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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, the Maronite Church reads the Genealogy of
Jesus. At face value, the genealogies look at Jesus’ ancestry
and the gospel appears to us as a long list of names. However,
if we really dive beneath the surface, it reveals Jesus’ identity
as the Son of God and His mission to save humanity.

God is not distant, and he is not enthroned in Heaven. Out of
His compassion for a fallen world, He became one with that
world, entering a stained lineage, sharing our suffering, our
pain and our failures. He then took all of this brokenness and
sin upon Himself and forgave it. The Son of God became
human, so that He could heal and save us by giving us a share
in His divine life. This is the Mystery we celebrate at Christmas
and in our Liturgy where Jesus brings hope to our world.

MARCMNITE
EPARCHY OF
ALSTRALIA

Announcement of our Eparchy’s E
Jubilee Year 2023

This time last year | announced
2022 as the Year of Hope and so |
am pleased to officially declare
that we look to the coming year -
2023 - with even more hope, as our Eparchy will celebrate its
Golden Jubilee Year: 50 years since its establishment in
Australia.

This historic event in the life of our Maronite Community
signalled a new chapter which marked the significance of the
mission in this land and the importance of the Antiochian
Syriac Eastern identity of our Maronite Church.

Our chosen theme for the Jubilee Year, which begins on 9
February 2023, with a celebration on the Feast of St Maroun
(Saint Maroun’s Cathedral, Redfern) is: The Maronites in
Australia: A Journey of Holiness and Openness. It reflects the
vision of our predecessors for our Church in this land, and
represents our vision for the life of our Church.

The main focus of the year will be a spiritual experience
across the country, when we bring to our parishes and
people, selected relics of our saints for their veneration:

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri Rosary:
Park 7am, 9am & 6pm

Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)
7pm’(English Youth)
Sat7: Oam& pm (Ar/Eng)

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)

1lam (Ar/Eng)
5pm EAr/ %

7pm Englls
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday

6pm and Sunday Masses or by Every first Frida
appointment on weekdays from 9:30 a.m -

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Mon-Sat .
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by
Rosary Fri 7:30pm

F
Adoration Hour & Confessions Fr Pierre Khou
Thur8 pm -9 pm
24 Hour Adoration

of the month
aturday 7:30

Genealogy of Jesus
Mt 1: 1-17 | Rom 1: 1-12

Saints Maroun, Charbel, Rafqa, Nehmetallah, and Australia’s
first canonised saint, Mary of the Cross MacKillop.

We are also anticipating a visit from His Beatitude and
Eminence Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, Maronite
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, in September 2023. After
which, we shall close the Jubilee Year when we celebrate the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception on 8 December 2023 at
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, Harris Park.

The story of the Maronite Church in Australia is given its
meaning by its goal of knowing, loving and serving God, and
loving our neighbours as ourselves. Today | am grateful for our
Church that is active, thriving and growing, always striving to
fulfil the Lord’s will.

This week we officially announce the Jubilee emblem and
program of events so please look out for additional
information shared within each parish and mark your
calendars for what promises to be a year of thanksgiving, as
we continue to encourage and build each other up as one
body of Christ on earth.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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9689 2899
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433211 248
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Dcn Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384
SubDcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335

Website: www.olol.org.au



Family Ties

Spending time with family and friends is one of the most

beautiful joys in life and our availability is very distanced because of family divisions or divorce,
|mportant. .Chrls.tmas is the season when annual leave unforgiveness or harbored grudges_ There are many
from work is at its peak, and across the world we see a reasons and many excuses to “not feel Christmas” for
variety of ways in which people celebrate the Birth of some. If only we all could imagine what it was like for
Christ with Church devotions, public holidays, Christmas Mary and Joseph to be so poor and so alone when the
trees, and unlimited shopping. It’s a special time birth of Jesus was imminent? Can you imagine the
dedicated to family gatherings, festivities and parties distress they would have felt as they searched endlessly
with friends and work colleagues. It’s also a time when for shelter ‘on that cold winter night in Bethlehem?
we contemplate how our life has or has not developed Christmas is a time to recall the true reason for this
over the past year and where we are headed in the season, to be thankful and merciful, because God
coming new year. became Man for the sake of our Redemption.
Unfortunately, not all of us have the opportunity to be Remember, the words of Saint Charbel - “Do not begin
with famlly 9[’ frl_ends durlng ChrlStmaS, and it feels as anything on earth if it is not going to end in Heaven.”
though this is a time of year when we tend to think less Start each day with deeper Faith, stronger Hope, and
about what we have, and more about what we do not unconditional Love, then move forward trusting in God.
have. It is certainly a time of many blessings for all, Make this Christmas Season a time of praise and
mixed with sadness for some who have suffered a loss. gratitude, helping one another to feel loved with a
) ) renewed sense of belonging in the family of God. Pray
Looking upon those who have less than we do, is one together, laugh together, celebrate together...this is the
way of appreciating and being thankful for what we do season to be joyfull
have. If you have shelter, food and transport, if you are Salwa Elias
employed, if you are not alone and have family around

you, if you are alive and healthy - be thankful. Many
people have little of those blessings, but are still grateful QUESTION They are blessing and
despite these losses because of their perception. The adoration, the prayer of
challenges that come our way in life may be embraced as petition and intercession,
opportunities to change, to grow, and to become ‘better’ What are the thanksgiving and praise.
rather than ‘bitter’. Every family has at least one member assential forms The Eucharist contains and
this year that will not be with them at Christmas - we of Christian expresses all the forms of
may be separated by distance, or by death. Some may be prayer D
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The Joy of Christmas is an outpouring from Heaven to earth. All of 2J9g VI Lle cloaull 249 9@ 1\all 56

creation rejoices with our Creator in this perfect Joy. Like the g (ulill graal ol 1as Laalls 54l
Magi Who presented their gifts to the newborn Messiah, let us U9 i 097 92 ese! &)

share this joy through our generosity to the children of Lebanon IQUI Igjgﬁ 'JU ‘ o120 LU'LC ilogas
so that they too can experience the true meaning of Christmas. G yld Jlebh asblae Igoadig yugaall
Your small gift of $20 will bring much joy, peace and love to a clio dyam .2Mall wiallg QJ-dJI and lgiue

child’s heart and to those in need this Christmas. " . o waa .
Anything you can donate is greatly appreciated. Please use the M aha.?g J LLLQ@J'Q‘U ijgjlr'% 0!
donations box at the door of the church for your generous -au%USJ'LJJJDLJLGQl”ﬂ{'JJL°¢U5|J!~33LPOJ|
offering, Christ is Born! Thank you for your generosity. N aSiaabual 1)suiig

Elrth'.'- @FPH’- Hﬂi} ; ik To join the seniors

committee in assisting
the elderly of our parish. We

Chriztrmas Eve 6pm Wigl Mags vl W gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
Pk E ﬂﬁtl_m i ] with the elderly for Mass, lunch

and entertainment

Calling Children who would lHo: to 55“ EH

ot . I'We are r ; d
participate in 1he ve Gospel Plxy ..“:.H 5 .ﬂ.HT calling for y;luéaagz.lcr;t:tr:s:e
Please text child's name and age 19 1H + EUEHT =" 0?53;;;;4

04032 404 247 volunteers!!




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 18 December:

Genealogy of Jesus

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Edmond Tannous Matta from
Arjes

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Antoinette Elias Sader widow
of the late Fares Boutros Sader from Dareb al Sim

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Bob Semaan Chahine from
Hwaych Akkar

Monday 19 December:

10:30am Funeral Maurice Elias Georges from Karm El Mohr
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Sarkis Boulos Ghaleb Frangieh
from Ehden Zgharta

Tuesday 20 December:
6:00pm the late Kostantine Hamid Elkhoury from Kfarsghab
(died in Lebanon)

Saturday 24 December:

Christmas Eve

6:00pm Christmas Vigil Family Mass with Santa (English)
11:00pm Midnight Mass with Rite of Adoration of Christmas,
Celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Sunday 25 December:
Christmas Day:

8:00am Mass (Arabic)

9:30am Mass (English)

11:00am Mass (Arabic & English)
5:00pm Mass (Arabic & English)
7:00pm Mass (English)

Monday 26 December:
Praises of the Mother of God
8:00am Mass

11:00am Mass

6:00pm Mass

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 11/12/2022

Plates: $8,576 | Donations: $- | Candles: $777
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,532,493 CYPC: $35,387 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,165,151 UNITS: $11,745 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / ~

* On Wednesday @

~ Last

evening
Saturday

the myo held a movie night. The
iconic move Home Alone was
streamed just in time for Christmas.
We had a good laugh, ate some
good snacks and enjoyed each
other’s company.

our parish celebrated our
50-year jubilee. We began the
night with Mass celebrated by
Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay and all parishioners
who attended the first Mass at
OLOL in 1972 were presented
with a gift. Afterwards our
Christmas festival and Carols
kicked off! It was a fun filled
night of entertainment,
Christmas festivities, carols,
good food and good company

®Last Saturday -

the Sodality committee
enjoyed a spiritual retreat at St
John Paull Il in Ryde with Fr
Robert-Pio & Fr Youwakim. It
was a beautiful day spent with
one another’s company.
Fersen held their end of year
party in celebration of St
Barbara’s Feast Day.

A big Thank you to all who join
us for this event and
Congratulations to our costume
winners.

our parish came together to begin
the Christmas novena. What a
beautiful way to prepare our hearts
for the Birth of Our Lord! Please
join us as we continue the novena
in the lead up to Christmas.

+» On Tuesday «

night

the Family of Divine Word gathered
to have their regular Arabic talk
which this week was led by Fr
John-Paul.

On Monday

night

the myo held their men’s faith &
fellowship talk into the breach.
This session was led by Deacon Ron
and we explored on the topic of
“Evangelisation”. Young men, keep
an eye out for our next session and
be sure to join us!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears
peeled to the latest parish announcements and being subscribed
to our newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Youssef
Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Boutros Draybi, Linda Draybi, Rosette Dib (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Chmooni El
Hosn, Tannous El Hosn, Jayden Eljer, Boutros said El Boustani & his wife Souad Saleh El Boustani (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Youssef & Layla Geitani

My,
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(H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) Youssef Ishak, Bakhos Ishak, Romonous Ishak (J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph, Antonios Kamel Jabbour (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L)
Peter & Mary Lichaa, Arthur Lichaa (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N)
(0) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen,
Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Jeanette Semaani, Louis Semaani (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Elias
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