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Message from the Bishop

Launch of the Jubilee Year

Brothers and Sisters,

We celebrated this past Thursday the feast of our
spiritual father, Saint Maroun, and the launch of the
Jubilee Year of our Eparchy marking 50 years since its
establishment, under the theme - The Maronites in
Australia: A Journey of Holiness and Openness.

First and foremost, we paused to remember those suffering from
the devastating effects of the recent earthquake in Turkey and
Syria, the very region where Saint Maroun and his disciples lived
and preached. We must continue to pray, especially for those
who have lost their lives and their loved ones, as well as the
countless others who are displaced or injured in any way. May
our Lord God, through the intercession of Saint Maroun, console
those who are bereaved, aid the provision of relief, strengthen
the work of emergency teams, and shine His light and hope in
the midst of despair.

At the beginning of this Jubilee Year, we can look back with
gratitude for so much that has been achieved in the past 50 years
of the Eparchy noting that the history of the Maronites in this
country is much older: it goes back more than 150 years. For
more than one hundred years, pioneer priests and religious
sisters embedded the seeds also planted over one thousand six
hundred years by St Maroun and his disciples. We can say these
have come to fruition in this land enabling the establishment of
an Eparchy led by a Bishop, and making it possible for the
Maronites of Australia to accomplish all the wonderful things
they have.

The lives of St Maroun and his disciples, and the people of the
Maronite Church were indeed journeys of holiness and
openness. Just as our forebears prepared the harvest which we
now bring in, what harvest are we preparing for those who come
after us?

In 1973 and with the arrival of our first Bishop, we had four
priests, and three religious sisters. In 2023, we have 58 priests
and 20 religious sisters. In 1973, we had 4 parishes, two of them
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without a parish Church, and one wonderful school. In 2023, we
have 21 churches and chapels, eight schools, five aged care
centres; and the vision for our Eparchy reflected in our pastoral
priorities (2021-2027), has a lot of potential for a better future for
our Church community.

I am very grateful for all of you the Maronite faithful, for all what
you have done to ensure we continue our journey together
forward. Here | mean everyone, from all the staff and volunteers,
those who have donated in one way or another, those who bake
and make meals and sweets, those who help maintain our
parishes, those whose hearts burn with love for our church
regardless of the challenges. | am also very grateful for the priests
and religious monks and nuns, from the very first who set foot on
this land, to the newest, for their work and dedication to our
mission.

We must always remind ourselves that the journey of holiness
and openness begins right here, right now, with us. However, it
does not end with us. It is for our children, their children, and our
brethren all over the world.

| pray with you and with all the Australian Maronites so that, in
this year, we become even more aware of the responsibility which
God has given us in this blessed land. | wish you all a Blessed
Jubilee Year!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Praying for the Dead

Prayer has always been my solace, my “go to place”
especially when life isn’t going my way and | need to find
purpose and direction in my life. But that’s not the only
time | turn to prayer, for it has become my ‘daily bread’
and the nourishment | need each day to help me
persevere in my vocation as a disciple and worker in the
Lord’s vineyard. Above any other reason, | need prayer to
maintain my intimate relationship with God, wherein |
speak to Him and He speaks to me in the uniqueness of
this divine intimacy.

During my earlier years as a florist in Rookwood
Cemetery, my prayer developed into a deeper and more
structured way of life. | felt a strong connection with the
souls of the dead and could not stop praying for them
throughout my day. | prayed for those who were
grieving, that they may be strengthened in Faith and
Hope, and | prayed for those who had passed into
eternal life, that the Mercy of God had found a way into
their hearts for reconciliation before their last breath.
This intention had already been included in my daily
prayers for many years, having lost 5 of my own children
in miscarriages, and always praying for my father who
died when | was 2 years old. Every Christmas Eve | am

reminded that my father was taken from us on this
night, unexpectedly in a car accident on the icy roads in
the mountains of Lebanon. In my prayers, | beg for God’s
Mercy upon every soul that has ever passed, and that
God may accept our sacrifices and offerings made on
their behalf. Praying for the dead is an act of mercy on
our part, for they can no longer pray for themselves, and
that’s why it’s so important for us to pray and to offer
the Sacred Liturgy for their eternal rest on this Sunday
of the Faithful Departed.

Salwa Elias

Tradition and
Sacred Scripture are
bound closely together and
communicate one with the other.
Each of them makes present and
fruitful in the Church the mystery of

Christ. They flow out of the same
divine well-spring and together
make up one sacred deposit of
faith from which the Church
derives her certainty about
revelation
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Mass in remembrance of all the faithful departed will be held on 14 February 2023
at 12pm in the Mausoleum of the Resurrection Chapel in Rookwood Cemetery
(next to office of the Catholic Church).

If you would like to have the name of your deceased loved ones mentioned
during the Mass, please contact the parish office on 9689 2899.



Sunday 12 February Friday 17 February

Sunday of the Faithful Departed 6:00pm Mass for The Late Latife Kazzi wife of Albert Hatem from
8:00am Seniors Committee Mass Jieh died in Lebanon.
9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Mark Said Coorey from
Kfarsghab Sunday 19 February

Cana Sunday: Entrance into the Great Lent
Monday 13 February . . 9:30am One year Mass for the Late Sam Abraham Saide from
11:00am Rosary prayers followed by Mass for the intention of Debel

families, youth, sick and for the Apparition of Our Lady at Fatima

Tuesday 14 February PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

12:00pm Mass at the Mausoleum of the Resurrection Chapel in

Rookwood Cemetery for the Faithful Departed Week .
WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 05/02/2023

\;Vggnesf\lﬂay 1? F?r?]r“fr%’ Milo F Elias from Kfarsehab died Plates: $12,621 | Donations: $- | Candles: $809

:00pm Mass for The Late Milo Fayez Elias from Kfarsghab die

in America PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,514,060 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Thursday 16 February UNITS: $1,159,637 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

10:30am Seniors Committee Mass followed by lunch.

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

The Rich Man and Lazarus

"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime
you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
agony.”™ Luke 16:25 (NIV)

Choose the word that best matches the definition.

* Last Thursday *

* Last Saturday *

The Senior's Committee with our

Spiritual Leader Father Youwakim Fersen Al Adra & Teens had their

1. Having a lot of money or valuable possessions and Fathgr Paul welcomed back registration day! It was an
- A B c P D. rich our precious seniors with Mass enjoyable day filled with sweet
-agony B.poor C.comfort D.rncl followed by lunch. It was so great | treats and snacks to make the day
__ 2. Anopening in a wall or fence for entrance or exit to see their beautiful faces and ”;lt)tfnfggam:f]ggﬁ?ot&l 11:(;'\/;0
A.gate B.chimney C.hole D.window smiles. We look forward to seeing seeing yoxj atyour first lessons!

. - them every second Thursda ; ;
3. A poor person who lives by asking others for money or food y : In the evening our new vocations
— group had their first event. It

A. banker B.baker C.prophet D.beggar started off with Mass followed by
® prayer and fellowship. If you feel
On Tuesday called to serve the Lord or called
to the priesthood, this group is
perfect for you! Please do not

4. Stopped living
A slept B.tired C.repented D.died

5. Aclear, colorless, odorless, and tasteless liquid essential for most

— lant and animal lif our youth held their regular sports hesitate to reach out to Joey on
plant and animal lite night. As always, a heated game of 0405 122 064
A lemonade B.tea C.coffee D.water soccer was on! Along with table

tennis and board games. Join us

6. Extreme physical or mental pain or suffering B K fomectreupooiEEL

A.repent B.agony C.comfort D.ease engage in a bit of friendly
7. To change your behavior because you are sorry for what you have competition. In the evening the
— done Family of Divine Word met with Fr
; Maroun and explored the topic of our parish celebrated the Feast of
A.warmn B.died C.repent D.agony “the language of peace”. In this v St Mﬁm%w? Massdes hil;j -
8. To tell someone of possible danger or harm language we are truly the children oS NOLLENE aaylancli ek
- i < of God because we work to bring 7 Maroun, pray for us!

A.warmn B.comfort C.repent D.harm peace wherever we go.

9. To soothe someone in a time of pain or suffering

A.wam B.harm C.comfort D.repent
10. The fleshy part in the mouth that is used in tasting Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.

A teeth B.tongue C.tonsils D.gums
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we
Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them,
Joseph Chehade Alam & Father Ange Alam, Akl Family (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey,
Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Zahi & Amal Costantine El Khoury (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Elias Geagea & his wife Mariam
Mkhael Geagea (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh

Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families, Kassis Family (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife
Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe
Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin &
Emille, Saba Family (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Tanna Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




