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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Last weekend, | had the great joy of joining our
Maronite youth from across Australia at the
Maronite Youth Convention ARISE Il at the Tops
Conference Centre in New South Wales from the
2nd to the 4th of December.

The theme of our convention this year was “Mary arose and
went with haste” (Lk 1:39), the bible quote chosen by Pope
Francis as the motto of World Youth Day 2023. This verse
opens the account of the Visitation of Mary to her cousin
Elizabeth. It follows the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to
Mary that she would be the mother of the Son of God, that
moment that would change her life completely.

However, the young Mary did not become paralysed, for
within her was Jesus. She was not at all lazy or preoccupied
with understanding the announcement or preparing herself
for the birth of the Lord. In fact, what she decided to do was to
rise and go to help and to serve with haste.

Our youth reflected over the 3 days of ARISE on their calling to
rise at the heart of the Church. The convention provided all
attendees with a spiritual recharge in these weeks preceding
Christmas. The program included talks, workshops, adoration
and social events. | thank the team who organised this
convention, especially Msgr Shora Maree and Fr Charbel Dib,
as well as the Maronite Youth Diocesan Council. | also thank
every young person who attended.

Mary is the image of the pilgrim Church, going forth for service
and to bring the good news to all. Her cooperation in the plan
of redemption serves as a model for our own cooperation with
God in the building up of His kingdom. So let us ask ourselves
daily: how can we have a heart that is as expansive as Mary’s?
How can we arise and go in haste to share and live our faith
with the others?

As Jesus was for His Holy Mother, the Gospel is such a great
treasure to us that we cannot keep it all to ourselves. Our
mission is to be servants of the joy of the gospel and bearers of
hope to the world.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
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8am (Arabic)
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WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Mon - Sat

8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by
Rosary Fri 7:30pm E
Adoration Hour & Confessions Fr Pierre Khou

and they shall name him Emmanye;»»

pear a son, Mt1: g 8.25

Revelation to Joseph
Mt I: 18-25 | Eph 3: 1-13

Seeing our young people at the ARISE convention has filled
me again with great hope for our Eparchy. They represent
more than the sum of our Maronite parishes; they represent
the hope for new dawn in our seemingly fragmented world. |
pray for every young person to have a unique and fulfilling
experience with Jesus Christ, and to reflect this experience
and exchange it with their peers and their parish community,
so that we may all encourage and build each other up, united
in faith and in our love for one another and for our Lord.

May God bless all our young people. | am already looking
forward to ARISE IV!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
QUESTION

The Holy Spirit, the
interior Master of Christian
prayer, forms the Church in the life
of prayer and allows her to enter ever
more deeply into contemplation of and
union with the unfathomable mystery
of Christ. The forms of prayer
expressed in the apostolic and
canonical writings remain
normative for Christian
prayer.

How does the
Holy Spirit
intervene in
the Church's

prayer D

ANSWER

Parish Office:
9689 2899

CONTACT

Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433211 248
Fr Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445
Fr Charbel Dib: 0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil: 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta: 0427 922 092
Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824

ry: 0411 735258
Fr Paul Joubeir: 0414 900 016 Fax: 9689 2068
Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday
9am - 4:30pm

Saturday
-1lpm

Through Social Media 24 Hour Adoration
6pm and Sunday Masses orby  Every first Frldag of the month

appointment on weekdays from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30

Email: info@olol.org.au
Dcn Ron Hassarati: © 0403 5 itae
SubDcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335 Website: www.olol.org.au




Revelation to Joseph

Even when he is asleep, Saint Joseph is still taking care
of the Church. In Joseph’s resting, the will of God was
revealed to him. In these moments of resting in the Lord,
as we pause from our many daily obligations and
activities, God is also speaking to us. But like Saint
Joseph, once we have heard God’s voice, we must rise
from our slumber; we must get up and act.

We may be thinking that it would be easier to hear the
voice of God and to focus on this holy season of Christ’s
birth if we could run away from the commercialism and
from the demanding work deadlines and family
responsibilities of Christmas time. Surely then, we could
focus more on the holiness of Christmas and our
spiritual interior life - or not? To give in to such a
tempting thought may lead us to forget the message of
the Incarnation, that God was made Man to become ‘one
of us’ - this message reminds us that we who are
followers of Jesus do not run away from the secular;
rather we try to transform it by living in the world
without becoming a part of the world. It is our mission as
Christians to make holy the secular aspects of Christmas
just as our Fathers before us made holy the land upon
which Christ walked. Just as Saint Joseph was prepared

to make holy the family of Jesus and Mary despite what
others may have thought or presumed.

How do we do this among the hustle and bustle of the

season? We do this by being ‘holy people’ - kind,
patient, generous, loving, laughing people - no matter
how maddening is the Christmas rush. We do this by
bringing the joy, peace and love of Christ to those in
need, to those without hope, to those alone and
despairing. That is what Christ did, and that’s what we
are called to do and to be - another Christ on earth,
wherever we tread.

So, what are we doing to exemplify Christ in a world that
has forgotten Him or doesn’t know Him? We pray -
assisted by Parish devotions such as daily/weekly
Adoration and the Christmas Novena. We donate
generously to those in need - either by helping with
financial donations, with providing food hampers, or
with a simple visit to nursing homes and hospital beds.
Each act of charity at this time is like a birthday present
for the Baby Jesus. What better way to bring Christ into
the world!

Salwa Elias
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child’s heart and to those in need this Christmas.

offering, Christ is Born! Thank you for your generosity.
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The Joy of Christmas is an outpouring from Heaven to earth. All of
creation rejoices with our Creator in this perfect Joy. Like the
Magi Who presented their gifts to the newborn Messiah, let us
share this joy through our generosity to the children of Lebanon
so that they too can experience the true meaning of Christmas.
Your small gift of $20 will bring much joy, peace and love to a

Anything you can donate is greatly appreciated. Please use the
donations box at the door of the church for your generous
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To join the seniors
committee in assisting

i 5 I:_I.i, o | j-l- the elderly of our parish. We
5 o l ¥ gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
i - | with the elderly for Mass, lunch
I . and entertainment
k IWe are If you are interested
H B calling for please contact

Yasmine on
0402 657 924

new
volunteers!!!




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 11 December:

Revelation to Joseph

8:00am Seniors Committee Mass

11:00am The late Marie Nemer Zaidan Hajj widow of the late
Mikhael Youssef Massoud from Mansouriyet Al Maten (died in
Lebanon)

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Therese Saghabi from
Kfardlakos widow of the late Khalil Khoury from Mazraat Al
Teffah

Tuesday 13 December:

10:00am Funeral of the Late Saide Tadros Sarkis from
Bkerkacha wife of Antoine Youssef Tannous from Tartej
11:30am Rosary Prayers followed by Fatima Mass

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the Lates Madelene Maroun Saad and

Friday 16 December:

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Ghosn Antonios Ghosn from
Khraybe Akkar

Saturday 17 December:

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Dibe Youssef Badaoui
widow of the late Estephan Hamad Aboud from Kfarsghab

Sunday 18 December:

Genealogy of Jesus

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Edmond Tannous Matta from
Arjes

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Antoinette Elias Sader
widow of the late Fares Boutros Sader from Dareb al Sim
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Bob Semaan Chahine from
Hwaych Akkar

Diana Safi Safi from Toula

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 04/12/2022

Plates: $11,603 | Donations: $- | Candles: $579

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,532,493 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,165,151

Wednesday 14 December:

St Nehmtallah Hardini

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Therese Fayez Melhem wife of
Mansour Kamel Tanna from Kfarsghab

Thursday 15 December:
Beginning of Christmas Novena

UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
INYOUR PARISH /' M

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Barista

Course

The Senior's Committee celebrated
the Feast of Saint Barbara with our

dear seniors it was a wonderful day

full of spirituality and
entertainment. We also enjoyed a
lovely visit from the Mercy Health
Aged Care with the lovely Manager
Lisa Driscoll.

A group of 10 parishioners
have completed a Barista
course at OLOL run by TAFE
NSW as part of the Community
Development Courses. This
course is the latest of a series
of courses we have done at
OLOL from computer courses,
floristry, Leadership and
more...
Congratulations to our new
community Baristas.

An Angel’s News for Josoph
Coded Words
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the Sodality of the Immaculate
conception at OLOL celebrated the
feast of St Barbara with Mass which
included the renewal of
consecration vows for existing
members and the welcoming of
new members. Afterwards
traditional boiled wheat was
distributed in celebration for the
feast of St Barbara followed by a
cocktail celebration.
After 9:30am Mass, the Family
Committee hosted a Christmas
special brunch with a guest visit
from Santa. There was a beautiful
spread of food, craft and games for
the children and even a friendly
soccer match with many of our
parish dads. It was a fun filled
morning spent with our parish
families connecting and
strengthening friendships. Keep an
eye out for our next family brunch
in the coming months.

" Last Saturday .

a1y the Sodality committee
enjoyed a spiritual retreat at St
Fi- Y, John Paull Il in Ryde with Fr
a1 Robert-Pio & Fr Youwakim. It
LR was a beautiful day spent with
one another’s company.
Fersen held their end of year
party in celebration of St
Barbara’s Feast Day.

A big Thank you to all who join
us for this event and
Congratulations to our costume
winners.

the seniors committee held their
Christmas Party with our precious
seniors. The day started off with
Mass celebrated by Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay followed
by lunch and entertainment. The
nativity scene was re-enacted and
Christmas gifts were distributed. It
was a beautiful celebration spent in
each other’s company.

i On Wednesday

the MYO held their regular bible
studies led by Sr Margaret. We
explored on the topic of “St Paul:
Letter to the Ephesians & Colossians”.
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Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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“50 Year Jubilee - From CGeneration to Generation”
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' PARISH CAMERA

Our Maronite Eparchy and Our Lady Aged Care Centre (OLACC)
are pleased to announce that Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park is
expected to officially open in April 2023. The facility, which
is adjacent to Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, will be managed by
well-respected national health and aged care provider, Mercy Health.
Anyone who has already expressed an interest and provided their
details will be contacted by Mercy Health directly
in the coming weeks.

FOR RESIDENTIAL AGED Gﬁ.RE
AND FOR EMPLOYMENT AT Expressions of interests for residential aged care and for employment
OUR LADY MERCY PLACE HARRIS PARK at the facility are now open. For more information click the link:
ARE NOW OPEN https://bit.ly/3UOARZh
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Youssef
Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha

Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve
Khoury and departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa,
Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




