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Our dearest parishioners,
Wishing you all a

Happy New Year!

May 2023 be filled with blessings,
good health, love and happiness.

From all the Clergy, Staff and members of

Pope’s message on peace

the various parish committees and groups.

World Day of Peace
Jn14: 27-31 | Eph 2: 11-22

Extracts from the Message of Pope Francis for the 56th
World Day of Peace

1 JANUARY 2023

1. When tragic events seem to overwhelm our lives, and we
feel plunged into a dark and difficult maelstrom of injustice
and suffering, we are likewise called to keep our hearts open
to hope and to trust in God, who makes himself present,
accompanies us with tenderness, sustains us in our weariness
and, above all, guides our path. For this reason, Saint Paul
constantly exhorts the community to be vigilant, seeking
goodness, justice and truth: “So then, let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober”. His words are
an invitation to remain alert and not to withdraw into fear,
sorrow or resignation, or to yield to distraction or
discouragement. Instead, we should be like sentinels keeping
watch and ready to glimpse the first light of dawn, even at the
darkest hour.

2. Covid-19 plunged us into a dark night. It destabilized our
daily lives, upset our plans and routines, and disrupted the
apparent tranquillity of even the most affluent societies. It
generated disorientation and suffering and caused the death
of great numbers of our brothers and sisters. It threatened the
job security of many individuals and aggravated the
ever-increasing problem of loneliness in our societies,
particularly on the part of the poor and those in need. We
need but think of the millions of informal workers in many
parts of the world left without a job and without any support
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during the time of the lockdown. Indeed, the pandemic seems
to have upset even the most peaceful parts of our world, and
exposed any number of forms of fragility.

3. Three years later, the time is right to question, learn, grow
and allow ourselves to be transformed as individuals and as
communities; this is a privileged moment to prepare for “the
day of the Lord”. | have already observed on a number of
occasions that we never emerge the same from times of crisis:
we emerge either better or worse. Certainly, after directly
experiencing the fragility of our own lives and the world
around us, we can say that the greatest lesson we learned
from Covid-19 was the realization that we all need one
another. That our greatest and yet most fragile treasure is our
shared humanity as brothers and sisters, children of God. And
that none of us can be saved alone. This experience has made
us all the more aware of the need for everyone, including
peoples and nations, to restore the word “together” to a
central place. For it is together, in fraternity and solidarity, that
we build peace, ensure justice and emerge from the greatest
disasters.

4, Even so, at the very moment when we dared to hope that
the darkest hours of the Covid-19 pandemic were over, a
terrible new disaster befell humanity. The war in Ukraine is
reaping innocent victims and spreading insecurity, not only
among those directly affected, but in a widespread and
indiscriminate way for everyone, also for those who, even
thousands of kilometres away, suffer its collateral effects - we
need but think of grain shortages and fuel prices. This war,
together with all the other conflicts around the globe,
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represents a setback for the whole of humanity and not
merely for the parties directly involved. Certainly, the virus of
war is more difficult to overcome than the viruses that
compromise our bodies, because it comes, not from outside
of us, but from within the human heart corrupted by sin (cf.
Gospel of Mark 7:17-23).

5. What then is being asked of us? First of all, to let our hearts
be changed by our experience of the crisis, to let God, at this
time in history, transform our customary criteria for viewing
the world around us. We cannot continue to focus simply on
preserving ourselves; rather, the time has come for all of us to
endeavour to heal our society and our planet, to lay the
foundations for a more just and peaceful world, and to
commit ourselves seriously to pursuing a good that is truly
common. We must promote actions that enhance peace and
put an end to the conflicts and wars that continue to spawn
poverty and death. Only by responding generously to these
situations, with an altruism inspired by God’s infinite and
merciful love, will we be able to build a new world and
contribute to the extension of his kingdom, which is a
kingdom of love, justice and peace.

Message from the Bishop

PASTORAL INSTRUCTION
FUNERAL & NAOUN ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dear Reverend Clergy and Parishes,

The celebration of funerals are a part of the life and ministry of
the priest. In so doing, he fulfils the right of every member of the
Christian faithful established in Baptism and the promise of God’s
merciful salvation obtained for us in Christ. The Funeral Rite of
the Antiochian Syriac Maronite Church asks spiritual assistance
for the departed, honours their bodies as temples of the Holy
Spirit and brings the solace of hope to the living.

Over recent decades, it has been common practice within our
Eparchy to announce the funeral of the deceased during the
parish announcements and to read the Naoun at the beginning of
the respective Funeral Rite. This practice was implemented due
to the lack of other modes of communication. However, given the
rise and efficiency of modern technology, it has become
appropriate that we reconsider our Funeral and Naoun practices.

In light of the above, and after consultation with the Council of
Priests, the following Pastoral Instruction is issued to the clergy
and parishes in this Eparchy, which takes effect on 1 January
2023:

1. The reading of Death Notices and Memorial Masses within the
parish are to only be announced by the respective parish. Death
Notices and Memorial Masses from outside the parish are to be
listed on the parish notice board or via its other modes of
communication.

2. Thereading of the Naoun at the Funeral Rite is to no longer take
place at the beginning of the service. Rather, the homilist is to
mention the names of the deceased’s family members

within his homily. However, it is permitted to mention the name
of the deceased and their departed family members at the
commencement of the service.

These revisions have been instituted to ensure that our Divine
Liturgies remain in a spirit of reverence and prayerfulness and,
particularly, to be consistent with the liturgical norms of our
Antiochian Syriac Maronite Church in Lebanon and around the
world.

In this month dedicated to the souls of the faithful departed, we
pray that the Good Lord will grant them eternal rest in His
dwellings of peace and light.

Prayerfully in Christ,

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Eparch of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania

In sharing these reflections, it is my hope that in the coming
New Year we can journey together, valuing the lessons that
history has to teach us. | offer my best wishes to Heads of State
and Government, to Heads of International Organizations,
and to the leaders of the different religions. To all men and
women of good will | express my prayerful trust that, as
artisans of peace, they may work, day by day, to make this a
good year! May Mary Immaculate, Mother of Jesus and Queen
of Peace, intercede for us and for the whole world.

From the Vatican, 8 December 2022
Francis

Above all with the
Hail Mary, the prayer with
which the Church asks the
intercession of the Virgin. Other

QUESTION

Marian prayers are the Rosary,
the Akathistos hymn, the
Paraclesis, and the hymns and
canticles of diverse
Christian tradition

ANSWER

PEACE

Growing up in the 1960’s and 1970’s we were very much aware of
the ravages of war. Many Lebanese families, including those living
in Australia, have experienced terrible tragedies and personal
losses just from the wars in Lebanon alone. Civil unrest around
the world is so common that it appears to have become “normal”.
There is no peace where there is division and abuse of authority,
where persecution of the defenceless abounds, and where
violence is the immediate response in almost every situation. War
has many faces, not only that of guns and armies - addiction to
vices of every kind, domestic violence, abortion, sexual abuse,
family brokenness, and more.

There is another “war” in which many souls are struggling alone,
trying to conquer each day - the battle within, where peace is not
at home; where guns are replaced by doubts, fears, anxieties, and
depression. Resolving this battle within, which is hidden from
others and seen by God alone, requires a complete surrender to
Him. Peace in the heart of a soul that trusts in God is more
achievable than peace in the heart of a world that does not know
Him. “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In the world you will have trouble. But take courage; | have
overcome the world!” (John 16:33)

What more could Jesus have said to us, to encourage our
perseverance in the midst of trials and to give us the hope to
endure all with confidence and trust in Him? But | ask myself,
“how can one bring peace to a world that doesn’t know Christ,
when there is no peace even among those who do claim to know
Christ?” It’s a difficult question to answer and the solution may be
found in our complete surrender to God, for He has never stopped
being in control. He is simply waiting for our humble cooperation.
As we enter upon the threshold of each new year, we usually hear
of many “New Year’s resolutions” being proclaimed, but are they
just promises waiting to be broken, even by ourselves? | believe
it’s better to form good habits for life based upon the Fruits of the
Holy Spirit, such as mercifulness, patience, kindness, generosity,
prayerfulness. What is peace, after all? Is it being free of cares,
having all that we need, without troubles or fatigue? Or is peace
the ability to overcome the trials that embrace one’s life and to
rise above them, persevering in Faith, Hope, and Love? The latter
is a true definition of peace, and this peace can only be attained if
we have an intimate relationship with God, the Blessed Trinity,
through daily prayer, reflection, and the Sacraments.
May His Peace reign in our hearts!

Salwa Elias
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 1 January:
New Year’ts Day - World Day of Peace
Masses: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm

Wednesday 4 January:

Presentation in the Temple & Prophetess Anna

5:30pm the Late Georgette Abi Al Lamaa from Bremana widow
of the late Elias Najem from Ktalah - Jezzine (died in Canada)

Thursday 5 January:

Eve of the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany of Our Lord

Masses 7:00am & 9:00am

6:00pm Eve of Epiphany Mass with with the Rite of Blessing of
the Epiphany Water

10:00pm Eve of Epiphany Mass with with the Rite of Blessing of
the Epiphany Water celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine Charbel Tarabay

Friday 6 January:

Feast of the Glorious Epiphany of Our Lord

Masses 7:00am, 9:00am & 6:00pm with the Rite of Blessing of
the Epiphany Water

KIDS CORNER

Saturday 7 January:
Masses 7:30am & 6:00pm

Sunday 8 January:

1st Sunday of Epiphany

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Frank Fares from Asnoun
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Mtanios Greige Youssef
Nakhoul from Karem Al Mohr

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 25/12/2022

Plates: $- | Donations: $- | Candles: $-

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,532,493 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,165,151 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED /
INYOUR PARISH /M

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

» On Christmas «

Eve

our parishioners continued to come
through our doors for Mass to
celebrate the Glorious Birth of Our
Lord. We hope you all had a
beautiful Christmas spent with your

our parish families came together
at 6pm for the Christmas vigil
family Mass. Some of the children
played roles in a live gospel play,
they did an outstanding job with
their roles. After Mass we had a
special visit from Santa who
distributed gifts to all the children.
At 11pm his excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

loved ones. Christ is Born, Alleluia!

» On Tuesday e

night

celebrated the Solemn Mass for the
glorious Birth of Our Lord. Our
church was overflowing with
parishioners in celebration of
Christmas.

the MYO held their long awaited
Christmas & New Year’s Party. From
dancing, to food, a pancake bar, DJ
and photo booth set up, it was a
great night to celebrate the Birth of
Our Lord as well as entry into the
new year.
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Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our

troubled hearts
leave WOI’ld newsletter.
joy love
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UPCOMING EVENTS

To join the seniors
committee in assisting
the elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch

and entertainment M Igﬂu
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we
Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them,
Maurice & Mary Abi Daher (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed,
Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen
George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families, Salim &

Jamal Khaicy & Family (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N)
(0) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W)
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