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Message from the Bishop

This Sunday, the First Sunday after Epiphany, we read
about the announcement of Christ’s Mystery, or the
revelation of God the Son to John the Baptist in John 1:
29-34.

Now imagine for a moment John the Baptist looking up
and pointing to the approaching Jesus as we read, “Here is
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the World....|
myself did not know Him, but the One who sent me to
baptise with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the
Spirit descend and rest is He who will baptise with the Holy
Spirit. | have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”

John had been in the desert and out of the spotlight,
preparing for something special up until the day of his
manifestation. But God gave John a sure sign and he was a
reliable witness regarding Jesus, because he had
confirming evidence from God.

John testified to the Truth: God is on his way; He is coming
to us. And while some people at the time believed that
John may have been the one they had been waiting for,
here he addresses this once and for all.

Through this Gospel we also understand that if the
cleansing with water was associated with John’s ministry,
the bestowal of the Spirit was reserved for the One who is
greater.

He will baptise with the Holy Spirit! The Baptism of John is
not sacramental, it is for the repentance and it was before
the death and resurrection of Jesus. Our baptism is
sacramental as it is born from the mystery of salvation, and
we receive the grace of the Holy Spirit.

This week we celebrated the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany
of the Lord where we recognise that through His baptism,
Jesus initiates a new life of grace for us all, and through His
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eventual sacrifice on the Cross, He came to make us sons
and daughters of God the Father and invites us into this new
life.

Through our own baptism, we are made sons and
daughters of the Lord and we are called to live in union with
Christ, through the Holy Spirit. This is the gift that is given to
us at Baptism and if fully accepted and lived will certainly
transform our lives.

So at the beginning of this New Year, let us commit to being
alert to knowing Jesus, open to inspiration by the Holy
Spirit and ready to do what God is asking of us.
Repercussions from our faithfulness will be very great | can
assure you.

This week we also farewelled the Late Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI, who was a great example of this faithfulness
to us. The essence of his spiritual testament which was
released earlier in the week calls us with these words,
"Stand firm in the faith! Do not let yourselves be confused!".
Let us continue praying for the late pope, whom Pope
Francis described as 'a fearless preacher'. Like John the
Baptist, he did not give into compromise when it came to
his love for Christ, for his Word, for his Truth.
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"The Lamb of God”

There was a time when | feared those words “reborn” thinking
it only referred to our Protestant brothers, the “born again
Christians” and I’'m sure | wasn’t alone in this thought. Of
course, with formation and catechesis over the years I've
learned the great value of being reborn in the Spirit of God.
WOW! That sums up how it feels to come to the realisation of
what the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation instil into
our souls. As | came to understand more deeply the power of
the Blessed Trinity within my own life, there was a sense of
great awe when the Holy Spirit of God revealed Himself to me,
in His Gifts and in His Presence. Whether it be within the
darkest moments of my life or in the brightest moments, this
undeniable trust in Him has been my strength and continues
to be the source of my hope, no matter what situation | am
facing.

I can’t help but ponder today on the servant whose master left
him as ‘steward’ of the household in his absence and relate
that parable to all vocations to which God has called each of
us. We have a great responsibility when someone places their
trust in us. Imagine how great then, is the weight of that trust
coming from God when the Holy Spirit outpours His gifts upon
us - not to be hidden but to shine like the sun, to be the salt of
the earth and light of the world!

Having spent over half my life serving the Church, my heart is
very much connected with the Priesthood and Religious life. |
mention this here because | know that every vocation,
whether married, single, or religious, requires a total

self-surrender and abandonment to God - a ‘rebirth’ - and this
requires that we surrender to the Spirit of God within us. He
has entrusted His vineyard into our care, but not without Him
to guide and direct the way. Each day | ask to be reborn in His
Spirit of patience to endure the frustrations awaiting me, and
| pray fervently through Him for the courageous perseverance
of all vocations. We cannot endure the cross of daily struggles
without the strength that only the Holy Spirit can provide. As
John the Baptist recognised the Lamb of God by the Spirit
that rested upon Him, let us also be recognised as the sheep
of His flock by the Spirit that is resting upon us and within us.
The Spirit of peace, love, joy and hope who is perpetually
present in the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the

world.
Salwa Elias

Since the Holy
Spirit is the interior
Master of Christian prayer and
"we do not know how to pray as

QUESTION

What is the
role of the

we ought" (Romans 8:26), the
Church exhorts us to invoke him
and implore him on every
occasion: "Come, Holy
Spirit!"

Holy Spiritin
prayer 2

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS

To join the seniors
committee in assisting
the elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch
and entertainment

!”We f?‘re If you are interested
calling for please contact
new Yasmine on

volunteers!!! LliEg by




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 8 January:

1st Sunday of Epiphany

8:00am The late Georgette Gerges Nakhel from Becharre widow
of the late Hanna Nkoula from Bekaakafra (died in Lebanon)
and Seniors Committee

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Frank Ferris from Asnoun
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Mtanios Greige Youssef
Nakhoul from Karem Al Mohr

5:00pm The late Mariam Youssef Jabour widow of the late
Hamid Abdallah Farah from Ardeh (died in Lebanon)

Monday 9 January:
6:00pm The late Boutros Kabalan Dahdah from Zgharta (died in
Lebanon)

Thursday 12 January:
6:00pm The Late Hasna Farah Saib widow of the late Elias
Mikhael Hadchiti from Hadchit (died in Lebanon)

Friday 13 January:

11:00am Rosary Prayer followed by Fatima Mass

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Rose Bahaa Doueihi widow of
the late Antoine Kandalaft from Zgharta

Saturday 14 January:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Semaan Chami from
Beirut

Sunday 15 January:

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Saad Mtanios Nassif
Boumelhem from Haref Ardeh

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 01/01/2023

Plates: $8,818 | Donations: $- | Candles: $411

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,532,493 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,165,151 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our dorrs (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

On Saturday

. . a commemoration Mass was held
the Sodality were busy in the lower | for the repose of the soul of Pope

level church carpark making Benedict XVI. His Excellency Bishop
delicious awaymet/zincol on the Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Eve of the Feast of the Epiphany. celebrated the Mass. Pope

Benedict was one of the great
Christian minds of the past 100
years and a man of deep humility.

They were selling all day and night
in the car park and near the grotto.

Thank you to all who purchased for  Asa professor of theology, cardinal
your support as all proceeds went  and pope, he kept true to his own
to assisting the needy. motto “Servant of Truth”. We ask
that you continue praying for the
repose of Pope Benedict’s soul and

Oon Thursday for our church. May he rest in
evening

peace!

our parish came together to
celebrate Mass with His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay for

the Eve of the Feast of the Epiphany Masses continued in celebration of

of Our Lord. Mass included the Rite the Epiphany with the Rite of
of the Blessing of the Epiphany Blessing of the Epiphany water. We
water and was sprinkled in the also held 24 hour Adoration for the
church and on our parishioners. first Friday of the month. Many

parishioners came to spend time
with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we
Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them,
Chmouni AlHosn, Tannous Al Hosn, Hanneh & Youssef Al Hosn, Tannous Abboud & his wife Lulu (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley)
Boutros, Natieh Draybi Bayssari, Khalil Bayssari, Saidie Bazouni, Gerges & Lamia & Saide Bou Saide, Nakieh Bazouni & her husband Antonios Draybi (C)
(D) Laudi Draiby, Chahide Draiby (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Mafjid George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George, Jabbour Assad Haddad & his wife

Hanne, Amin Tannous
Haddad & his wife Samyia, Assad Jabbour Haddad (1) Youssef Ishak, Roumonos Ishak, Bakhos Ishak, Sarkis Ishak, Julia Ishak, Souraya & Tansa Ishak (J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families, Genevieve Badoui
Khoury, Mkhael Badoui Khoury & his wife Hanneh and sister Afife (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa , Arthur Lichaa, Youssef Lichaa (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife
Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe
Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin &
Emille, Michael & Nouhad Sukkar, Saba Family, Saeide Saba, Georges Shammas (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese
Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Tanna Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Elias Zahra, Roumanos Zahra




