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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday’s Gospel of the Visitation of Mary to her
cousin Elizabeth is one of the most joyful in our liturgical

ear. With Mary, we reflect on all that the Lord has done
or us and magnify Him for all His marvels.

According to St. Luke, “Mar¥ set out and went with haste
to a Judean town in the hill country” (Luke 1:39) to visit
her cousin Elizabeth.

The story of the Visitation features two mothers and
their two unborn children. However, the lead character
as this scene unfolds is the Holy Spirit. Mary is filled with
the Holy Spirit—the Holy Spirit overshadows her—and in
response to the message of the Archangel, she rushes to
Zechariah’s house. It is the Holy Spirit who guides
Elizabeth to greet Mary with those memorable words,
and it is also He who insEires Mary to rejoice with her
canticle of thanksgiving, the Magnificat.

From the early chapters of the Gospels, we foresee the
role that the Spirit will play in the life of the nascent
Church. Through the Spirit, the child in Elizabeth’s
womb, who will be the greatest among the prophets,
a'ic:tgstj that the child within Mary’s womb is truly the Son
of God.

Joy is the common trait of all those who have been
touched by the Spirit: Elizabeth is filled with happiness
from the visit of the mother of her Lord. John the Baptist
leaps with joy within her womb, and Mary exalts the
Lord, her spirit exulting in God her Saviour.

In bringing the unborn Christ to Zechariah’s house, Mary
witnesses the fruits of Christ’s presence. The baby in
Elizabeth’s womb professes his faith in a manner
appropriate to an unborn child, while his mother
professes her faith in Christ’'s presence within his
mother. As Pope Francis writes: “The joy of the gospel
fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus.”
(Evangelii Gaudium 1)
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Visitation to Elizabeth
Lk : 39-45 | Eph 1: 1-14

Friends, if the coming of the Child Jesus brings such
happiness and joy, how much more should the certainty
of the presence of the Risen Lord in the heart of our
Church be a reason for joy for all believers. Saint Paul
exhorts us in his letter to the Romans to “Let love be
sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love
one another with mutual affection...” and then he
continues: “Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in spirit,
serve the Lord.” (Rom 12:9-11)

On this Sunday, let us pray to Almighty God, who
inspired the Virgin Mary, who bore His own Son within
her, to visit her cousin Elizabeth. We ask Him to grant us
to be obedient to the breath of the Spirit so that we too
can magnify Him eternally.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

QUESTION

A child is a gift of God,
the supreme gift of marriage.
There is no such thing as a right to
have children (e.g. "a child at any
cost"). But a child does have the right
to be the fruit of the conjugal act of its
parents as well as the right to be
respected as a person from the
moment of conception

How should
children be
considered ?
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Humility of Heart

When | reflect on Mary’s immediate response to the
needs of her elderly cousin Elizabeth, | am in awe of the
purity of her heart and her intentions. She went “in
haste” to provide assistance to those in need. There was
no taxi or any means of transport other than her feet and
possibly a donkey. | can only imagine the courage
needed to set out on such a journey, in addition to being
pregnant herself! For me, the great ‘Magnificat’ of Mary’s
response that followed her cousin’s greeting says it all:
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my
spirit exalts in God my Saviour, for He has looked with
favour on His lowly servant...” Such humility, that only
our Blessed Mother could exemplify, puts me to shame.
Do we respond as hastily as Mary did when we know that
someone is in need, without being asked?

I can’t help but think of the numerous tragedies we hear
about, or have experienced, whether it’s in Australia or
Lebanon, and around the world. These incidents have
made us more aware of the plight of so many families
needing assistance, comfort, and support of every kind.
The struggles and heartaches endured by victims of
floods, fires, drought, oppression, famine,
homelessness, etc. are clearly seen by all, thanks to

media coverage. What about the distressing situations
which are not so apparent, happening on a daily basis
behind closed doors, hidden in the dark nights of
loneliness, rejection and abandonment? Isn’t it sad that
we tend to ignore those who don’t ask for help, despite
witnessing their words and actions which speak for
themselves in crying out for attention and consolation.
Being a Christian in today’s world means being radical,
and that means trusting that God can do the impossible,
and giving Him complete possession of our hearts.
Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts like
unto Thine! If we pray to have a heart that is united with
the Hearts of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, we can do all
things in Him who strengthens us. Be open to listening
when a tired soul approaches and just wants to chat. Be
available to sit with those who are lonely so that they
feel the love and compassion of Christ. Whenever
possible, donate to our charities that feed the hungry
and shelter the homeless. Blessed are the pure of heart
for they shall see God - we pray to the Lord.

Salwa Elias
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The Joy of Christmas is an outpouring from
Heaven to earth. All of creation rejoices with
our Creator in this perfect Joy. Like the Magi
Who presented their gifts to the newborn
Messiah, let us share this joy through our
generosity to the children of Lebanon so that
they too can experience the true meaning of
Christmas. Your small gift of $20 will bring
much joy, peace and love to a child’s heart and
to those in need this Christmas.

Anything you can donate is greatly
appreciated. Please use the donations box at
the door of the church for your generous
offering, Christ is Born! Thank you for your
generosity.

"2 T s LI
2199 AN Gle claawll a)6 9o s\liall opo
Jaig ] g_l.o:d go o)allhe l@slls go o)l
@iillgigsi Yl Llac oauiini gl lige (jriogas
L ylid Jlabhi ashlas Igoadig yugaall
¢lio diam Mol cinllg ppall dnd lguine;
ey olinog Jab wulé pjai jAga -4 daudy
Aol 520 Gle Ggainll jalé cuis 15) .2)all

) UPCOMING EVENTS

To join the seniors
committee in assisting the
elderly of our parish. We
gather every 2 weeks for 3 hours
with the elderly for Mass, lunch

and entertainment

"!We are If you are interested
calling for please contact
new Yasmine on

volunteersl!! CHO2IS00 28




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 27 November:

Visitation to Elizabeth

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Jamileh Wadih Maroun
from Kfaryachit widow of the late Emile Bechara Alam from
Daraya

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Marcel Tannous Matta from
Arjes

Monday 28 November:

10:30am Funeral of the late Frank Ferris from Asnoun

6:00pm The late Habib Tannous Kachmar from Rachine (died in
Lebanon)

Tuesday 29 November:
10:30am Funeral for the late George Chami from Beirut

Friday 2 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Roumanos Sleiman Khattar
from Hadchit

Saturday 3 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Elias Nabih Maroun from
Blouza

Sunday 4 December:

Birth of John the Baptist - St Barbara

8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Adele Gerges Bayssari widow
of the late Naim Hanna Raad from Hadchit

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Maroun Nkoula Abou
Kassam from Baysour-Jezzine

Wednesday 30 November:
7:00pm The late Haifa Melhem Abou Abdallah widow of the late
Elias Gerges Nasrallah from Damour (died in Lebanon)

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS
WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 20/11/2022
Plates: $ | Donations: $ | Candles: $
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,550,352 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,170,514 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Parish Announcement
Father Tony Sarkis, Dean of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
is currently on administrative leave until further notice.
All pastoral matters at Our Lady of Lebanon Parish are to be referred
to Father Youwakim Noujaim.

WHAT HAPPENED /
INYOUR PARIsH !

Mary Visits Elizabeth

A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the town 40 where
Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. Luke 1:39-40
NLT)

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

» Last Friday
to Sunday

*» On Tuesday =

The puzzle is based on Luke 1:39-45

night

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Replace each number in the puzzle with the
corresponding letter to reveal the secret words.

A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J|KILIM[N/O|P|Q|R|S|T|U|VWX|Y|Z
112|134 |5(6|7|8|9|10({11{12]13|14|15[16|17|18|19|20|21|22|23|24|25|26

our parish held training for new
alter servers to assist in our
parish. The training was held
for those aged 15 years and
older. Thank you to all who
attended.
The youth also held their
regular sports and games night.

The Maronite Eparchy held a
vocations retreat “The Priest: A
sign of hope today”. H.E
Bishop Antoine-Charbel spent
some time with the group of
men discerning their vocation.

The retreat was filled with

5-12-9-26-1-2-5-20-8

3-8-9-12-4 spiritual talks, prayers, For those who love soccer, we
Adoration, confession and also streamed the soccer world
20-15-23-14 Mass. Let us pray for all our cup game. It was a fun filled
priests and for all discerning a night whist spending time
12-5-1-16-5-4 et together
13-1-18-25

® On Wednesday @ » On Thursday

night

13-15-20-8-5-18

& Friday

Deacon Ron presented the
youth bible studies. We
explored further on the topic of
St Paul: Letter to the
Philippians

the Sodality and Mothers of our
parish came together to bake
saj for our parish family. They
baked fresh bread, zaatar and
spinach which were delicious.

A big thank you to our beautiful
church Mums and volunteers

8-15-21-19-5

2-12-5-19-19-5-4

TOWN

LEAPED
HOUSE BLESSED

ELIZABETH CHILD
MARY MOTHER

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.
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Our Maronite Eparchy and Our Lady Aged Care Centre (OLACC)
are pleased to announce that Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park is
expected to officially open in April 2023. The facility, which
is adjacent to Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, will be managed by
well-respected national health and aged care provider, Mercy Health.
Anyone who has already expressed an interest and provided their
details will be contacted by Mercy Health directly
in the coming weeks.

Expressions of interests for residential aged care and for employment
at the facility are now open. For more information click the link:
https://bit.ly/3UOARZh

ARISE YOUTH CONVENTION

The Maronite Eparchy of Australia is inviting
youth from across Australia to participate in
the ARISE Il Convention from 2 - 4th
December 2022 at The Tops Conference
Centre, Stanwell Tops NSW.

The theme is “Mary Arose and Went With
Hope”and the program includes an array of
guest speakers.

For registration and more information,
please contact your parish youth
coordinator or visit mydc.org.au/arise
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The Golden Jubilee of the First Liturgy For the Founding of Our Lady of Lebanon

On Saturday, December 10th
6:00 pm Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.
We invite all those who attended the first Mass at OLOL in 1972 (living or deceased) to provide us
with their photos of that day. Please email your photos to media@olol.org.au

8:00 pm An evening with Christmas carols, live nativity, live animals, live show (Boskar the polar bear saves
Christmas), food stalls and drinks, Christmas lights and toys. The evening will include a visit from Santa Claus and
distribution of gifts.

Seniors Christmas Party
8th of December 2022
Starting with Mass at 10:30am

followed by lunch & entertainment.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Youssef
Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha
Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve

Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa,
Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S)
Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna &
their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




