OUR
Pt RISH

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral - Harris Park

pt'\St

Ba
: John the
Issue 5| Sunday 4 December 2022 | girth of

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, the Maronite Church guides us to reflect on
the Birth of John. The Church ordinarily celebrates or
marks the birth of saints in Heaven. The only persons
whose birthdays on earth we also celebrate are Our
Lord, His Mother and John the Baptist. Reflecting on the
birth of John, the Precursor, underlines the
extraordinary gift that God the Father has given us
through him and his place in the history of salvation.

John had been destined to be, after Mary, the great
servant of God's plan for humanity. He is called from the
womb of his mother, to bring his people back to the
Lord, and become the light of the nations. He announces
the Coming of Christ. His mission is explained in the
Gospel of Luke.

The promised child is named John, or Yo-Hanan in
Hebrew, meaning “God is gracious”. This name given to
him by the Angel was the announcement of his vocation,
of the marvellous plan of the Lord for him. In the history
of salvation, the names are often significant and carry a
meaning revealing various facets of what God’s mission
for that person was. But in His love, the Lord entrusts the
honour and the choice of fulfilling this mission to the
person. It is completely our choice to accept God’s love
and take part in His plan and work.

The Lord called John and appointed him for a very
special mission, butisn't that what He accomplishesin a
more discreet manner for each of us, for every child who
is born? Our names are not chosen by God himself but by
our parents at the time of our birth. Each one of us is
unique, we know that. Each one of us is invaluable in
God’s eyes and has been granted different gifts and
entrusted with a mission. In the example of Zechariah
and Elizabeth, it is important that parents accept and
support the vocation of their child. This implies that,

“He aske

spouses do when
they do not have

for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.”” 1k 1. 57,5
d for

Birth of John
the Baptist
Lk 1: 57-66 | Gal 4: 21-5:1

from conception, the child is to be welcomed as a gift
from God, as a messenger from God at the heart of our
life, at the heart of our world.

A few weeks separate us from Christmas and the
question posed to us by this Sunday’s Gospel is: do we
accept the plan of love that God has for us, for our whole
life? Are we ready to fulfil our part in the history of
salvation? Let us give thanks for our gifts and ask the
Holy Spirit to make them bear fruit in us and help
prepare the way of the Lord.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

QUESTION

Should the gift of a
child not be given to them,
after exhausting all legitimate
medical options, spouses can show
their generosity by way of foster care
or adoption or by performing
meaningful services for others. In
this way they realise a precious
spiritual fruitfulness

What can

children?
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"Destined tor Greatness”

When my children were born, all | felt was inexplicable
love for each of them, and a strong desire to protect
them from harm. | didn’t think about their future career
path or education, only about how much I loved them
and how grateful | was to God for this gift of life. If
someone had said to me “this child is destined for
greatness” it would have been overlooked, just a
comment in passing, as | didn’t know then, what | know
now. Yes, every child is destined for greatness, as we all
are, in God’s plan of salvation.

Admittedly, we can’t all be like John the Baptist, but we
are all called to be holy, to be saints, and that my friends
is the definition of ‘greatness’. Not the same success that
the world looks for, or admires, but the highest
achievement of all...to be a saint and to spend eternity
in the presence of the Blessed Trinity. Who among us
would not desire that? Who among us would prefer
temporary recognition on earth at the price of losing
eternity in Heaven? Unfortunately, there are many
among us who are leading lives that do not seek such a
destination, as they have been blinded by the temporal

attachments and vices that give them momentary
pleasure on earth. This is not what God has planned for
us, if we but surrender to His Holy Will and not our own
will.

God the Father made us in His own image and likeness.
He breathed His Holy Spirit into each one of us. He sent
His only begotten Son to die on the Cross to save us from
everlasting death. God did this so that we may know
Him, love Him, serve Him on earth, and one day be with
Him in Heaven. For God so loved the world that He gave
His Only Son (John 3:16) and that is why each and every
one of us is surely “destined for greatness” my brothers
and sisters! Embrace your purpose in life - to be a saint -
and allow yourself to be happy, filled with the love and
peace and joy of Christ. We all have a calling, so don’t
hold back from answering God’s Call for you today...you
too are destined to do great things!

Salwa Elias
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The Joy of Christmas is an outpouring from
Heaven to earth. All of creation rejoices with
our Creator in this perfect Joy. Like the Magi
Who presented their gifts to the newborn
Messiah, let us share this joy through our
generosity to the children of Lebanon so that
they too can experience the true meaning of
Christmas. Your small gift of $20 will bring
much joy, peace and love to a child’s heart and
to those in need this Christmas.

Anything you can donate is greatly
appreciated. Please use the donations box at
the door of the church for your generous
offering, Christ is Born! Thank you for your
generosity.
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) UPCOMING EVENTS

To join the seniors
committee in assisting
the elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weekd for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch

and entertainment

!!!W@ are If you are interested
calling for please contact
new Yasmine on

volunteers!!! 0802i657/92%




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 4 December:

Birth of John the Baptist - St Barbara

8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Adele Gerges Bayssari widow
of the late Naim Hanna Raad from Hadchit

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Maroun Nkoula Abou
Kassam from Baysour-Jezzine

Monday 5 December:

St Saba the Hermit

6:00pm The late Therese Hamid El-Rizzi widow of the late
Kenaan Elias Kenaan from Ardeh (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 8 December:
Immaculate Conception
10:30am Seniors Christmas Mass followed by Lunch

Parish Announcement
Father Tony Sarkis, Dean of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
is currently on administrative leave until further notice.
All pastoral matters at Our Lady of Lebanon Parish are to be
referred to Father Youwakim Noujaim.

Friday 9 December:
6:00pm The late Amal Elias Roumanos widow of the late Louis
Lattouf from Saida (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 10 December:

6:00pm Mass for the Golden Jubilee of the First Liturgy
celebrated at Our Lady of Lebanon Church, celebrated by His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

8:00pm Carols by Candlelight

Sunday 11 December:

Revelation to Joseph

8:00am Seniors Committee Mass

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Therese Saghabi from
Kfardlakos widow of the late Khalil Khoury from Mazraat Al
Teffah

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 27/11/2022

Plates: $10,823 | Donations: $- | Candles: $449

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,550,352 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,170,514 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED /
IN YOUR PARISH /' #p

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last
Saturday

19/11/22

Kindergarten and Year 1 Fersen
Al Adra learnt about Forgiving
Others. Their Fersen leaders
Miss Belinda, Mr Anthony, Miss
Ann & Miss Joya had a group
discussion with Kindergarten &
Year 1 about how we should
Forgive Others through Jesus’
last words to God His father
looking up saying "Forgive
them father for they don't
know what they are doing".
Another blessed person was
Saint Charbel how his brothers
the monk priests wanted to
fight back but Saint Charbel
said to his brothers the monks
"We should pray for them and
Forgive them as they don't
know what they are doing".

On Tuesday

the youth held their regular
sports and games night. It was
a fun and enjoyable night with

some friendly competition.

Year 4 Fersen students were
decoding the difference
between Good and Evil with
their leaders Stephanie and
James. Year 1 enjoyed receiving
an end of year treat from
leaders Belinda and Anthony.
The MYO also travelled to the
Hunter Valley for a day trip. The
day was spent enjoying each
other’s company visiting
wineries, breweries and
distilleries.

On Friday

night

we met with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament with
24-hour Adoration for the first
Friday of December. There are
many opportunities to spend
some time with Jesus with our
first Friday of the month and
weekly Adoration on Thursdays
at 8pm. Please join us next
time!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.
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' PARISH CAMERA

Our Maronite Eparchy and Our Lady Aged Care Centre (OLACC)
are pleased to announce that Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park is
expected to officially open in April 2023. The facility, which
is adjacent to Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, will be managed by
well-respected national health and aged care provider, Mercy Health.
Anyone who has already expressed an interest and provided their
details will be contacted by Mercy Health directly
in the coming weeks.

Expressions of interests for residential aged care and for employment
at the facility are now open. For more information click the link:
https://bit.ly/3UOARZh
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The Golden Jubilee of the First Liturgy For the Founding of Our Lady of Lebanon

On Saturday, December 10th
6:00 pm Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.
We invite all those who attended the first Mass at OLOL in 1972 to provide us with their photos of that day.
Please email your photos to media@olol.org.au

8:00 pm An evening with Christmas carols, live nativitiy, live animals, live show (Boskar the polar bear saves
Christmas), food stalls and drinks, Christmas lights and toys. The evening will include a visit from Santa Claus and
distribution of gifts.

Seniors Christmas Party
8th of December 2022
Starting with Mass at 10:30am
followed by lunch & entertainment. 6
For more info call

0402 657 924 6
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Youssef
Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha
Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve
Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa,
Robert Bachara Moussa, Hesne Malkoun & her family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the

deceased from their family (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille (T)
Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




