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to Mary
ssue 3 | Sunday 20 November 2022 | Announcement

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Maronite Church invites us on this Sunday to reflect
on the Announcement to the Virgin Mary by the Angel
Gabriel in preparation for the Glorious Birth of Our Lord.

Mary, the young girl from Nazareth, first welcomed the
Word of God into her heart, before being called to
conceive the Word in her flesh. No person in history has
ever been, like Mary, full of grace with a welcoming
innocence of the heart and a pure obedience to God.
Therefore, when the Angel Gabriel announces to her the
overwhelming message, Mary makes herself completely
available: “Let it be with me according to your
Word.”(Luke 1:38) This Fiat, this yes of Mary, enables us
all to become children of God. Thus, the Virgin becomes
fruitful, Mary the Woman becomes pregnant with the
Word and she gives birth to Him as her own Son and as
the only Son of the Father.

The greatness of Mary is in this “yes”, this adhesion of all
her freedom, of all her being, to the Word of God. This is
her unique role in the history of our faith.

As Mary was called, this is also our calling as children of
God by our Baptism, to also say like she did, “Here am |,
the servant of the Lord”. Remember, Mary had just heard
that her whole life would soon turn upside down; yet she
accepted and allowed her life to be shaped by God’s
word to her.

We are all called to welcome and give birth to the Word
in our existence to announce it to the world. Let us offer
ourselves fully to God as Mary did, and may she, our
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Immaculate Mother,

obtain for us the grace to bring

Jesus to our world which is in great need of love.

| wish you a Blessed Sunday!

QUESTION

How does
the Church
nourish the
moral life of
a Christian?

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The Church is the
community in which the
Christian receives the Word of
God, the teachings of the "Law of
Christ" (Galatians 6:2), and the grace of
the sacraments. Christians are united to
the Eucharistic sacrifice of Christ in such
a way that their moral life is an act of
spiritual worship: and they learn the
example of holiness from the Virgin
Mary and the lives of the Saints.
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God'’s faithfulness

When the Announcement to Mary was delivered by the

Archangel Gabriel, do you think it was easy for her to
respond as she did? Can you imagine how difficult it
would have been for this young innocent virgin to accept
the Will of God with such joy and openness? Mary
completely trusted in the Lord, and that’s what is asked
of us when faced with fears or insecurity.

In my dealings with families and young adults struggling

with difficult situations, I’'ve often heard the comment “I
have trust issues” and other similar expressions of
insecurity. It’s very sad to know of the struggles that
some families endure because of this lack of confidence
or trust in one another, which is based on their personal
experiences of infidelity, abuse, or other issues. The
“family” and the “home” are two places where we would
hope to find a safe refuge, embraced by the comforts of
love and trust. But, if this is not the case, to whom does
one turn? | can say with confidence, that | have placed
ALL my trust in God. Why? God is faithful. God never lies
or breaks his promises. God loves unconditionally and
forgives infinitely. God does not take back what he has
freely given, and God expects nothing in return but our
love and fidelity. Yes, God is eternally faithful and that is
why we can place all our trust in Him.

Having said this, | must add that there is nothing more
heartbreaking than to hear someone say they no longer
trust in God because they feel he has “let them
down”.....what could possibly cause someone to lose
faith in the one and only source of faithfulness? Saint
Paul inspires us in his Letter to the Romans: (Rom
8:35-39) “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or danger, or sword?” He continues with:
“.... am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Personally, | don’t need much
more than this to encourage me to never give up hoping
or praying for God’s guidance and direction, inclining my
heart unto His Will.

Undoubtedly, in my life there has never been anyone

more faithful, more loving, or more committed to my
happiness, joy, and salvation. Praise be to God always!

Salwa Elias
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’ UPCOMING EVENTS

The Joy of Christmas is an'outpouring from Heavento earth. All of
creation rejoices with our Creator in this perfect Joy. Like the Magi who
presented their giﬁs to the newborn Messiah, let us share this joy ’chvough
our generosity.to.the children of Lebanon.so, that, they too can experience
the true meaning of Christmas. Your smallgift of $20 will bring much,joy,

— peace and love to.a child’s heart and to those in need this Chris

istmas.:

Anythin%lyou can-donate i maﬂyappreeiated.fl&se*ﬂe the donations

box at t
Thank you for your generosity.
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To join the seniors committee in assisting the
elderly of our pérj‘sh;We gather every 2
weeks for 3 h'gutsiwith the fe!dquy for Mass,
lunch and entertainment.

~ Ifyou are‘interested please contact
gy ~_ Yasmine on 0402 657 924
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Father Tony Sarkis, Dean of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, is currenﬂy on administrative leave until ﬁn‘ther notice.

All pastora[ matters at Our Lady of Lebanon Parish are to be Yeﬁerred to Father Youwakim Noujaim.




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 20 November:

Announcement to Mary

11:00am Mass for the late President Rene Mouawad and his
companions

5:00pm Mass for all living and departed of Toula offered by the
Association

Tuesday 22 November:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Elias Maurice Georges from
Karem El Mohr

Wednesday 23 November:
5:30pm 40 Day Mass for the late Gebrael Mikhael Nakhoul from
Karem El Moher

Thursday 24 November:

10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Fariz Khalil Habib Ishac from
Karem El Mohr

Friday 25 November:

10:30am Funeral Sarkis Boulos Ghaleb Frangieh from Zgharta
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Geries Chukrallah Boustani
from Jieh

Saturday 26 November:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Genevieve Fadel El Zahoul
from Hmeiss wife of Badwi Mikhael Khoury from Miziara

Sunday 27 November:

Visitation to Elizabeth

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Jamileh Wadih Maroun
from Kfaryachit widow of the late Emile Bechara Alam from
Daraya

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Marcel Tannous Matta from
Arjes

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 13/11/2022

Plates: $9,454 | Donations: $1,318 | Candles: $387
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,550,352 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,170,514 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

» Sodality

Committee

On a recent trip to the United
States, Cathy Saad was able to
visit some Maronite churches
and presented their Sodality’s

with copies of the prayers

book in English. The book is an
initiative of OLOL Co-Cathedral

and was well received by the

various Sodalities.

Fr Tony Saab, Parish Priest of
St George Maronite Church in
Cranston Rhode Island and
Patty Viti President of the
Sodality were pleased to
receive copies of the book and
plan to use it in their Sodality

group.

® Last Saturday @

the Fersen began their pop
corn fundraiser. Gold coin
donations were made for pop
corn which will be going
towards the missionaries of
charity. Fersen will be holding
this fundraiser again next
Saturday 26/11/22 during their
Fersen break.

®  On Tuesday

night

the youth held their regular
sports and games night. Come
along and join us for our next
one!

® On Wednesday ®

The MYO hosted Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay for
this week’s Faith on Fire. We

spoke about bioethics and
their origins as well as
specifically euthanasia and IVF.
It was a question and answer
session that we all took a lot
out of!

® Last Thursday @

The Senior's Committee
celebrated Mass with their
Spiritual Leader Father
Youwakim and enjoyed
dressing up for Melbourne Cup
and entertainment.

It was a wonderful day and we
had a very special Speaker Mr
Fouad Naaman Al Khouri.
We look forward to seeing our
seniors soon to enjoy St

Keep up to date with all Barbara's feast day.

spiritual and social initiatives of
your parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping
your ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and
being subscribed to our newsletter.




‘ PARISH CAMERA

Our Maronite Eparchy and Our Lady Aged Care Centre (OLACC)
are pleased to announce that Our Lady Mercy Place Harris Park is
expected to officially open in April 2023. The facility, which
is adjacent to Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, will be managed by
well-respected national health and aged care provider, Mercy Health.
Anyone who has already expressed an interest and provided their
details will be contacted by Mercy Health directly
in the coming weeks.

Expressions of interests for residential aged care and for employment

at the facility are now open. For more information click the link:

https://bit.ly/3UOARZh

ARISE YOUTH CONVENTION

The Maronite Eparchy of Australia is inviting
youth from across Australia to participate in
the ARISE Ill Convention from 2-4 December
2022 at The Tops Conference Centre,
Stanwell Tops NSW.

The theme is “Mary Arose and Went With
Hope” and the program includes an array of
guest speakers.

For registration and more information,
please contact your parish youth
coordinator or visit mydc.org.au/arise
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Tannous Abboud
& his wife Lulu (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Gabrial Daniel (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Genevieve
Badoui El Khoury, Mikhael Badoui El Khoury & his wife Hanneh & his sister Afife (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhry, Emil Ibrahim Fakhry (G) Helen
George, Majid George, Izzat Gerges (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George, Barbara Habib,

Chahid Habib, Lyn Habib, George Habib, Fred Habib (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of
Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O)
(P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family, Rizk Family (S) Boutros & Therese
Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Saba Family, Gorges Shammas (T) Kemil & his wife
Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Tanna Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




