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The Exaltatiow of the Holy Crosy

THE EPISTLE

For the message about the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will
thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where
is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of
the world? For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom,
God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and

Now among those who went up to worship at
the festival were some Greeks. They came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”

Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and
Philip went and told Jesus.

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, | tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit.

Those who love their life lose it, and those who
hate their life in this world will keep it for eter-
nal life. Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where | am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should |
say — ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it . :
is for this reason that | have come to this hour. = Next Sunday’s Readings
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came

from heaven 2Tim 2:1-10 the wisdom of God. For God'’s foolishness is
“I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” Mk 10:35-45 wiser than_ human wisdom, and God’s
The crowd standing there heard it and said weakness is stronger than human strength.

that it was thunder.

Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” QUOTE OF THE 1Cor1:18-25
Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your WEEK
sake, not for mine.

Now is the judgment of this world; ¢

now the ruler of this world will be driven out. Wﬁe;;’ we ";{a[k PRAYER OF THE WEEK

And |, when | am lifted up frorp the earth, without the Glorified Son of Man

will draw all people to myself. Cross ’ .

Jn12:20-32 s By your Holy Cross, you have ordained
when we build and clothed us with your robe of glory. By
d : : p your Holy Cross, you have saved and re-
2" Collection Diocesan Appeal without the ’ .

Our Maronite Eparchy is holding its first Annual deemed us. _YOUI’ Cross {705 wiped away

Dioc%san“AppeaI atdall Masses tod:y. Fund? Cross, the damnation of our sin and brought us

raised will go towards supporting the visit of His i ife-aivi

Beatitude and Eminence Cardinal Mar Bechara and when we into t/;e eter;val C;Zd I’f&g;(wng abo?ﬁ O{

Boutros Rai, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East, profess Christ your heavenly father. viake us worthy to

to Australia. / always respect, worship and honour your

E_(I:g?atilgnzlover Szlc?n :Jhe s;bge}it to ttahx deducti- without the Cross and proclaim it with joy and happi-

ility. Kindly complete the details on the enve- . Py

lopes provided at the back of the Church and sub- Cross, ness, f.or itis our refuge anq our g/ory

rrLit tfllem t? the Parish or the Maronite Chancery. we are not and W’thl?ufh’t Wf—}_a[e nodth’ng- /}?ay;t

Thank you for your support. e carry us to the safety and security of your

disciples Of the port of peace and life.
Want to receive the Newsletter by email, Lord Amen
subscribe online at www.olol.org.au\newsletter Pope Francis

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 11am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the Month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna 0435 764 824.




Today we commemorate the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Glorious Cross and we
also commence our final Season in the
Maronite Liturgical Year. The Sunday
Reading taken from Paul’s First Letter to

power of the Cross.

‘For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ cruci-
fied’v22-23. There is no denying our Cath-
olic symbol of the crucifix is a messy one
and our Christian hope, based on the
Cross, is challenging. Other people would
puzzle at how we have a God who became

‘ human, suffered and was crucified, dying
on a cross. God should be awesome, powerful, greater that all our human
messiness.

Yet for us Christians our greatest strength is in the vulnerability and pain
of the Cross. Paul even dares to write, ‘God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength’v25. So how can a Cross, which is so fundamental to
Christian faith, be at once so controversial and yet so glorious?

The Cross is the ultimate expression of how far God’s love goes. It offers
comfort to Christians in that in our own suffering, God is present. We take
comfort in knowing that Jesus knew suffering like us. More so, we live in
the hope of the Cross that just as Jesus died and rose, God will also vindi-
cate us, for God never supports evil, suffering and injustice. As Paul elo-
qguently puts it, ‘For the message about the cross is foolishness to those
whg are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God'v1s.

So on this Feast, may we as Christians, recognise the glory that is ours in
the Cross, whose horizontal and vertical beams, allow God and humanity
to meet. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
Shepherd’'s Corner

Dear Parishioners,

the Corinthians, wonderfully expresses the

Saint Sassine was the bishop of the city of
Cozikis. The governor of Cozikis arrested him.
He bravely admitted his Christian faith. The
governor got angry and ordered him to offer
up to idols. He refused and began demon-
strating that pagan worship and its supersti-
tions are vain and that the Christian religion is
the true religion. The governor raged and or-
dered him to be tortured. They tied him to
untamed horses until his body got smashed.
Then they whipped him hard but he held fast
in his faith. They threw him in prison shackled
with iron cuffs. When King Constantine the
great rose to power, he defended the Church
and liberated her from persecution; he re-
leased the holy bishop and resituated the bish-
opric seat to him. When the Arius heresy ap-
peared, and the first Nicene Council convened
in the year 325, Sassine began debating the
followers of Arius and confuting them with his
sound demonstrations. Then he returned to
his seat spreading the teachings of the Nicene
Council.

Galius was an enemy to Constantine and the
Christians. He arrested bishop Sassine and in-
flicted upon him the worst tortures. He was

beheaded and dies around the year 328.

Mass and Consecration of Our Lady of Lebanon Co Cathedral

I’'m pleased with all the priests to confirm that the Mass and Ceremony to Consecrate Our Lady of Lebanon as a

Co Cathedral will be held on Saturday 11 October 2014 at 6pm. The Mass is to be celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay in the presence of His Excellency, Archbishop Paul Gallagher, the Apostolic Nuncio to Australia,
who will conduct the Consecration Ceremony at the end of the Mass. This is a wonderful honour placed on our Church and
Parish and a call to ongoing zeal and focus on our Mission as a Parish in our Eparchy and the wider Community.

Following this event we look forward to welcoming His Beatitude and Eminence, Bechara Boutros Rai, our Maronite
Patriarch to Australia with our whole Diocese for his first visit to Australia (see opposite page for Diocesan events).
Our Parish Welcome and Mass will be held on Sunday 26 October 11am Mass followed by a time for Parishioners to

meet the Patriarch. We look forward to this most significant Pastoral Visit of our Patriarch to Australia with its theme of

“One Shepherd, One Flock.” And we continue to pray for the situation in Lebanon and the Middle East especially for all the
Christian Communities and those suffering.

Also we farewell, on his trip back to Lebanon and his family, Fr Youwakim and we say thank you.

The Priests, Staff and all the parishioners who have come to know him have felt blessed by Fr Youwakim’s presence and
ministry over this last 3 months here at Harris Pk, along with Auburn and Guildford . This is the fourth year he has come to
Sydney during his annual leave helping out fulltime in the Parish over this busy period with our preparations and celebra-
tion of Feast Week and while some of our Priests are on Annual Leave visiting their families in Lebanon. We thank him for
his always faithful and uplifting and supportive spirit that he brings to the team of Priests and our Mission and wish him
God'’s blessings for his ministry in Lebanon and for a safe trip home.

Our Thanks to Lord Mayor of Parramatta City Council, John Chedid, who on behalf of the Council
presented all the Priests with plaques acknowledging the work of the Priests for the Community. All
of us are humbly grateful for this very thoughtful
gesture.

Finally our Congratulations to the Maronite College of
the Holy Family 2014 Year 12 Students on their
Graduation. We congratulate the Sisters including

Sr Margaret on her first Year as Principle the Teachers
and the Parents and we pray for the Students as they prepare to sit for their
final Exams and look forward to their ongoing involvement in their Parish.

Mons Shora Maree PP EV




Article of the Week Uniting ourselves to Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross

—

- LA . To Christianity, the Cross is very special because Christ used it as the
instrument of our salvation. However, after His Resurrection, why do

! we continue to look to the Cross? After all, in the days of old it was
looked at as a means of punishment, degradation, humiliation and

| suffering.

Well, Jesus Himself provided us with the answer! He said: "If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me" (Luke 9:23). The point that Jesus is trying to make is
that by taking up our own cross we are not just sacrificing ourselves,
but in doing so, we are uniting ourselves to his sacrifice on the Cross.

When we take part in the Divine Liturgy, the Cross is ever-present, too.
The oblation that is offered on the altar is the representation of Christ's sacrifice on the Cross. During the Anaphora, after
the prayers of Intercession, the priest celebrates the rite of Fraction, Signing, Sprinkling, Mingling and Elevation. “The
Fraction symbolises Christ’s crucifixion and death; the Signing symbolises the action of the Trinity in uniting the Body and
the Blood; the Sprinkling symbolises the sprinkling of the Body with the blood which is the symbol of life; the Mingling
symbolises the unity of Christ’s Body and Blood; and the elevation symbolises Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension into
heaven, and the completion of the mystery of redemption” (Book of Offering Ill). Therefore, when we receive the
Sacrament of Holy Communion, we do not simply unite ourselves to Christ; we nail ourselves to the Cross, dying with Him
so that we may also rise with Him.

Today, more than ever, non-Christians see the Cross as foolishness. "For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but
we proclaim Christ crucified a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. . . (1 Corinthians 1:22-23). In their fool-
ishness, they ask what kind of Saviour triumphs through death? However for us the answer is clear, the Cross is the
crossroads of history and the Tree of Life. Our life without the Cross is meaningless. Only by uniting ourselves to Christ's
Sacrifice on the Cross can we enter into eternal life.

Thus, it is fitting at the beginning of this Season to remind ourselves that the sign of the cross should always be carried out
with great reverence and respect because it is our pride and our dignity. We should always make the sign of the cross fully,
completely and with great love; touching our forehead, then our stomach, left shoulder and right shoulder. It is not a wave
in the air or a beating of our chest. The Crucifix should be placed in every room of our homes. It should be prominent and
the central feature of the room. Our love and faith in the crucifix will protect us from all evil. When wearing the Cross as
jewellery, we should always wear it with great respect. We should not use the Cross as a fashion statement or as an
accessory. We should always call on the power of the Cross in everything that we say and do. When we are in need, we
should not go to the superstitious remedies that we are accustomed to like palm reading or going to people who think that
they are mystics and can heal. Rather we should resort to the power of the Cross and all our problems will be solved. All it
takes is a little faith, hope and love combined with the power of the Cross. Lastly, always follow in the footsteps of Saint
John Paul Il and pray at the foot of the Cross in the same way that Our Lady taught us.

Danny Nouh

E)ocevptyfrmtheThwd/EnqdwaLLetter of Patriawch Rai, Bkerke, Mawch 2014

The Maronite Liturgy is distinctive in the dimensions which crystallized its identity and specified the ex-
panse of its mission, which are:
f. The Eschatological Dimension
| The Eschatological Dimension constitutes the characteristic of the Maronite Liturgy, built on the Resurrec-
tion of our Lord Jesus, the new life and the theology of hope. In it, the Liturgy of the earth reflects the re-
ality of the Liturgy of heaven and embodies it.
g. The Biblical Dimension

¥ Texts from the Old and the New Testaments are present in our prayers to the extent that it is difficult to
distinguish between the liturgical and the biblical texts, which means, no Liturgy without the Scriptures.
To be continued...

Important Diocesan Events and Announcements

Patriarchal Visit to Australia 24 Oct to 7 Nov—"0ne Shepherd, One Flock”: The Diocesan Events include:
. Arrival Night at St Maroun’s Cathedral, Redfern Friday Night 24 October,

A Welcoming Dinner: Monday 27 October at 7pm

A Concert at the Opera House by “As Sawt AI'Atiq” Choir from Lebanon: Thurs 30 October at 8pm
A Day Visit to the White Stone Land: Saturday 1 November

A Youth Celebration Night: Saturday 1 November 5pm at OLOL Co Cathedral Grounds.

Maronites on Mission: Maronites on Mission will be sending a container to the Philippines in preparation for their next
mission trip there in January 2015. A list of the needed items can be found on the noticeboards outside the church and
includes educational, construction, medical and dental items. Any donations are welcome and can be dropped off to your
local parish.



http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=0IZ9-XNHZCG7GM&tbnid=_0Cx7YBiDs7BAM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstmark.org.uk%2Fblog%2Fitem%2F214-the-power-of-the-cross&ei=W5wTVICXEpD_8QXp-IK4Cg&bvm=bv.75

Parish Camera

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament on Thursday
night at 8pm.

His Excellency Antoine Charbel Tarabay celebrated 8pm Mass on
Father’s Day. During the Mass the Bishop thanked the Sodality for
their $80,000 contribution and Ladies Committees for their $20,000
contribution to the new Parish Presbytery. After the Mass, the Bishop,
priests & fathers present cut a cake and had morning tea.

After the 9.30am Mass Mons. Shora cut a cake with all the fathers that
attend this Mass and do so much for their parish.

On Tuesday, Mayor
John Chedid from
Parramatta City
Council presented
our priests with a
Certificate of
Appreciation in
recognition of their
contribution and
dedication to
making a difference
to the City of
Parramatta & the
broader
community.

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
are available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to one
of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish Office. m.
For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899. - B
Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

Target 2000 Parishioners
$5 a week

365 Parishioners committed

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $5,337,827 Units $1,628,150 Property $91,973

Community Business Network Page

WEBSITE DESIGN
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT
WEBSITE RE-DESIGN
GOOGLE ADVERTISING

""0400080000

fo@websitenames.com.au

PUINCEINELLO' S
PARTY HRE

Ewerything for your kids party needs_ -
wisit our website or call

OG5S 77 55 S&

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
Community Business Network Page?

The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals
a week through print and online media.

For $500 you can promote your business on
our Business Networktﬁage for the whole
mon

For details call Joe on
0400 444 999.

SrL

de. 5

pply. 50

Come visit our new bigger and better premises.
403 Great Western Hwy Wentworthville



Sunday 14th September: Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

8.00am 40 Day Zahia Boulos Nehme Esber from Kfarsghab

9.30am 40 Day Alfred Moukbel Sahyoun from Kfarfou

11.00am 1 Year John Bainy from Barsa

2:00pm Mother Superior Sr Joseph Hanna Obeid from Matrit
from the Sisters of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus

5.00pm 1 Year Evline Younis Brais from Hasroun

St Joseph the Worker Auburn

11.00am 1 Year Hanna Antoun Matta from Rechmaya

Tuesday 16th September

10.00am Funeral Martha Youssef Georges Karam widow of
Maurice Jamille Hadad from Kfarsghab

Friday 19" September

6.00pm Hilda Raich from Bnachi widow of Mkhael Younan from
Sebhel.

Saturday 20" September

6.00pm 1 Year Etour Awtel Zeidan Moussa widow of Roumanos
Roumanos from Kfarsghab.

Sunday 21* September: 1* week after Holy Cross

11.00am The living and departed of Karm El Mohr for the Feast
of Saint Moura.

5.00pm 40 Day Antonious Youssef Amine from Ardeh.

St Patrick’s Mass Centre, Guildford

6.00pm 40 Day Samir Hanna Sahyoun from Kfarfou.

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
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Parish Groups and Committees

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Maronite Services

Pastoral Council Meeting
Thursday 25 September at 8pm

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

Family & Adults Events

Library & Study Centre o%:an 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

“The C%p of Life” Topic for Arabic & English Bible Talk
Tues 16 Sept 7.30pm Organised by Family of Divine Word
Presented by Mons Shora

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Free Builders Seminar 24th September 2014 @ 5:00pm CPYC

A free forum for builders on safe digging. 4 CPD points for licensed
builders. Please register at the “Regls_ter for an event page"
www.beforeyoudignswact.com.au/fraining/upcoming-evénts

Faith Talk—"How to live a happy life in a broken world”
By International Speaker BILL DONAGHY
Sun 28th Sept 2014 8pm after 7pm Youth Mass in Church Hall

Childrens Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4pm-6pm

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
the Community at her Private Practice . Areas of Specialisation
include Depression and Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationships and
Family/Parenting. Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Amanda Nassif: 0433 217 063
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Teens Day Out Tues 30 September at 2.30 to 9.30pm
All teens are invited from every Maronite Parish in Sydney. $25 /
person incl. DJ, activities & food.

Contact Tony Mattar for more details on 0401 364 335

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474,

Activities for Seniors
Activities for Seniors will take place every fortnight and will include

Youth Events

Blood Donation TBC contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit 28 Sept 2014 contact Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting:

Youth Spring Dinner Dance— Fri 26 Sep at 7:30pm
Grand Royale, Granville. $70 incl: Mezza, Dinner,
Drinks and Entertainment by AMW.

Tix: Sid Daher: 0403336223

Veronica El-Khoury: 0449952774

board games, knitting, painting, cooking, watching movies, etc. If
60u wish to bring a parent or randgarent, 8Iease call Elias Doro on
414 495 955 or the parish office 9689-2899.
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2015 Pilgrimage—Cathedrals & Churches of Europe
20th April to 8th May 2015
Commemorating the 1st anniversary of the Canonisation of Popes
John XXIII & John Paul II, our parish is organising a pilgrimage to
the Cathedrals and Churches of Europe. The pilgrimage includes

Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.

Rome, Cascia, Padua, Assisi, Florence, Venice, Turin, Nice, Cannes,
Lordes, Paris and more with option to Beirut (extra). Cost $7,550
pp. First information meeting on 29 Sept at 7.30pm in Seniors

_To listen to 7pm Sunday Mass English Homily
visit our website olol.org.au and click on “Homilies”

Room. If you are interested, send an e-mail to Fr Pierre or Tina
Salame at frpierre@hotmail.com or tinasalame@hotmail.com
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving
embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar (B)Raymond,
Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Abboud & Hanne Bechara(C) (D) (E) (F)Najibe &Hanna Francis & Francis Family(G)
Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Aboud Maroun Georges(H) Madeline & Paul Haddad
and son Joseph, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, (I) (K) Naim Khattar & George Khattar, Michael
Badwi & Hanne El-Khoury, Afifi El-Khoury, George Kenaan(]) (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa
(M)Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Zahra Mous-
sa, John Toufic Merhi, Malkoun Family, Youssef & Ghsoub Maroun, Moussa, Sadie & Nouhad Moussa (N) Jamil,

| Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira, (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos &
son Joseph, (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Hanna Semaan Family, Souls in Purgatory (T) Salim & Fahed Ters,
Hamid & Jodette Tobaggi (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe, Karim Tannous Wehbe

(Y) (Z) Fadel, Hawa & Tony Zahoul
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