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Golden Jubilee Year Update and Feast of St Maroun

Brothers and Sisters,

It is with a spirit of joy that we approach the Feast of St Maroun,
and the launch of our Eparchy’s Golden Jubilee.

I hope to see as many of you as possible at St Maroun’s Cathedral
in Redfern on the evening of Thursday 9 February to welcome the
relics of Saints Maroun, Charbel, Rafqa, Nehmetallah and Mary
MacKillop. The arrival of the relics will be followed by a solemn
mass at 7pm.

The relics will remain at St Maroun’s until Friday night, after
which they will travel to St Maroun’s Parish in Brisbane and then
St Maroun’s in Adelaide. | encourage you all to make the time to
visit with and venerate our Saints, who continue to inspire our
journey of holiness.

Our Maronite Liturgical Calendar - Sunday of the
Righteous and the Just

On this second Sunday of Commemoration, the Maronite Church
remembers the Righteous and the Just and guides us to reflect
on the Gospel of the Judgment of the Nations as written by St
Matthew (25:31-46). We read about the separation of the sheep
from the goats.

The sheep, who have shown kindness and compassion to the
hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the
imprisoned, are welcomed into the kingdom of heaven. On the
other hand, the goats, who neglected these needs, are sent away
to eternal punishment.

This passage reminds us that our actions towards those in need,
no matter how small, have eternal significance. Jesus shows us
that it is not only what we believe but also how we live out our
faith that matters. Our love for others, especially those who are
marginalized, is a reflection of our love for God.

We must strive to be a blessing to those around us. Every act of
kindness is an opportunity to serve Christ and bring glory to His
name. We are reminded of this reality on this Sunday of the
Righteous and the Just, who are the good sheep to the right of
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the Lord. Reading about the final judgment should never scare
us; it should rather push us to better live the present. In His mercy
and His patience, God offers us to grow in faith each day to
recognize Him in the poor and in the little ones.

This Sunday is an opportunity for us to reflect on the lives of the
saints and the holy people who preceded us, to imitate their faith
and devotion. It also serves as a reminder that we are all called to
be saints. May we be recognised as good and faithful servants
when we stand before the Son of Man.

FCBCO Assembly 2023

| write this message as | prepare to partake in the General
Assembly of the Federation of Catholics Bishops’ Conferences of
Oceania (FCBCO) over the coming days.

The FCBCO 2023 Assembly will be a unique episcopal experience
for us as Churches of Oceania to partake in the Synod of
Synodality process and present the voices of the people of
Oceania to the Synod taking place in Rome in October 2023.

I ask you to pray for the Catholic Bishops of Oceania that the Lord
may bless their gathering with wisdom, guidance, and
inspiration, as we come together to discern His will for the people
entrusted to our care. Let us pray for listening hearts and minds
that our meeting is guided by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth
and love.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Fr Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445

Parish Office:
9689 2899

Opening Hours:
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Inheriting the Kingdom of God

Being a Christian in today’s world means being radical,
and that’s what I’'ve learned from following Christ - to be
radical. It’s not enough for me to “learn” about God, for |
must “know” my God in order to follow Him and to
better guide those placed under my care. Developing
this relationship with Him in my own personal
encounter has led me to believe, even when others may
doubt, and to persevere despite the odds that seem
against me. To endure and bear all things, even when I'm
confronted with the unbearable, and especially with my
own faults and weaknesses. Perhaps this is a bold
vocation into which God has placed me, but | know that
He will also provide the means necessary to follow Him
in any vocation to which we are called. Therefore, | must
continue in my feeble attempts to be another “Christ” on
earth in order to merit being with Him in Heaven,
praying daily for the courage to become an imitation of
Christ living in me, at every opportunity.

| have asked myself “what must one do to inherit the
Kingdom of God” and to be included among the
Righteous and the Just? | guess a good start is to be
radical about our faith in the Triune God, to stand up for
what is right and just, defending the defenceless and
speaking out for the voiceless...to be a light in the

darkness for those who are too ashamed or frightened
to cry out for help - the homeless and hungry, the
abandoned, oppressed, abused, and rejected. It takes
courage to do what is right and just in the eyes of God
without appearing to be fanatical in the eyes of the
world, but this is what it would take to inherit the
promised Kingdom. Hearts filled with love for God and
neighbour, merciful and fair, growing in heroic virtues,
must certainly be worthy to merit such a great
inheritance from such a loving and merciful Father.

Salwa Elias

Starting from
creation, that is from
the world and from the
human person, through
reason alone one can know
God with certainty as the
origin and end of the
universe, as the highest
good and as infinite truth

and beauty
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Mass in remembrance of all the faithful departed will be held on 14 February 2023
at 12pm in the Mausoleum of the Resurrection Chapel in Rookwood Cemetery
(next to office of the Catholic Church).

If you would like to have the name of your deceased loved ones mentioned
during the Mass, please contact the parish office on 9689 2899.



Sunday 05 February

Sunday of the Righteous and the Just, i4give Day Sunday 12 February:

8:00am Sodality Mass Sunday of the Faithful Departed

9:30am Deceased members of the Family of the Baby Tony 8:00am Seniors Committee Mass

Charbel Lattouf from Karem El Mohr 9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Mark Said Coorey from
11:00am 40 Days Raymond Boutros Azize from Zgharta Kfarsghab

5:00pm 40 days Boutros Aoun From Saghbine - Bekaa

7:00pm l4give Mass
PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS
Monday 6 February:

6:00pm The late Y f Boutros Malkeh Tawk (died in Leb

pm The late Youssef Boutros Malkeh Tawk (diedinLebanon) | e ey} v cOLLECTIONS For week ending: 29/01/2023
Thursday 9 February: Plates: $10,858 | Donations: $200 | Candles: $463
Feast of St Maroun PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm
Saturday 11 February: CYPC: $3,514,060 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
E;%g';g'n)-rhe late Elias Tannous Eldeek from Ein Ebel (died in UNITS: $1,159,637 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

Who am I?

e FirstHoly @

Communion 2023

after 7pm youth mass the MYO
invited everyone to a pizza night
Parents of over 110 children as a great way to meet others

| was born in Syria.

o o o e ivi ir Fi attending our pre-Lenten retreat.
My example inspired many disciples, both o e e sgsawere | Weaiso Streamed the Austalian
men and women. welcomed as they gathered for the grens f'nzl\,i?]?n%?d 3l
first time for their information
. night.
Saint John Chrysostom wrote to me from Wednesday afteroon s the
] s ] s commencement of lesson one in
his exile in the Caucasus asking for my Bleparing our parish Chidrenfor
b leSSI n gS an d p raye rs. thelESF::f[ceE?;{e%(}?Eizggz\ghICh Sports night is always a great way
to meet people and engage in a bit
. of friendly competition. This week
| am the founder of the Maronites. was o exception, we had a heated
game of soccer - as always, table
® On Wed nesday ® tennis and board games!

evening
Who am I? the first spiritual session of the year

was our English Faith Formation
about the keys to get to Heaven.
Led by Fr Charbel, we discussed if
being good is good enough. It was

Our parish celebrated The Feast of

g the Presentation of The Lord in

a great opportunity to collaborate the Temple. All Masses celebrated
ideas and grow in knowledge on the day also included the rite

of the blessing of the candles.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
. the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our

() ) newsletter.
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His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay invites you to join in the first of many Golden Jubilee celebrations of
our Eparchy, the Feast of St Maroun on Thursday 9 February at St Maroun’s Cathedral in Redfern, where we
welcome the arrival of the relics of St Maroun, St Charbel, St Rafga, St Nehmetallah, and St Mary of the Cross
MacKillop at 6.30pm. A solemn Mass will follow at 7pm.

This will be the first stop for the relics of our saints, who are a continuing source of inspiration in our journey towards
the Kingdom of Heaven. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we
Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B)
Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen
George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) Milad Ayoub Issa &

Fouad Issa (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L) Peter &
Mary Lichaa, Arthur Lichaa (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N)
(O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family, Emile Youssef Rizk (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Youssef Bakhos Sabat (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna,

Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




