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Message from the Bishop

Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday is the first of the Three Sundays of
Commemoration in our Maronite Church during which we
remember our departed, starting with the Priests, followed by
the Righteous and the Just and finally the Faithful Departed.

These Sundays are particular to our Maronite Church and
directly precede the Season of Lent. The theme for these
three weeks is that we shall all die at a time we do not know.
We therefore must be ready, living each day as if it could be
our last.

These Sundays also conclude our Season of the Epiphany.
Father Anthony J. Salim writes that "these commemorations
of the Departed are to be seen in the context of the Epiphany
emphasis on the charismational mission of all Christians, and
on the destiny of those faithful to their baptismal calling.
Those who have died to this life are on the next stage of their
journey to the Kingdom.” (Captivated by Your Teachings, 2001)

We read on the Sunday of the Priests the parable of the
faithful and wise servant (Luke 12:42-48). This parable speaks
to the importance of being prepared and ready for the return
of the master. The servant in the parable is entrusted with the
responsibility of managing the household, and is expected to
carry out his duties in a faithful and wise manner. However, he
becomes complacent in his role, thinking that the master will
not return soon. He forgets that he is accountable for his
actions and will be judged accordingly.

This parable serves as a reminder to all of us, and especially to
all priests, that we are all servants of God, entrusted with
responsibilities in His household. We must be faithful and
wise in the way we carry out these responsibilities. Like the
servant in the parable, we must not become complacent or
arrogant, thinking that the Lord's return is far off.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri Rosary:
Park 7am, 9am & 6pm

8am (Arabic)

9:30am (English) Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)

7 (En lish Youth)
Sat7: Oam& pm (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Mon -Sat .
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English) FrCharbelle 0410 759 795
Divine Mercy followed by

peen given much, much will be demanded” L  15- 4245

This week, | ask you to pray for me and for all your priests that
they may strive to be faithful and wise servants of God, using
the gifts and talents He has given us for His glory and for the
service of you, His people. And when we inevitably fall short,
pray for us that we may recognise our mistakes and have the
courage to make amends. | also ask you to pray for vocations
and for good and faithful servants for our Church.

Jubilee Year Update and Feast of St Maroun

As you are aware by now, our Eparchy is celebrating in 2023 its
50-year Golden Jubilee since its inception under the theme -
The Maronites in Australia: A Journey of Openness and Holiness.

The Golden Jubilee Year of the Maronite Eparchy of Australia
commences on Thursday 9 February 2023 at 7pm on the
Feast of St Maroun, our Spiritual Father. | invite you and your
families to the Solemn Mass for this most joyful event. Let us
teach our children about our Maronite heritage and
encourage them to celebrate the feast of our spiritual father as
our ancestors have done for centuries.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
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Being a faithful servant

Throughout the years, since | came to know more about my
faith and Church Teachings, my thoughts have been focused
on spreading the Good News, whether it be through media or
through personal encounters and witnessing. When | think of
the different avenues by which | have access to resources and
formation materials, | am always impressed by Mother
Angelica, foundress of the global Catholic television network
EWTN. In her own words “I cannot bring Christ to my
neighbour and to the world if I have not first given him to my
family”. To me, she was truly a faithful servant, reminding us
that we are all “missionaries” on this earth and each of us has
a distinct role in going forth to make disciples of all nations.

Mother Angelica was a ‘contemplative’ yet she was able to
build a global network of evangelisation through her fervent
prayers and undeniable trust in the power of God to overcome
all obstacles. What does it mean for someone like me, a wife
and mother, to be a faithful servant and disciple of Christ? It
means that | must set a good example for my family and
ensure that Christ is the centre of our lives, knowing that it is
enough for me that “God sees me”. Jesus has clearly stated
that our supreme path is to take up our cross daily, deny
oneself, and follow Him. This call to discipleship is our
“Vocation” - Priesthood, Marriage, Religious life, or single
blessedness. My particular vocation is Marriage, but my
daughter’s Calling is to Religious life. We are both disciples of
Christ in separate roles, but that doesn’t automatically make
us “faithful servants” unless we do what we do for the sake of

God’s love, no matter who sees us. | am a disciple to my family
and to those whom | encounter daily by my witnessing
through the Sacraments and prayer, whereas she is a
missionary bringing the hope and joy of Christ to those in
need.

As we pray for the perseverance and holy endurance of our
Priesthood on this Sunday of the Priest, let us remember this
- twelve fishermen followed Christ, without any resources,
and they made disciples of all nations. Imagine what we can
do with the endless means at our fingertips today! Go forth
and be not afraid to serve the Lord, without seeking reward or
recognition, apart from the eternal salvation of souls.

Salwa Elias

God himself, in
creating man in his own
image, has written upon his heart
the desire to see him. Even if this desire
is often ignored, God never ceases to draw
man to himself because only in God will he
find and live the fullness of truth and
happiness for which he never stops
searching. By nature and by vocation,
therefore, man is a religious being,
capable of entering into communion
with God. This intimate and vital
bond with God confers on man
his fundamental dignity.

ANSWER

“. UPCOMING EVENTS

To join the seniors
committee in assisting
the elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch
and entertainment

We are If you are interested
calling for please contact
new Yasmine on

volunteers!!! LR
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday of the Priests

On this Sunday of the Priests, we ask you to keep all priests

in your prayers, so that they may remain faithful servants of

the Eucharist and the Word of God. We also remember all the
deceased priests.

The second plate collections taken during VIGILS ON

SATURDAY 28 JANUARY and MASSES ON SUNDAY 29

JANUARY 2023 are dedicated to the Clergy Retirement and

Welfare in the diocese. We thank you for your support,
wishing you God’s abundant blessings.

Sunday 29 June:

Sunday of the Priests

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Najah Semaan Mourad from
Tannourine wife of Hanna Gerges Habkouk from Bane

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Maurice Elias Tannous Gerges
from Karem El Mohr

Tuesday 31 January
6:00pm One year Maurice Tannous Romanos from Kfarsghab

Wednesday 01 February
5:30pm Monsignor Youssef Mkhael Ndaira from Zgharta-
Kfardlaous died in Lebanon

Thursday 02 February

Entrance of our Lord into the Temple- Blessing of the Candles
Masses 7am, 9am, 10:30am & 6pm with the Blessing of the
Candles

10:30am Seniors Mass followed by Lunch

6:00pm 40 days Saba Hanna Saba from Blouza

Friday 3 February:
Feast of Simeon & Anne

Priest Appreciation Letter

Write an appreciation
letter to your parish
priests and
send to
media@olol.org.au
SO we can pass it on
to our Fathers.
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Saturday 04 February:
6:00pm One year George Phillip Moubarak from Deyr El Kamar

Sunday 05 February

Sunday of the Righteous and the Just & i4give Day

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am Deceased members of the Family of Baby Tony Charbel
Lattouf from Karem El Mohr

11:00am 40 Days Raymond Boutros Azize from Zgharta
5:00pm 40 days Boutros Aoun From Saghbine - Bekaa

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 22/01/2023

Plates: $10,527 | Donations: $- | Candles: $894

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $35,387 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $11,745 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

And every day, when your
heart especially feels the
loneliness of life, PRAY!

St Padre Pio



.' UPCOMING EVENTS

The “Heaven on Earth” team are going on a mission to Fiji and kindly ask for your prayers.
If you are able to donate any new clothes, toys, or games for the children in Fiji, these will be
greatly appreciated.

Please contact Fr. Robert-Pio Al Bayeh for further details on 0414 447 883.

All donations to be received before 30 January 2023.
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Mass in remembrance of all the faithful departed will be held on 14 February 2023
at 12pm in the Masoleum of the Resurrection Chapel in Rookwood Cemetery
(next to office of the Catholic Church).

If you would like to have the name of your deceased loved ones mentioned
during the Mass. Please contact the parish office on 9689 2899.
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His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay invites you to join in the first of many Golden Jubilee
celebrations of our Eparchy, the Feast of St Maroun on Thursday 9 February at St Maroun’s
Cathedral in Redfern, where we welcome the arrival of the relics of St Maroun, St Charbel, St Rafqa,
St Nehmetallah, and St Mary of the Cross MacKillop at 6.30pm. A solemn mass will follow at 7pm.
This will be the first stop for the relics of our saints, who are a continuing source of inspiration in our
journey towards the Kingdom of Heaven. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we
Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B)
Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen
George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) Milad Ayoub Issa &

Fouad Issa (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L) Peter &
Mary Lichaa, Arthur Lichaa (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N)
(O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family, Emile Youssef Rizk (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Youssef Bakhos Sabat (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna,
Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




