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Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral - Harris Park

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, the Announcement to Zechariah, begins our
journey in this Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord leading
us to the wonderful feast of Christmas. The Evangelist Luke
writes about this miraculous event in a distinctive way, linking
it to the temple and worship, that is, to the Old Testament and
the promise of God to Abraham, to multiply his descendants
as the stars in the sky.

The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth is reminiscent of
Abraham and Sarah’s in the book of Genesis (Gn 12:21).
Zechariah and Elizabeth are righteous before God and faithful
to His commandments. The Evangelist describes them as
irreproachable. Yet, they have no children. This was a source
of great suffering for this pious couple, made worse by the
misconceptions around women who could not bear children
in that period of time.

The Angel of the Lord manifests himself to Zechariah, a priest
of the Temple in Jerusalem as he did for Isaiah while he
worshipped at the Temple (Is 6). These similarities indicate to
us that the announcement of the Angel of the Lord will
concern the Covenant of God and this is confirmed by the
Angel's message.

An impossible birth is made possible by the action of God, the
Creator and Master of life. The child is destined to be holy and
to play a role in the salvation of the people of Israel. In the
Bible, a miraculous birth is not just a gift for the parents, it is
always intended for the future of the people. The child will
therefore have a mission and is promised great destiny.

Yet, at this miraculous announcement, the faith of Zechariah,
an irreproachable priest of the Temple, having knowledge of
the Scriptures and of the rites, is marked by serious doubt.
Zechariah was left unable to speak until the birth; for he had
doubted the word of God.
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Zechariah’s silence is not necessarily a punishment but also
proof of the action of God manifested in the silence of the
father. And in fact, the people outside the temple recognised
this sign in his silence: “When he did come out, he could not
speak to them, and they realised that he had seen a vision in
the sanctuary.” (Lk 1:22)

If we are to contemplate the importance of silence in
understanding the wonders of God then we are able to bear
witness to them. God's plan for humanity from Abraham until
John, the last of the prophets, is complete. God's promise to
Abraham is fulfilled by the coming of John, the voice crying in
the wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord and make
straight His paths.

The birth of John is not the fulfilment of the desire of his
family: they wanted a young man to support them in their old
age, but he was a crying voice in the wilderness. The birth of
John was the fulfilment of God's plan of salvation.

Every birth plays a role in this plan. Are we aware of our place
in the history of salvation and fulfilling our role to prepare the
way of the Lord?
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Saying “YES” to God

If Zechariah had responded to the Archangel Gabriel as
Mary had responded - “Behold the handmaid of the
Lord; be it done unto me according to Thy Word” - then
he certainly would not have been chastised, but
rewarded. For we know that at the utterance of Mary’s
submission to the Will of God, the Word was made flesh,
became man, and dwelt among us. What a powerful
response to a simple “Yes” to God!

Is it possible that our positive response to God could
lead to such wonders and miracles? Can our simple
“yes” to God be a source of Divine intervention? In times
of trials, in times of temptation, and in times of
darkness, we find ourselves faced with the most difficult
moments, wherein saying “yes” to God seems
impossible. Do we believe that the grace of God, which
surpasses all human understanding, would prevail when
we submit our will to His Divine Will? The lives of the
Saints have proven to us that perseverance in prayer,
embraced by a life of faith and good works, will
empower us to accept and submit to the Will of God in
our lives, no matter what our circumstances may be. It is
truly a test of faith to be able to say “Lord, let it be done
unto me according to Your Will” when every part of our
being is afraid of the consequences of that “yes.”

Submission does not mean ‘giving up’. It simply means
surrendering in obedience for a greater good or higher
purpose. Another example is Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane: “Father, let this cup pass from me; not my
will but Thine be done.” Redemption was secured by this
single offering and submission of Christ. That was the
great consequence of Jesus saying “Yes.”

How many times have we missed an opportunity to
allow the Holy Spirit to work through us because of fear,
laziness, or indifference? Have we been living the true
life of Christ, as beacons of His Light and Love, or have
we followed our own goals and/or interests? Saying
“yes” to God is trusting in Him, knowing that whatever
situation you are in, if you remain faithful, God will not
abandon you or disappoint you. God will never give us
more than we can handle, or more than what is
necessary for our sanctification.

Do not be afraid to say “yes” to God and to serve the Lord
with a generous and loving heart! He can never be
outdone in generosity and He will turn all things unto
good for those who love Him.

Salwa Elias

All the faithful are
called to Christian holiness.

This is the fullness of Christian life
and the perfection of charity and it is
brought about by intimate union with
Christ and, in him, with the most Holy

Trinity. The path to holiness for a
Christian goes by way of the cross and
will come to its fulfillment in the

final resurrection of the just, in
which God will be allin all

QUESTION

Are we
called to

Christian
holiness ?

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 13 November:

Announcement to Zechariah

7:30am Rosary Prayer

8:00am Fatima and Seniors Committee Mass

Monday 14 November:

10:30am Funeral Ghosn Antonios Ghosn from Khreybe-Akkar
6:00pm the late Aziz Bachir Gitany from Ehden Zgharta (died in
Lebanon)

Tuesday 15 November:
6:00pm the late Genvieve Antonios Hamdar widow of the late
Michel Said Oueis from Bayader Rachine (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 16 November:

10:30am Funeral Ibrahim (Bob) Semaan Chahine from Kousba
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Amira Toufic Issa from
Kfarsghab widow of the late Nehmtallah Moussa from Bane

A SON FOR ZECHARIAH

Luke 1:5-25

Sunday 20 November:

Announcement to Mary

11:00am Mass for the late President Rene Mouawad and his
companions

5:00pm Mass for all living and departed of Toula offered by the
Association

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 6/11/2022

Plates: $- | Donations: $- | Candles: $-

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,592,730 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,181,518 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

®  On Tuesday ®

night
- the youth held their regular
» The Senior's « sports and games night. It was

Committee a fun night with activities for
all. Join us for our next one!

along with our precious
seniors celebrated the Holy
Mass with their spiritual leader *» On Wednesday
Father Youwakim and Father evening
Walid. They enjoyed lunch,

: : after 7pm Mass the youth came
EElpresentation i together for bible studies with

Barbara's feast and Sr Margaret. They explored

entertainment. further on the topic St Paul:
May God bless them with good Letter to the é’omans

health and give rest to our
loved ones that have passed,

especially Nelly Abou Hamad. ® Friday evening @
A special thanks to her . o

daughter Violet for arranging our parish held training for

catering for the day. May God altar servers. This training

night was held for children
aged 3-14 years. The children
are the future of our parish, a

big thank you to those who
attended and will be offering
their time to serve our parish

bless us all!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.
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b guyyla - glivl 2w dyilyail §

Soe

‘\uiLd] ”L‘ P g H
215 é) Ly A €00 Gilil gapiai 11 2a 1| € 22¢

A"J "(\*3" )3

- p13o w3y LS Juilps dsidall guidy Sle oy 26 bysj gls 1]
st Aol syl 13]-" elialS s I Sy .ol dol g ail”
Juo . all 631y auyo gy Glaill aic ail plei WY 168w s
"asi" Lo §98 3y o al b Ly Jog Gl jung 13w dalsl

lal) oy uy

a3e Jio I abil olai dulapyl lislaiwl 5363 i gSaall o Jo
lipa) dnunll "aei” 6)uc yoSi Ui ySay Jo Swiljaeallg ciilaell
cilaglg « dypaill caléglg « ¢jaall caldgl L6 S,alul J33ill ljano
Jg6 i gaw cud  cilbhalll eni danlgo o liwail 1ai, pAlAI
amo JS goai Jill abl dasi yl yodi o o gay all "ae”
W cuigdi 28] Syl aiiniial sl alwi loaic 3guiw § iy
Ol 6o Leimini LUl . dlnll L6 Gpliall of ¢punasll 6ls
L6 o cgillg alll diiio Joud (4o LiiSaiw . dallall Jlaclg
1j216 ggsi Ul loyl JLisI L8> aif lisg ps (e paill yass Ll
cjo JS waly loaic "Elial)] ciws J gsule « wy b Jodi i le

"aei” cidlge (yo LilsS (o

dclall pAluiwl dinbuy e ail " eAlwiw\l” ier M aiadill
Ol o gguy g 31 Jlio el yaye gf st s Jal yo
Melinhl Jy Gall Ve Gio yai gulSll e ¢ oVl eyl ilogwis
2uall £gaig daolgll dawall oam JAS o claall (ol g

" aei' cquy Jodl dayrell daiill 0 ciils

WAL (4o Jaell Guadll agill alawll dnyé laya lieni 650 s
dré18aJl 6Ll Liueilis Jo S6)Mloll gl sl gl cagall cuu
gl / g Lol liesl lil ol . dilnog ojgil wiljliaS . apwall
Ul lamo ail alell 20 as Ggigl gm all*aei’ Jga ) Sliilolaiml

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Bolous & Roni
Abdal Ahad, Lahood & Jamilie Abdal Ahad (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F)
(G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) Khalil Youssef Issa
& his wife Marina Issa (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph, Khosseh Jallis & his wife Miryana (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of

Khoury & El-Zahou Families, Zahi & Amal Kostantine (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa & Arthur Lichaa, Nicholas Lahood (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony
Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert
Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Boutros
& Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families (T) Kemil & his wife
Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Kemil Tanna, Ghorra Tanna, Youssef & Mountaha & Said & Mariam Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) Karma Yammine & Sayed
Yammine (Z)




