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Christ is born, Alleluia!

May the New Born King fill your lives with faith,

hope and warm love.

Wishing all our parishioners and your families a
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From all the Clergy, Staff and members of the various

parish committees and groups.

The Meaning of Christmas

Spending time with family and friends is one of the most
beautiful joys in life. Christmas is the season when annual
leave from work is at its peak and the world celebrates with
Church devotions, public holidays, Christmas trees, and
unlimited shopping. It’s a special time dedicated to family
gatherings, festivities and parties with friends and work
colleagues. It’s also a time when we contemplate how our life
has or has not developed over the past year and where we are
headed in the coming new year.

Unfortunately, not all of us have the opportunity to be with
family or friends during Christmas, and it feels as though this
is a time of year when we tend to think less about what we
have, and more about what we do not have. It is certainly a
time of many blessings for all, mixed with sadness for some
who have suffered a loss.

Looking upon those who have less than we do, is one way of
appreciating and being thankful for what we do have. If you
have shelter, food and transport, if you are employed, if you
are not alone and have family around you, if you are alive with
no terminal illness - be thankful. Many people have little of
those blessings, but are still grateful despite these losses
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because of their perception....the challenges that come our
way in life may be embraced as opportunities to change, to
grow, and to become ‘better’ rather than ‘bitter’. Every family
has at least one member this year that will not be with them at
Christmas - we may be separated by distance, or by death.
Some may be distanced because of family divisions or divorce,
unforgiveness or harbored grudges. There are many reasons
and many excuses to “not feel Christmas” for some. If only we
all could imagine what it was like for Mary and Joseph to be so
poor and so alone when the birth of Jesus was imminent? Can
you imagine the distress they would have felt as they searched
endlessly for shelter on that cold winter night in Bethlehem?
Christmas is a time to recall the true reason for this season, to
be thankful and merciful, because God became Man for the
sake of our Redemption.

Remember, the words of Saint Charbel - “Do not begin
anything on earth if it is not going to end in Heaven.” Start
each day with deeper Faith, stronger Hope, and unconditional
Love, then move forward trusting in God.

Salwa Elias
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Website: www.olol.org.au



Message from the Bishop

Beloved Brothers and Sisters, Sons and Daughters of our
Maronite Eparchy,

When God Became Man
1. With the birth of Jesus Christin a lowly manger, God said

to humanity: | have come down from heaven for your
salvation and ...behold, | have taken flesh from the Virgin
Mary for your sake!

2. Christmas is the story of the Son of God who becomes
the Son of Man. This is so we can become children of God
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and bear witness to the
truth, so that we might inherit the Kingdom of Heaven
through faith in Jesus Christ.

3. God chose a most fitting time for the incarnation of His
Son: “but when the completion of the time came, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born a subject of the Law.”
(Galatians 4:4)

4. He chose the most humble people, those who relied
upon His mercy: Mary and Joseph, Zechariah and
Elizabeth, the shepherds and the magi.

5. Likewise, He chose to be born in the most fitting place,
for the prophet declared: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, you are by no means the least among the leaders
of Judah, for from you will come a leader who will
shepherd my people Israel.” (Matthew 2:6)

6. In this way the secret and magnitude of God’s love for
humanity is shown, that: In Christ Jesus, God has revealed
everything to us. The mystery is made real in the Incarnate
Word, the Saviour who, through His humanity, came to
restore the image of God in us, after it had become
distorted by sin. God desires to show that His image in us is
a source of truth and glory, true peace and good hope for
all humankind. For “...we have seen His Glory, Glory as of
the ?nly Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John
1:14

7. In the greatness of God’s love for humanity, we find the
desired encounter between Creator and His creatures.
Christmas presents an opportunity for the meeting of
heaven and of earth, and signals the reconciliation of
humanity with God, and the return of people to one
another. Christmas also signals the journey of repentance,
forgiveness and joy in the Lord.

8. How beautiful it is for us to acknowledge and profess
first that perfection belongs to God alone; and second, that
each one of us has weaknesses, that we make mistakes
and we fall. With this understanding, we can no longer
condemn each other, but rather, become reconciled with
one another. In this way, we can only reject resentment,
division and past grievances. It is then in the name of Jesus
Christ, that we open the doors to love, reunion, and peace.
9. Given Christmas is also a time for family reunions and
gatherings, it is a matter of course for us to celebrate the
Divine Liturgy of the Nativity as a family, praying with each
other and for each other, so that the grace of the Feast may
enter our hearts and increase our faith and unity.

10. On this Feast, we must remember in our prayers those
families who cannot be reunited for one reason or another,
or those families who may meet but without the joy of the
feast due to hardship.

11. Here | turn again to you, beloved sons and daughters of
our Eparchy, to thank you for the charitable work and
humanitarian aid you carry out on an ongoing basis,
especially to our people in Lebanon. In this regard, | hope
you can continue to give what you can to support schools
and universities in our homeland, for the future of Lebanon
is closely tied to educating future generations.

12. My dear friends, we can only celebrate Christmas when
we renew hope in our hearts and in our lives. Refreshed by
the spirit of this blessed Feast, we look at the coming year
2023 with even more hope, raising a prayer of thanksgiving
to God for the opportunity to celebrate the fifty-year
anniversary of the founding of our Maronite Eparchy here
in Australia. On 13 July 1973, the Holy See issued a decree
establishing the Diocese of St Maroun and appointing its
first Maronite bishop.

13. After fifty years, we pause and gather together to thank
the Lord for what has been achieved, especially in view of
our churches, monasteries, convents, schools, aged care
and other institutions. This has all been made possible
thanks to the generosity of the Maronite community
working closely with our priests, monks and nuns. This
Jubilee is an occasion to continue our march - the journey
of holiness and our testimony to our Antiochian spiritual
and liturgical heritage - and our openness to the will of God
in this land of diversity and opportunities.

14, Our Golden Jubilee Year will commence on 9 February
2023, with the celebration of the Feast of our father, Saint
Maroun, at Saint Maroun’s Cathedral, Redfern. We shall
close the Jubilee Year when we celebrate the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception on 8 December 2023 at Our Lady
of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, Harris Park.

15. Christmas abides for us as a feast of joy and wonder,
which we can say we truly live with the Virgin Mary and
Saint Joseph as they look upon the face of the Divine Child,
Emmanuel - God with us - and He saves us. For what God
has prepared for the life of each and every one of us is
infinitely better than anything we could have planned for
ourselves.

Christ is Born... Alleluia!

Sydney, 24 December 2022
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Because of her
singular cooperation with
the action of the Holy Spirit,
the Church loves to pray to Mary

QUESTION

and with Mary, the perfect
'pray-er', and to "magnify" and
invoke the Lord with her. Mary in
effect shows us the "Way" who
is her Son, the one and
only Mediator

How is
Christian

prayer
Marian ?

ANSWER



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Thursday 5 January:
Sunday 25 December: Eve of the Feast of the Glorious Epiphany of Our Lord
Christmas Day Masses 7:00am & 9:00am
8:00am Mass (Arabic) 6:00pm Eve of Epiphany Mass with the Rite of Blessing of the

9:30am Mass (English) Epiphany Water

10:00pm Eve of Epiphany Mass with with the Rite of Blessing
of the Epiphany Water celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine Charbel Tarabay

11:00am Mass (Arabic & English)
5:00pm Mass (Arabic & English)
7:00pm Mass (English)

Monday 26 December: Friday 6 January: )
Praises of the Mother of God Feast of the Glorious Epiphany of Our Lord
8:00am Mass Masses 7:00am, 9:00am & 6:00pm with the Rite of Blessing

11:00am Mass of the Epiphany Water

6:00pm Mass
PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS
Saturday 31 December:

New Year’s Eve .
Masses 7:30am & 6:00pm WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 18/12/2022

Plates: $9,830 | Donations: $- | Candles: $689
Sunday 1 January:
New Year’s Day - World Day of Peace PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
Masses: 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm & 7:00pm CYPC: $3,532,493.00 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,165,151.00 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
INYOUR PARISH /'

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Seniors

Committee

A big thank you to The Maronite
Catholic Society and Saint
Joseph's Senior's Committee for
the invite to celebrate The Holy
Mass under the patronage of His

Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel

Tarabay. Our OLOL Senior's
Committee with our precious
Seniors enjoyed a wonderful day
full of entertainment

Heaven

on Earth

HoE once again continued to
spread the joy and love of
Christmas at our Parramatta &
Liverpool locations. It is in joyous
occasions like this that we see the
beautiful smiles on our friends’
faces and makes our work even
more rewarding.

A massive thank you to all our
members and volunteers! Without
you, our work could not be
possible and your endless
dedication and support is always
hugely appreciated. May our Lord
reward you all a hundredfold.
Finally, a special thank you to our
struggling and less fortunate
brothers and sisters in Christ. We
are extremely proud of the friends
we have made, regardless of their
circumstances. Seeing Jesus in
each and everyone of them is the
ultimate joy of Christmas

» On Tuesday
evening

our youth held their regular sports and

games night. It was a competitive night

of table tennis matches, indoor soccer
and a mario kart tournament

Last Friday

evening

OLOL Staff & Volunteers, “the
beating heart of our parish”,
gathered under the patronage of
his Excellency Bishop Antoine -
Charbel Tarabay to celebrate
Christmas together with OLOL
Clergy. His Lordship echoed the
words of Pope Francis reminding us
that “We all have a role in building

the Church” as a family

* Last Saturday

our Teens held their Christmas
Party, it was an enjoyable night with
entertainment. Everyone was
rocking their sneakers and we look
forward to seeing you all again in
the new year!

the MYO were serving breakfast
after morning Masses. It was a
successful day which led to the BBQ
continuing after 7pm Mass. Many
parishioners enjoyed the good food
and also supporting our cause
which was raising money for
Heaven on Earth

» On Thursday e
night

our parish came together for
Christmas Adoration as we
prepare ourselves to celebrate
the Birth of Our Lord. It was a
beautiful night spent in prayer
and reflection with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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The Joy ofChrlstmas is an outpouring from Heaven to earth. All of
creation rejoices with our Creator in this perfect Joy. Like the
Magi Who presented their gifts to the newborn Messiah, let us
share this joy through our generosity to the children of Lebanon
so that they too can experience the true meaning of Christmas.
Your small gift of $20 will bring much joy, peace and love to a
child’s heart and to those in need this Christmas.

Anything you can donate is greatly appreciated. Please use the
donations box at the door of the church for your generous
offering, Christ is Born! Thank you for your generosity.
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To join the seniors
committee in assisting

the elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch

'We are
calling for
new

volunteers!!!

and entertainment

If you are interested
please contact
Yasmine on
0402 657 924
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Maurice & Mary
Abi Daher (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G)
Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh
Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families, Salim & Jamal Khaicy & Family (L) (M) Youssef

Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son
Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille (T) Kemil &
his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




