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Message from the Bishop

Are we open to the Spirit of Truth or the
evil of gossip?
Brothers and Sisters,

The passage from the Gospel this Sunday (John 3:1-21) is a
conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus, a Pharisee and
a member of the Jewish ruling council. He comes to Jesus at
night to reveal his faith in him and to ask him few questions
about his mission.

This passage is a powerful reminder of the transformative
power of the Holy Spirit. It is through the Spirit that we are -
like Nicodemus - born anew, and it is through the Spirit that
we are able to enter the kingdom of God.

In this Season of the Epiphany, we are encouraged to have an
open heart and mind to receive the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Truth and allow Him to work in our hearts and lives. This is a
source of great inspiration and we must all strive to be
promoters of truth, and promoters of the Word of God, our
Gospel, and its values.

There is no greater betrayal of truth than the evil of gossip;
spreading rumours, propagating information from unreliable
sources and subsequently drawing conclusions from these.
Evil gossip tears down the body of Christ because it is rooted
in pride and in sin, it is also often driven by a need to defame
others.

We read in James 3:9 about the tongue, “With it we bless our
Lord and Father, and with it we curse men and women, who
have been made in the likeness of God.”

This sentence convicts all of us.

We are called as believers to promote truth and justice rather
than gossip and lies. Everyone is owed the presumption of
innocence until proven guilty. Even then, before we rush to
judgement we must remember the impact our words can
make. They have the power to build up or destroy people,
relationships and even whole communities.
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Mon - Sat

8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by
Rosary Fri 7:30pm E
Adoration Hour & Confessions Fr Pierre Khou
24 Hour Adoration

of the month
aturday 7:30

he kingdom of God w:thoutbemg born from aboye” In3:qg 5

Third Sunday after the
Epiphany

Num 21: 4-9 | Gal 3: 23-29
Jn 3:1-16

We are called to speak the truth with love. When we hear bad
news or rumours, we should instead find refuge in prayers and
surrender to God’s will.

We are also called to become witness to the truth as it is our
duty to be witness to the salvation in Jesus-Christ to others.
This is what it means to be born anew from the spirit who
“opens our eyes, our ears and our hearts through the Father’s
gift of faith” (Ephesians 3:8-9).

Dear friends, | invite anyone who has an issue or concern
regarding their parish to get in touch with their priest. This is
the right way to clarify things and to build and encourage each
other up.

Importantly, if you have a load you are bearing alone, please
also reach out to your parish priest. You are not alone and your
priest will help connect you with the support you need, and
guide you towards the right outcome.

By the same token | ask you to pray with me and for me, asking
for God’s grace so that we can be the hands and feet of Jesus
in the world of today, and seek only the path that will lead us
and others to be born from above by the Spirit of the living
God.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433211 248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445
Fr Charbel Dib: 0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil: 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta: 0427 922 092
Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824

ry: 0411 735258

Fr Paul Joubeir: 0414 900 016 Fax: 9689 2068

Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883 Email: info@o[ol_org.au

Fr Alain Fares: 0433 507 389 ite:

Den Ron Hassaratic. 0403 504 384 Website: www.olol.org.au
SubDcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335

Parish Office:
9689 2899

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday
9am - 4:30pm
Saturday

-1pm



“No one can see the kindgdom

of God without being born from above”

Birth is the beginning of life... to be born from above is to be
born again - that is, to begin to live a new life. By the power of
the Holy Spirit, a great change is made in the heart of a sinner,
and this new birth from heaven cannot be the same as that
which was before. It means that something is done in us, and
for us, which we cannot do for ourselves. We are renewed with
anew nature, new affections, and new aims. This regenerating
work of the Holy Spirit is compared to wind and water.
Without that new birth which is wrought by the Spirit, and
signified by Baptism, we cannot see the Kingdom of Heaven.
God directs the Spirit who sends His influences where, and
when, on whom, and in what measure and degree, He pleases.

When our lives are consumed by the things of this world, we
may sometimes feel hopeless, and the temptations are too
strong to resist. Isn’t it wonderful that our God does not close
the doors of salvation on our yearning hearts, just because we
continue to fall? By virtue of our Baptism, we are already on
the path to Heaven, but we must ‘walk the walk’ and not just
‘talk the talk’ Itis, by far, easier to preach the Word of God than
to live it. If not for the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our
lives and in our soul, we would rightly have little hope in our
salvation. For it is the Spirit of God who knows the very depth
of our being and every intention of our heart, and through His
influence our lives are changed for the better - but only if we
choose to make this change through our own free will. Those
who have been forgiven much love much, and it is the

converted soul that is the most generous soul of all. The birth
pains of change are as real as any other birth. There is
struggle and there is difficulty in the process. Our consolation
is in knowing that our rebirth is initiated from above and we
must cling to that hope and faith that also comes by that
same power of the Holy Spirit. He came to bring fire to the
earth, and it’s up to us to allow that fire to be blazing in our
hearts.

Salwa Elias

God, infinitely
perfect and blessed in
himself, in a plan of sheer
goodness freely created man to
make him share in his own blessed
life. In the fullness of time, God the
Father sent his Son as the Redeemer
and Saviour of mankind, fallen into
sin, thus calling all into his Church
and, through the work of the Holy
Spirit, making them adopted
children and heirs of his
eternal happiness

QUESTION

What is the

plan of God
forman®

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS

To join the seniors
committee in assisting
the elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch
and entertainment

!“We are If you are interested
calling for please contact
new Yasmine on

volunteers!!! QU 2S00

OLOL Vocations
Group

“Come follow Me" - Mt 4:19

Do you feel called to serve the Lord?
Do you feel a calling to the Priesthood?

AT 5 LOAVES CAFE
HARRIS PARK - SYDNEY

a—

I Prayer | Fellowship
First Event 4th February 2023
6PM Mass | OLOI

Send your cv to:
jobs@5loavescafe.com.au
or call: 0400080000

Contact: Joseph Khoury 0405 122 064
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FAMILY COMMITTEE

OLOL Family Committee
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“IF YOU DO NOT N i
FORGIVE,YOU
WILL NOT BE

FEORGIVEN"
Presented by Fr Ben Saliba

Monday, 30th January Z50pm

MacKillop Room, leve " T CYPE
For enquiries, contact Joe: 0411752995

Heaven on Earth mission to Fiji

The “Heaven on Earth” team are going on a mission to Fiji and kindly ask for your prayers.
If you are able to donate any new clothes, toys, or games for the children in Fiji, these will be greatly appreciated.

OUR LADY OF LEBANO]
Heaven an Earth

Please contact Fr. Robert-Pio Al Bayeh for further details on 0414 447 883.
All donations to be received before 30 January 2023.



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 22 January:
3rd Sunday of Epiphany PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

11:00am the late Michel Hanna El Kazzi from
Damour (died in Lebanon)

Sunday 29 June: WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 15/01/2023
Sunday of the Priests Plates: $15,237 | Donations: $300 | Candles: $534

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Najah Semaan PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
Mourad from Tannourine wife of Hanna Gerges CYPC: $3,514,060 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
Habkouk from Bane UNITS: $1,159,637
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Maurice Elias
Tannous Gerges from Karem El Mohr

UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

g ee
‘ Be strong in the day of trial.
Wait a bit longer. and our good

God will hear our prayer
St Padre Pio 'Y )

Copy the Paste .

For so loved the
world, that he
his one and only :
that believes
in him should not

, but have

eternal .
John 3:16




UPCOMING EVENTS
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Our Lapy oF LEBANON
Maronite Catholi Parish
Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Arabic School

Ledtylaed «Ghagn - Oliad Butgun By  gpall Aal Ayta

Be part of the linguistic and cultural diversity of I )
Australia in 2022 at the OLOL Arabic Language School. Qbﬁf/ﬂ///y ?f

Arabic Classes will be held on Saturday momings in the fz’j’hg @”Hﬂdﬁﬂ/&f/ﬁ éjﬁﬂé'ﬁ?/fﬁﬂ

Community Youth & Parish Centre, Ground Level,
@0Alice Street, Harris Park NSW 2150. The Sodalny is a Maronite Catholic Movement aims to help us underﬁtand
deep

i i H en our Christian Faith and to enrich our spiritual life wit
Registration for Term 1 is open. Sith Working T Ichiourspintual lifel

“Faith Working Through Love” Galatians 5
Start date: Saturday February 4, 2023 ;
Time: 9:30am - 12:30pm

TEENS
REGISTRATION
DAY

To register, please call the Parish Office on

OIWQM, or email arabicschool@olol.org.au

Sodality Prayer Groups.
Sunday at 7:30 am Sodality prayers are said in Arabic
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in English.

&, '@'2 =" od W " All are welcome.
The NSW Government is helping Kids get creative with the new Creative Kids program. — Inquiries for Arabic to Gladis on 0401265210
Apply for the $100 Creative Kids Voucher online: www.service.nsw.gov.au 5
Name of Provider: Maronite Eparchy of Australia Arabic School
O1 01 Arahie Schanl | 40 Alicn Siraat Harrs Park NSV 2150 1 Ph (17 8689 7899 | F- arahicschoni@nial arn it 1 W wiw ol e i ablished at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, Harris Park in 1974. Family of over 250 members.
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, Mass in remembrance of all the faithful departed
v ; e e % will be held on 14 February 2023 at 12pm in the
&y FRI . Masoleum of the Resurrection Chapel in

Rookwood Cemetery (next to office of the
Catholic Church).

If you would like to have the name of your
deceased loved ones mentioned during the
Mass. Please contact the parish office on 9689

2899.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

FUNDRAISING DINNER

Organised by OLOL Sodality

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11
7:00 PM

all proceeds of the evening along with major
raffle, will go towards the installation of A

PARISH SOLAR SYSTEM X

$100 Entry, includes Mezza, Dinner & Soft drinks,

Wine & Beer are available for purchase. FERSEN I ADRA
0101 CchurchyH aill
40 Alice St, Harris Park is BACK

T . .
. N “ Registration Saturday 4th of February
For more information, contact 1 pm to 3 pm at the Youth Centre.
Gladis: 0401 265 210 For enquiries, call Ann on 0466 755 838

. Qur Lady of Lebanon
e %9 138 Co»Cycnhedral Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral | 40 Alice St, Harris Park
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we
Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B)
Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen

George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh
Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun,
Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil
&Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra
Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




