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Message from the Bishop

Golden Jubilee Year of the Maronite
Eparchy of Australia

Brothers and Sisters,

Our Golden Jubilee Year will commence on Thursday 9
February 2023, on the Feast of our Spiritual Father St Maroun,
at St Maroun’s Cathedral in Redfern (NSW).

I invite you all to join me from 6.30pm, to welcome the arrival
of the relics of St Maroun, St Charbel, St Rafga and St
Nehmetallah, with St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. A solemn
Liturgy will follow at 7pm.

This will be the first stop for the relics of our saints, who are a
continuing source of inspiration in our journey towards the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Our Maronite Liturgical Calendar - Second Sunday After
Epiphany

In this second Sunday of the Maronite liturgical season of the
Epiphany, we see a passing of the baton from John the Baptist
to Jesus, through the Announcement of Christ’s Mystery to
the Apostles.

First, our focus is drawn to John’s testimony when he again
identifies Jesus, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”. We see a
foreshadowing of Jesus’ sacrifice in the Old Testament when,
during the final plague on Egypt, Moses tells the Hebrews to
sacrifice a lamb and smear its blood on the doorposts of their
homes, so that the Angel of Death passes over and not enter.

Our Lord gave His life for us through the ultimate sacrifice, his
crucifixion, that we might escape from the slavery of sin and
that the Angel of Spiritual Death, the devil, might turn away
from us. By the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, we are
saved. And just as the Jews ate the Passover lamb, we too
consume Christ in the Holy Eucharist.

Importantly in this Gospel, Andrew and Peter, who had been
John’s disciples, turn to follow Jesus. They identify Him as
“Rabbi” and then “Messiah”, and we see the shift. We also see
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a call to discipleship when Jesus Himself tells them “come
and see” where He lives. This brothers and sisters is a call to us
all.

How extraordinary it is to read that Andrew and John had, in
the course of one day, recognised the Messiah, and fathom the
speed with which the human heart can be filled with faith.

Andrew then brings his brother Simon, whom Jesus identifies,
“..You are to be called Cephas” (Peter). At this point the
fulfilment of God’s covenant with the world becomes a reality
here and now embodied in a believing community. How
beautiful it is that we all continue to be a part of this
community and Christ’s beloved sons and daughters.

We see in this Gospel so many aspects of what it means to be
a Christian. First, we follow Jesus, and accept Him as our
teacher. We also visit Him with all humility, where He lives, in
the tabernacle. We are compelled to make our offering to God
through the Lamb of God, by joining in the Eucharistic offering
of the Mass, repenting and doing our penance.

Whoever we are, wherever we are, and whatever we do, let us
proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Messiah and our Saviour. He
is the doorway to God the Father and to a life that begins anew
when we truly understand that we are His beloved disciples.
Amen.
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“Come and See”

One of the most commonly repeated phrases by Jesus
throughout the Gospels has become known as the universal
call to discipleship. Today we heard Jesus responding to the
disciples with “come and see” and there is another discourse
in the Gospel of John (Chapter 21) where Jesus is speaking
with Simon Peter and ends His dialogue with these two words
“Follow Me”- both phrases are an invitation from Jesus to the
Ecclesial Priesthood. We are also reminded here, of the
importance of praying for all vocations, especially that of the
Priesthood, the means by which we receive the Sacraments.

Another significant part in that same discourse between Jesus
and Peter in the Gospel of John is the question to Peter “Do
you love me more than these?” Jesus asked Peter, knowing
the response, but wanting Peter himself to affirm this love
with his own words from his own lips. Why? Because many of
us tend to justify our faults by defending our actions, or lack of
actions, with “God knows my heart.” Yes, He certainly does
know our hearts, but perhaps God is also asking us to be more
vocal in admitting our faults, and thereby availing of the great
Sacrament of Mercy - Confession. No justification could ever
compare with the unfathomable forgiveness and love that
God has for His people, despite Him knowing our weaknesses
and faults, as long as we have that sincere contrition and
remorse, acknowledging our love for God.

There are many messages in this particular Gospel of John,

but the most outstanding of all is to follow Jesus wherever He
wishes to lead us, completely trusting in Him alone. If we truly

love Jesus, we will love His Church on earth, and we will love
those whom He has placed as shepherds for the flock. If we
truly love Jesus, we would follow Him every day by keeping
Him in our thoughts and in our actions. Do we honour Him by
attending the Sacred Liturgy? Do we take Christ with us
everywhere we go? Does our language express Christ in our
lives? Do we love others as Christ loved us?

Jesus is asking each of us every day “Do you love Me?” How
will we respond to this calling...to the vocation that God has
chosen for us to follow? To answer any of the above, it is
simply a matter of choosing to do what Christ would do, and
to say what Christ would say. Let us be another Christ to all
around us...let us follow Him, so that by our words and
actions we may confidently respond “Yes, Lord, | love You.”

Salwa Elias

The saints are our
models of prayer. We also
ask them to intercede before

the Holy Trinity for us and for the

whole world. Their intercession is

their most exalted service to God's

plan. In the communion of saints,
throughout the history of the Church,
there have developed different
types of spiritualities that teach

us how to live and to practice

the way of prayer

QUESTION

How are
the saints

guides for
prayer ?
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UPCOMING EVENTS

To join the seniors
committee in assisting
the elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch
and entertainment
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HIRING

HARRIS PARK - SYDNEY

Send your cv to:

AT 5 LOAVES CAFE

FERSEN AL
2023 REGISTER

Saturday, 4th Febuary
2023 From 1-3pm
hosted in the
OLOL Youth

centre

Registrations for
First Holy Communion
for 2023

are being received online until
Monday 16th January 2023.
Please don't delay in submitting
registrations before the closing
date.

Visit our website www.olol.org.au

jobs@5loavescafe.com.au
or call: 0400080000




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 15 January:

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Saad Mtanios Nassif
Boumelhem from Haref Ardeh

Monday 16 January
10:30am Funeral the late Michel Hanna Youssef Tannous from
Karem El Mohr

Tuesday 17 January
Anthony the Great
Masses: 7:00 , 9:00am and 6:00pm

Wednesday 18 January:
7:00pm The late Kozhaya Toufic Budway from Kfarsghab (died
in America)
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Find the following words in the puzzle.

Words are hidden and

ANDREW LAMB ROCK

BROTHER MESSIAH TEACHER

CEPHAS MORNING

DISCIPLES PETER

FOLLOWERS RABBI

Saturday 21 January:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Saide Tadros Sarkis from
Bkerkacha wife of Antoine Youssef Tannous from Tartej

Sunday 22 January:

3rd Sunday of Epiphany

11:00am the late Michel Hanna El Kazzi from Damour (died in
Lebanon)

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 01/01/2023

Plates: $8,818 | Donations: $- | Candles: $411

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,532,493 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,165,151 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

We don't have to wait til we are
perfect to bear withess to
Jesus; our proclamation begins
today, right where we live. And
it does not begin by trying to
convince others, but by withess-
ing every day to the beauty of

the Love that

has looked

upon us and

liftted us up. PP
Pope
Francis




. PARISH CAMERA

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

FUNDRAISING DINNER

Organised by OLOL Sodality

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11
7:00 PM

all proceeds of the evening along with major
raffle, will go towards the installation of |

PARISH SOLAR SYSTEM

$100 Entry, includes Mezza, Dinner & Soft drinks,
Wine & Beer are available for purchase.

Heaven on Earth mission to Fiji
The "Heaven on Earth" team are going on a mission to
Fiji and kindly ask for your prayers.

If you are able to donate any new clothes, toys or games
for the children in Fiji, these will be greatly appreciated.
N . cx 2i0 Please contact Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh for further details

cathy: 0408 669 130 [CQER B on 0414 447 883. All donations to be received before

OLOL Church Hall
40 Alice St, Harris Park

For more info ion, contact

- 30 January 2023.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we
Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B)
Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Joseph El-Tahan
(F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Elias (Louie) Georges, Maurice Georges (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph

& daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul
families (L) Semaan Assaf Loulach & his wife Chemouni, Salim Assaf Loulach & his wife Nazmieh (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese
Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi
Roumanus and all the deceased from their family, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Saba Family (T) Kemil
& his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Tanna Family, Hanna (John) Tabet (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)






