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Feast of the Assumptiow of the Virgiv

THE GOSPEL

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he
has looked with favour on the lowliness of
his servant. Surely, from now on all genera-
tions will call me blessed; for the Mighty
One has done great things for me, and holy
is his name. His mercy is for those who fear
him from generation to generation. He has
shown strength with his arm; he has

THE EPISTLE

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold
fast to what is good; love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in show-
ing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope,
be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints, extend
hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their not curse them. Rejoice with those who re-
joice, weep with those who weep Live in har-
hearts. He has brought down the powerful N ext Sunday’s Read mony with one another: do not be haughty
: : . ext Sunday’s Readings ’ ,
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 12th Sunday of Pentecost | but associate with the lowly; do not claim to

he has filled the hungry with good things, I\Ilslfqull 1238 be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone
and sent the rich away empty. He has ) evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of i i it i i

. p ' ! QUOTE OF THE in the sight of all. !f it is possible, s'o farasit
his mercy, according to the promise he WEEK depends on you, live peaceably with all.
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to Rom 12:9-15
his descendants forever. Never {5e afraw[ | Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, |

Lk 1:46-56 Of [OVlTLg tﬁe . As we celebrate the Feast of your Assumption

into Heaven, body and soul, may we always take
you as an example of true discipleship. |

< |
Parish Feast Week 2014 continues... fB[essec[ang n too :

Sodality Mass & Dinner much. You can lincrease the joy in our hearts and in our lives, so
Monday 18 Aug at 6.00pm 7 A | that like you, we may also radiate the joy of |
: : never love her | :
Adoration & Procession of Blessed Sacrament - Gospel. :
Thursday 21 Aug at 8.00pm movre than Jesus | May we, in your words of praise also proclaim: |
Parish BBQ & Festival Night with Rides A : “Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits i

! rejoice in God our Saviour.”

Family/Fersen Mass & Fun Da Saint Maximilian  : pother of the Word Incarnate, hear and answer |
ny u Y
Sunday 24 Aug at 9.30am—2.00pm Kolbe : our prayers. Amen

Saturday 23 Aug at 7.00pm

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 11am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of every month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr. Yuhanna 0435 764 824




Light from the Word The Assumption REFLECTION ON THE

Mary into heaven. It reminds us all that we too live for
Christ and eternally with Christ.

Our Reading for this Feast is Paul’s Letter to the Romans
and the passage outlines what a true Christian is about.
Mary fits this description perfectly. So let’s take a closer
look.

B Paul writes in verse 9, ‘Let love be genuine; hate what is
eV|I hold fast to what is good.” Mary held fast to the promise that she would be the
mother of God, for in saying yes, she knew that good would come into the world.

In verses 10 and 11 we read, ‘love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another
in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.” Mary’s energy is
seen when she rushes to the side of Elizabeth to assist her. It reflects a woman who is
filled with the Spirit of service.
In verse 12 we read, ‘Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” Mary
rejoiced at the announcement and at the birth of her child. She also suffered at the foot
of the Cross. All this she bore patiently as ‘she treasured all these things in her
heart’ (Lk 2:51).
In verses 13-15 Paul writes, ‘Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” Mary was there at Pentecost and
continued to be there for the disciples, offering support and encouragement to the ever
growing community, despite the opposition around them. Aside from Jesus, Mary is the
most popular person in Christianity and rightly so, given her wonderful qualities and her
total commitment to God. So it is right we celebrate her feast day with great style! Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

N G2 LUl ‘Step up!, Don't let the Joy end.

Dear Parishioners,
We are now into days four and five of our Eleven Day Journey of 19 special Faith and
Community Events for our Parish Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady.
In journeying with the Bishop, Priests, Sisters, our large team of hardworking staff
and volunteers, and so many parishioners in these events it has been inspiring to
experience the qualities expressed by Pope Francis in this week’s Paragraph of His
prayer to Mary. These qualities are the “radiant witness to communion, service, ar-
dent and generous faith, justice and love of the poor.”
You can see some of this spirit in the photos in the Newsletter and our Facebook
page.
Fr Youwakim passed on to me the following story that can inspire us to step up still
now, if we have not yet started, to follow in the example of Mary in Radiating the
Joy of the Gospel.
There was a talented tightrope walker who decided “u
to put on a special show for the people on the main | \
street of the city by demonstrating how to walk on | |
a tightrope between two high buildings. | f 1
As he was preparing a big crowd of passers-by be- i - i
gan to gather. When he started his first crossing | \
they were amazed and could not believe what was ! }
happening before their eyes. When he completed
the first crossing they were in awe and applauded him with joy.
Seeing the large crowd below, the tightrope walker asked for a volunteer to help
with his most important act, namely to get on his shoulders while he walked back
across the tightrope. He waited a long time and no one came forward. He was sad
no one trusted him to participate and said to the crowd of watchers: “I am sad and
sorry that no one has stepped up to bring you greater joy....Therefore the show is
over. It is finished”.
The moral of the story is that in God’s most important ‘action’ and work of salvation
in Christ Jesus his Son, the Lord does not need just watchers, but participants, peo-
ple who are willing to step up with faith and ready to serve humbly like Mary. So let
us continue or be renewed in stepping up to be part of the remaining faith and
Community events and radiate the Joy of the Gospel, which reveals God’s amazing
plan of Salvation. To help us we continue to pray with Pope Francis:
Mary,
Star of the new evangelization,
help us to bear radiant witness to communion,
service, ardent and generous faith,
justice and love of the poor,
that the joy of the Gospel
may reach to the ends of the earth,
illuminating even the fringes of our world. Amen. Alleluia!

Monsignor Shora Maree PP EV

& Today we celebrate our parish feast, the Assumption of

ASSUMPTION

Although it was only officially defined
in 1950, the Church, filled and inspired
by the Holy Spirit has always taught
and believed in the Assumption of
Mary. In this blessed feast, Mary, as
she did in her life, continues to be an
example of how the grace of God
works in human life and the free gift of
God which comes when we cooperate
with His grace. Early in her life, when
the Angel Gabriel declared on to Mary,
that she would conceive a son by the
Power of the Holy Spirit, Our Lady was
posed with a great test of her faith. Yet
her yes to the plan of The Lord for her
life, was the beginning of her new life
where in all things, she would radiate
the joy of the gospel. Her faith filled
yes allowed her to literally conceive the
word of God in her womb and bring
this great word to the entire world.
Through participating in the incarna-
tion of Our Lord, it was only fitting that
Mary, who through this incarnation
became the first tabernacle, be grant-
ed the special privilege to share in the
Resurrection of the Body which we
profess in the creed. Her blessed As-
sumption into heaven, where she is
glorified in body and soul, remains for
us an “image and beginning of the
Church as it is to be perfected in the
world to come, so too does she shine
forth on earth, until the day of the Lord
shall come, as a sign of sure hope and
solace to the people of God during its
sojourn on earth”. (Lumen Gentium 68)
In all these things Mary remains for us
the example of a perfect Christian. One
who hears the word of God, says yes
with faith, conceives this word and
bears its fruits to all the world.

Charbel Dib




Article of the Week —tow does Mary Radiate the Joy of the Gospel?

In these times of turmoil and suffer-
Bl ing, do you often wonder where Je-
B sus Christ is in this mess that we live
¥ in? This question has been playing
on my mind for the last few weeks.

- Where is Jesus in all the persecutions
"= that are taking place in his name?

| Where is Jesus amidst all the hate
and evil? Where is he in all the des-
pair that is brought about through

®4 addiction? Where is Jesus?

&, And what about Mary, how is she
radiating the joy of the Gospel?
Where is the joy in all the pain?
Where is the joy in war, in illness and
poverty? Where is the Gospel and who has time to proclaim it
anymore? Where? Where? Where?

Then | took a closer look at our parish here at Our Lady of Lebanon
and this is what | saw:

| saw the face of Jesus in every volunteer, committee member,
staff member, parishioner, nun and priest who was preparing for
the Feast of the Assumption.

| saw Mary truly radiating the Joy of the Gospel: through the ladies
that have worked tirelessly baking, preparing and selling food and
sweets; through the men who have spent their days and nights
cleaning, unpacking and setting up; through the traffic controllers
who always ensure our safety in processions and parking, who
often are being abused to protect us; through the Fersen, Teen
and Youth leaders who are educating our children in their faith
and providing them with good role models; through the outstand-
ing young men and women who lead us in prayer every night
through the Rosary and Novenas; through the Media Committee
who have gone to outstanding lengths in promoting the Feast in
every possible way; through the young photographer who cap-
tures the most beautiful photos and exposes our Parish through
her creative lens; through the prayers of the Sodalities and their
leader who put all their pains aside and carried their banner with
great pride during the procession; through the Seniors and Faith &
Light committees who ensured that the elderly and disabled were

nurtured and looked after spiritually and socially; through the
Stewardship and Pastoral Councils who ensured that everything
was organised and provided as required; through the dedicated
woman and men who have given up their weekends fixing reno-
vating the Church Hall; through the staff members who worked
with great commitment in supporting the priests; through the
faithful witness of the members of the Divine Word Family who
continually proclaim with joy the Good News of the Gospel in their
gatherings; through the support, prayers and encouragement of
the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family; through the Family Com-
mittee, Teams and all the Mothers and Fathers who strive to radi-
ate the Joy of the Gospel in their homes; through the volunteers
who spent their nights preparing, boxing, wrapping and selling the
beautiful gifts; through the cleaners who ensure that our parish
grounds and buildings are always hygienically clean; through the
ever-persevering lady who sells the raffle tickets at the door of the
church; through the Sponsors who continually provide their finan-
cial support and backing; through the choirs and musicians who
beautifully elevate us in prayer; through the Extraordinary Minis-
ters of the Eucharist who never falter in bringing our Lord to his
faithful; through the altar servers who serve with great love and
devotion; through the priest who was managing, buying, selling
and cooking and ensuring that all the events were appropriately
catered for; through the elderly priests who sit in the confessional
for hours on end and visit the sick bringing the grace of God into
the lives of those who need it; through the priest who vacuumed
and mopped the church floors and worked with great passion and
zeal coordinating and organising, not accepting anything below
perfect for the Feast of our Lady because simply “Al3adra byel
ba2la”; through our Shepherd and Parish Priest who strives for
nothing but the best for his children; through every individual that
walks through the doors of our wonderful parish and prays for,
supports, donates and encourages everything that it is.
Wow! | then realised that the answer to my questions were right
in front of my eyes. Amidst all the turmoil that is surrounding us,
Mary is radiating the joy of the Gospel through each one of us and
the best place that we can find Jesus is right here in our Parish.
Welcome to Our Lady of Lebanon Parish.

Danny Nouh

Excerpty fromthe Thivd Encyclical Letter of Patviarch Rai, Bkerke, March 2014

mission, which are:
». c. The Marian Dimension
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To be continued..............

The Maronite Liturgy is distinctive in the dimensions which crystallized its identity and specified the expanse of its

The Marian Dimension takes prominence in the presence of the Blessed Virgin Mary within the theological and
¥ popular framework simultaneously, and in texts that describe the Blessed Virgin Mary as the “Mother of God,”
handmaid of the divine plan for salvation for the human person.

Feast week has begun. With Mary the time to ‘radiate the joy
of the Gospel’ is here. Feast week in the Parish of Our Lady of
Lebanon is an exciting time for young and old. It is a time of
celebrations, socially and spiritually. It is a time of coming to-
gether with family and friends, under the watchful gaze of our
mother, Patroness of the Parish. When we are here, we imme-
diately notice the joy in people. We can see joy radiating on
their faces. The question to ask is: Do we continue to radiate
this joy of Christ and His Word to those around us? To our
partners? Our Children? Our extended family and friends? Our
work colleagues? This is what it means to truly radiate the joy
of the Gospel. It is not a one-off thing that happens for a cer-
tain number of days on an annual basis. It is not something
that comes and goes, like many other things in life. Like ‘Mary,
Radiating the joy of the Gospel’ is on-going. It is about believ-
ing in hope in times of despair. It is believing in life in times of
death. It is trusting in God when there is so much doubt. It is
about loving instead of hating, forgiving instead of holding
grudges. These are Gospel values that we should be teaching
our children. These are the values that make us Disciples of
Christ. These values are the fuel that allows us, with ‘Mary, to
radiate the joy of the Gospel’.

Hello my dearest brothers and sisters. Welcome to our Fa-
ther’s house where you are always welcomed with love
and open arms.
This week is such a special week for all. In this week, the
Parish of Our Lady of Lebanon, is celebrating the Feast of
the Assumption of my mother and your mother Mary.
| have seen that the Parish has chosen the theme: “Mary,
radiating the Joy of the Gospel”. This is such an important
theme because Mary did just that. Whilst she was holding
me in her womb, during my life, suffering and death and
even at my Resurrection and Pentecost, Mary always radi-
ated my message of love and forgiveness.
She is the best example for all people of what it means to
be my disciple. It is to always have joy and to spread that
joy to all those around you. Pray to her this week so that
she may be your guide in ‘radiating the joy of the Gospel’.
Love always
your brother Jesus




Feast Week Celebrations

began on Wednesday
with a beautiful proces-
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rounding the Church fol-
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- Parish Camera in Feast Week
4 I e

On Friday, the Seniors to- The men & ladies hard at

gether with the Faith & Light 2 work baking, cooking and
committees celebrated Mass = : ' ! g preparing for all Feast

followed by a beautiful lunch v Y. R A | s 1l Week events.
with the elderly and disabled. g

Our Thanks to our major Feast Week Sponsors
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A Big Thanks also to our Feast Week Supporters & Donors...
And a Big well done to our TEAM of Feast Week VOLUNTEERS...




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 17 August: Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin:
11.00am 1 Year Hanna Bakhous EI Khoury Yazbek from Aslout
3.30pm Youssef Boutros Habib from Tannourine (died on Lebanon)
5:00pm Mass for living and departed from Miziara

St Patrick’s Mass Centre, Guildford
6.00pm 1 Year Sobhieh Bazouni widow of Eid Semaan from Hadchit

Tuesday 19" August

6.00pm Georgette Mikael El Shaar wife of Khalil El Shaar from
Bkerkasha (died in Lebanon)

Sunday 24™ August: 12th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 1 Year Daniel George Salame from Hadeth El Jebbi

11.00am 40 Day Jamile Fares wife of Tannous Abboud from Asnoun

5.00pm For the living and departed of Fradiss for Feast of St Roukos

St Joseph the Worker Auburn

11.00am 1 Year Michael Jalil Anjoul from Hadchit
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Patriarchal Visit of Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Al Rai to Australia—24 Oct to 7 Nov 2014

Commemorating the First visit of
His Eminence Patriarch Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai,
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East,
the Maronite Eparchy of Australia invites you to partake in this
historic visit themed
“One Shepherd, One Flock”,
through the following events:
The Welcoming Dinner Monday 27 October 7pm at
Le Montage, Lilyfield.

Parish Groups and Committees
Pastoral Council Meeting
TUES 2nd September at 8pm

Family & Adults Events

Arabic Bible Discussion by Family of Divine Word
Tues 19th August 8.45pm
Presented by His Excellency Bishop Robert Rabbat

“From Darkness to Radiating Joy” English Faith Testimony
This Wed 20 August at 8pm after 7pm English Mass
Presented by George Isaac ALL WELCOME

Free Builders Seminar 24th September 2014 @ 5:00pm CPYC

A free forum for builders on safe digging. 4 CPD points for licensed
builders. Please register at the "Re?lste_r for an event page"
www.beforeyoudignswact.com.au/fraining/upcoming-evénts

Childrens Events

Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663
Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events
Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4pm-6pm

Youth Events

Blood Donation TBC contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit 31 AUG 2014 contact Josette 0447777703

WEBSITE DESIGN
WEBSITE MANAGEMENT
WEBSITE RE-DESIGN

<SLaAl iU

wUliclLiCu

BN g s
5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands

FUS TR

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

The Concert with the As Sawt Al’Atiq Choir from Lebanon
gerforming Melodies of Glory (Koleh d’Shubho) at the

ydney Opera House Thursday 30 October at 8pm.
The outdoor Youth Celebration and Prayer evening with
His Beatitude Saturday 1 November 2014 at Our Lady of
Lebanon, Harris Park from Spm.

The Eparchy invites you to participate in all events.

For tickets, bookings and enquiries, contact the
Maronite Chancery on 02 9642 0211.

Maronite Services

.. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre o%f:n 10am - 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to
the Community at her Private Practice . Areas of Specialisation
include Depression and Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationships and
Family/Parenting. Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526
Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.

Call Amanda Nassif: 0433 217 063
Adults and Youth Debbie Draybi 0435 407 911
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.
For further info., please contact Nelly Azize 9689 2899
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of
our Newsletter Community
Business Network Page?

The Newsletter reaches over

SrL

Trade. Supply. Solutions

GOOGLE ADVERTISING

Special discount when you mention this ad
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2000 individuals a week
through print and online
media.

For $500 you can promote
your business on our Business
Network Page for the whole
month.

For details call Joe on
0400 444 999.

PUNCHINELLO S
ACTY HIRE 702

Ewverything for your kids party neads -
wisit our website or call
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IN OUR PRAYERS

all efernity e

(F) (G) Yousset Salim Coorey

sen, Youssef & Hanne El Hessen and family, Hanna & Farwa

aoulach, Peter Lichaa and his wife

{\?{bbour and his wife C(}L) Boulos
aroun and his wife

wife and I\Farents & all departed of the Moses famil
Merhi (N) Evelyn & Boutros Naoum

Romanos & son Ioseph, Merched &

) Milia Bou Raidan, Badwi Antoun Reaiche & his faithful deEarted, amil & Labibi Roumanus,
arin Raad & their son Youssef (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Lovindg embrace for
sgeCIally those we Pray for: (A) Michael Anjoul, Fr Elias Agoub, Antoun Azar (B) Kamil, Amira an
Martha Budwa¥ é ) Salha Chaga and Youssef Chayia, Elias Abou Chedid & his departed (D) Roumanos Daher (E) Azar
ebrael, Colleen Madeline George, Helen George,

\| her husband & all their departed (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice}][amil Haddad, Youssef and Amineh El Hallal, Tannous & Chmounie
awash, Tony Hawash & his departed, Mickael Habib & his departed (I)
| Tansa & Souraya Ishac & family £K) Nakiyi and Wadih Karam, Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar,
arie, Youssef Lichaa (Mg Elichaa and Youssef

hosoun, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Fransess Moussa,
, Badwi Mawad & his departed, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses Family, John Toufic

\Joseph Boutros,

oussef Estephan,

ajid eor%e, Youssef Gittany & his wife, dalﬁhter &
Hes-

) Kamel Antonios
alkoun, Youssef
outros & Zahra Moussa, Tansa Moussa & his

aymond & Etour

mille Nabih Saad, Naseem Saad and Family, Hanna

Saba and his wile and their deEarted, Boutros Khoury Shalhoub & his wife Asma & their son Youssef, Souls in Purgatory (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara

Wehbe, (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all faithful departed Zaouk family.
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