi Ragi from Arabet Kozhaya

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Elie Esber from Beirut

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 12/02/2023

Plates: $13,510 | Donations: $400 | Candles: $247

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,500,048 CYPC: $35,798 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,154,374

UNITS: $11,745 PoST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
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WHAT HAPPENED /
INYOUR PARISH ! M

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

¢ Last Friday @
to Sunday

The youth of OLOL and St Joseph’s
came together for a pre-Lenten
retreat. It was a weekend filled

with Mass, spiritual talks and
reflections, some fun activities,

Adoration and getting to meet new

people. It was a beautiful weekend

to prepare our hearts in time for
the season of Lent

*Last Saturday *

The Sodality of the Immaculate
Conception at OLOL organised a
fundraising dinner party to raise
funds for the parish’s Solar
System Project.

A big thank you to all the
Organisers, Donors & Sponsors.
Thank you to everyone who
purchased tickets for the dinner
and to everyone who purchased
raffle tickets.

May Our Lady Bless you and your
families

The OLOL Family Committee
together with the Maronite Teens
committee hosted a family picnic
day at a local park in Rydalmere.
There was a cool summer breeze,

good food, fun activities for the
young and old and everyone in
between. Such a great turn out and
happy faces and smiles
everywhere! Such a blessing to
have a fun filled Parish Family Day!
Thank you to all who made it
possible and we thank Our Lord for
His abundant graces

On Tuesday

The FDW gathered for their weekly
talk. Fr Alain led our talk, and we
explored on the topic “keep my
commandments in your heart”.

We should keep His

commandments in our heart and
not forget them because they are

the key to eternal life that leads us

to the heavenly kingdom.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Hanna & Wahib
& Samira & Michael Andari (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros, 3atil Boutros (C) (D) Antoun Chehade Doumit & His wife Saide
(E) Matthew Essey, Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Roumanos & Chemouni & Toni Elhessen, Gerges & Josephine & Marroun Elias, Azar
Estephan (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Karam Hanna Gerges & his wife Labibe & their son Majid, Gabriel Gabriel, Daniel Gabriel, Bob Gabriel (H)
Maurice &Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) Khalil Youssef Issa & His wife Marina, Youssef & Ibrahim

& Antonios & Alia & Wadad Ibrahim, Ayoub & Miryana Ibrahim, Rimon & Sarah Ibrahim (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph, Jose & Miryana Jallis (K) Sarkis Chucri
Khoudair, Ibrahim Khodeir & his wife Layla, Bakhous Khodeir, John Kaawi, Wadih Khodeir (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty
Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, John & Adele Monof, Hesne Malkoun, Francis Moussa, Youssef Moussa & his parents & his son & his
sister (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Najidi Eid Semaan, Antoun & George Safi, Mary & Diana Safi & their parents, Maroun & Madeleine Maroon
Saad & their parents, Elias Said & parents, Georges Shammas, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son
Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Kemil & Gorah Tanna, Nicholas Tohme (U) (V) (W) Karen Wehbe & Mona Wehbe (X) (Y) (Z)




