The/Good News fromYour Pavisiv

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH - HARRIS PARK

THE EPISTLE THE GOSPEL

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which
he promised beforehand through his prophets
in the holy Scriptures, the gospel concerning
his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh and was declared to be
Son of God with power according to the spirit
of holiness by resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about
the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles
for the sake of his name, including yourselves
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all
God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for
all of you, because your faith is proclaimed
throughout the world. For God, whom | serve
with my spirit by announcing the gospel of his
Son, is my witness that without ceasing |
remember you always in my prayers, asking
that by God’s will | may somehow at last
succeed in coming to you. For | am longing to
see you so that | may share with you some
spiritual gift to strengthen you — or rather so
that we may be mutually encouraged by each
other’s faith, both yours and mine.

QUOTEOF THEWEEK  Romi:1-12

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the
Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah
and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez
and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and
Aram the father of 'Aminadab, and 'Aminadab
the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father
of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Bo'az by
Rahab, and Bo'az the father of 'Obed by Ruth,
and 'Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of King David. And David was the father of
Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the

Christmas Readings
Heb 1:1-12
Lk 2:1-20

e

« father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father
+ of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and
© Asaph the father of  Jehoshaphat, and
¢ Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the
: father of 'Uzziah, and 'Uzziah the father of
+ Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz
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* the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father
of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos,

Next Sunday’s Readings
Heb7:11-19
Lk2:41-52

and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the
father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time
of the deportation to Babylon. And after the
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the
father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of

Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,

“Shower, © heawvens, from above, and let

the skies rain downw the Ri

Maronite Liturgy (Genealogy of-Jesus)

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

—
I Heavenly Father,

One.”

we thank you for the gift of our families. Help us to love one another and

| to forgive each others short comings.

Strengthen and reaffirm our families in the virtues of love and faith.
Bless and grace those who are starting new families, so that they may
I grow in the example of the Holy Family. Assist those families who are

broken or are in despair.
I God, the Father of all, hear our prayer. Amen.

Dory Zaouk

and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the
father of 'Azor, and 'Azor the father of Zadok,
and Zadok the father of Akhim, and Akhim the
father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Ele'azar,
and Ele'azar the father of Matthan, and Matthan
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of
Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was
born, who is called the Messiah. So all the
generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations; and from David to the
I deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations;
and from the deportation to Babylon to the
Messiah, fourteen generations.

Matt 1: 1-17

| Want to receive the Newsletter by email, if
so send your request to
| newsletter@olol.org.au

CONFESSIONS

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 1 1am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 9am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




GENEALOGY OF JESUS

In our last Sunday before Christmas our Gospel
offers us the genealogy of Jesus. Our Reading, taken
from Paul’s Letter to the Romans, connects the idea
that Jesus ‘was descended from David according to
the flesh’v1.

From the very outset of his letter, Paul is already
preaching a theology of Incarnation, of

JIBSIUE? IEAMOOLY TMRIBIE  Resurrection and of the Trinity. Paul is considered
the first theologian, who wrote about Christian
\ belief and the Church. His writings pre-date the
Gospels, and laid down the foundations of
Christianity for converts. But let us get back to the focus of today . . .

One of the important themes emerging here is the concept of generations of believers.
In our Sunday Gospel, Matthew lists people throughout history and ties them in with
the story of Jesus. In Paul’s letter, the story continues with an invitation to all those
who have come after Jesus ‘including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus
Christ’v6. This is a universal and eternal story. We are all connected to one another in
some way and our lives are intricately (and we can add intimately) woven in with
God’s. The story of the Old Testament is a journey of a people towards God. God in
Jesus, came for all people. Christians since then, journey with God.

On a last note, the Gospel genealogy mentions people of all backgrounds and situates
them in the context of the preparation for the coming of Christ. In Paul’s letter he now
refers ‘to all God’s beloved . . . who are called to be saints’v7. We are children of a new
generation and as we approach Christmas, we now live our lives through the
knowledge of what Christ has done for us. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf

PRINCE OF PEACE FOR THE WORLD

The Prince of Peace is Born for the World.
He has no gown, no crown, no sword.
The blind will see,

He will calm the sea,

And walk with me on my little road.

So for Him | will sing... hey, hey

The Prince of Peace is Born for the World.
This was the jingle for the Carols capturing our
theme for Christmas Jesus, Prince of Peace for
the world. We pray this Christmas the World
will open to the only one who can its lasting
peace and the Church will continue to take the B
Lead in the world under God'’s call through Pope Francis

Also to all those who sent Birthday well-wishes by facebook and by phone and sms...
thank you and | am rather overwhelmed by the large number of messages and literally
have not been able to keep up and reply to them all and have nearly developed a
blister on my finger typing out so many return messages.

Even though | have had a ‘normal’ working day in the Parish your messages with God’s
Grace have made it a wonderful day.

This big number of messages started from Our Carols by Candlelight last night, part of
our Community Celebration of the most wonderful Birth of our Saviour into our World,
and raced into Facebook.

While | celebrate my 52nd Birthday today, over this last year 361 Children celebrated
their first birthday and their Birth into our Parish family through the Sacrament of
Baptism.

So that these 361 new bornsand baptised with their families our current and future
generations will have a Faithfilled Maronite Community in which to experience the
Love and Truth of God revealed by
our Loving Saviour

| ask you to continue to pray for
me and all the Priests and to join
more deeply in the Mission of

8 Christ in your Parish by being
involved and participating with joy.
While not easy much of the time, |
can say It is always a Blessing to be
able to serve Our Lord in our
growing Parish Family.

My Prayer, Love and Thanks for all.

Mons Shora Maree

Stephen's name means "crown,"
and he was the first disciple of
Jesus to receive the martyr's
crown. Stephen was a deacon in
the early Christian Church. The
apostles had found that they
needed helpers to look after the
care of the widows and the poor.
So they ordained seven deacons,
and Stephen is the most famous
of these.

God worked many miracles
through St. Stephen and he
spoke with such wisdom and
grace that many of his hearers
became followers of Jesus. The
enemies of the Church of Jesus
were furious to see how
successful Stephen's preaching
was. At last, they laid a plot for
him. They could not answer his
wise argument, so they got men
to lie about him, saying that he
had spoken sinfully against God.
St. Stephen faced that great
assembly of enemies without
fear. In fact, the Holy Bible says
that his face looked like the face
of an angel.

The saint spoke about Jesus,
showing that He is the Savior,
God had promised to send. He
scolded his enemies for not
having believed in Jesus. At that,
they rose up in great anger and
shouted at him. But Stephen
looked up to Heaven and said
that he saw the heavens opening
and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God.

His hearers plugged their ears
and refused to listen to another
word. They dragged St. Stephen
outside the city of Jerusalem and
stoned him to death. The saint
prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!" Then he fell to his knees
and begged God not to punish his
enemies for Kkilling him. After
such an expression of love, the
holy martyr went to his heavenly
reward.
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THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS FOR US TODAY.

In today's gospel we hear the names of the 42 generations from Abraham to Jesus. Within
these 42 generations which make up the family tree of Jesus, there where some who lived
righteously and others who committed great sins (just like any other family tree we look at).
the first important message we can take from this is that God does not call the qualified,
rather he qualifies the called. Regardless of the great sins some of these men committed,
God's forgiveness and love always was present. This love and forgiveness ensured that these
| men would find Gods favour again and be part of the family tree of our Lord. The other
4| important message we can take is that, regardless of what took place in our own lives or in
54 our own family trees, we can always follow the example of Jesus and remain faithful to The
““*~ Fathers own plan for his life without ever disrespecting his human ancestry, in doing this
He remained faithful to both his human and divine origin. So as we prepare for this coming Christmas let us prepare for
the birth of Jesus by following his own example of remaining faithful to Gods plan for our lives and always be loving and
respectful to our families and heritage. Merry Christmas and God bless.

Charbel Dib

If silence is not one of the sounds associated with Christmas preparations, people might miss an
experience of the love and tenderness that is at the heart of the holiday, Pope Francis has said.
It’s not so much what God says as how he says it, the Pope said in his homily.

“When a child has a bad dream and wakes up crying,” he said, “Dad goes and says, ‘Don’t be afraid,
don’t be scared. I’'m here.”” The Lord speaks this way, too,” he said, pointing to a reading from Isaiah 41,
in which the Lord reassures Jacob, affectionately calling him a little worm.

“When we watch a father or mother talking to a child, we see how they become small, using the voice
of a child and the gestures of a child,” he said. “From the outside one can think, ‘Oh, how ridiculous.” They make
themselves smaller, don’t they? That’s because a father’s or mother’s love needs to be close. The Lord is like that, too.
“And so, the father and the mother say ridiculous things to the child, like, ‘Ah, my love, my toy,”” the Pope said. “The Lord
says these things, too: ‘You worm, Jacob,” ‘You are like a worm to me, a tiny little thing, but | love you so much.”” The
language of the Lord is the language of love and tenderness, of whispers and extreme simplicity, he said.

When the Lord spoke to Elijah, it was not in the roar of the wind or the rumble of an earthquake, but in “the sound of that
silence that is proper to love” and “doesn’t make a spectacle.”” This is the music of the Lord’s language and, as we prepare
for Christmas, we must listen for it. It will do us good to hear it,” Pope Francis said.

“Usually, Christmas seems like a very noisy feast,” he said, but “we can use a bit of silence to hear these words of love,
closeness and tenderness.”

; l 1 : WHO IS THIS CHILD THAT LIES AS P?

Who is this child that lies asleep,

In @ humble manger, surrounded by sheep?
His face glows with Godly radiance.

How in a stable can there be this ambience?

My dearest brothers and sisters,

The time for my birth is almost here. I pray that you
have prepared your beautiful hearts for my coming. If
you haven't done so yet, it is never too late.

This week in the Gospel, you will hear a long list of His mother lifts him up and on her arm she caresses,
names being read out. They are my ancestors. Yes, you The little body enfolded in swaddling dresses.

may be thinking: "Well how boring is it that I have to  She looks down to see her beautiful son,

hear all these names” but they are important. My Treasuring in her heart the plan of the Divine One!
ancestors help to prove o those who do not believe :

that T am the Messiah the chosen Son of God who Lg%:iﬁé }Z‘Zf’oﬁ;”n(igt'ﬁ,eer‘feﬁifgjepsagﬁﬁbark.

came to earth. If YO.U do G bit of research on some of Beauty beyond beauty' and love greater than IOVG,
my ancestors, you will notice that some of them were Jesus in the arms of Mary — a gift from God above!
bad people who sinned against God. But our Father,

regardless of their sins, chose to forgive them and From heaven to earth you came down to reveal,
still send me through their family line. This should A new covenant for all and W'th'?n it us seal.

teach you that not everyone has a perfect family. \lfIVhp 1S thl'_s Cg'ld ;‘jhz.t lies aslleep. g

Sometimes you can have cousins or family members €15 ourtordandRing —a love so deep.

who do not really follow God. This does not mean that
you should hate them but rather you should always
pray for them and ask God to help them with their
problems.

I will see your blessed faces at the Christmas Mass,
don't forget to come and say ‘congratulations’ to my
mother also. I don't want presents from you but I do
ask that you give me your hearts filled with love and
faith. Have a blessed week, Your brother Jesus.

Danny Nouh




Parish Camera & Media Page

Carols by Candlelight celebrating “Prince of Peace for the World”
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"0 come let us adore Him...” : Christmas Adoration b SERE
was the theme of this Year’s Christmas Adoration on Thursday night with ﬂ" ‘.l
the 7pm Sunday English Mass Choir chanting Christmas Hymns
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AT YOUR Car, Trucks, Machinery, Bikes, Boats, Jet Skis.

PLACE 1300 657 115

Bringing the Kebab Shop to Your Place! 1/39 Marion Street, Parramatta 2150

Call 0422 KEBABS  www.kebabsplus.com.au www.carloancityonline.com.au

Interested in being on the

Newsletter Community
_Business Page

which reaches over 2000

[ |
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. can promote your business for a
AKA I bco rP month. For details
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; wi e monthly printing

www.ibcorp.com.au costs of our newsletter.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

FEASTS & MEMORIAL MASSES

o) Ciliu) 38

Sunday 22 December: Genealogy
8:00am Tannous Youssef Abboud from Mizyara (died in Lebanon)
11:00am 1 Yr Elmaza Gerges Abou Melhem from Imar
5:00pm 40 Day Michael Mtanios Tabach from Bazoun
St Joseph - Auburn 11:00am Soheila John Abou Sejaan from
Tabarja wife of Edward Peter Tower from Zahle (died in Lebanon)
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Tues 24 Dec: CHRISTMAS EVE
OLOL 6:00pm Children’s Christmas Eve Mass (Eng) with Santa after Mass
11:00pm Solemn Liturgy
St Joseph the Worker - Auburn 10:00pm Solemn Liturgy
Wed 25 Dec: CHRISTMAS DAY- like normal Sunday times
OLOL 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am - 5:00pm & 7:00pm
St Joseph the Worker - Auburn 11:00am
St Patrick - Guildford 6:00pm
Thurs 26 Dec: PRAISES TO THE MOTHER OF GOD (Boxing Day)
OLOL 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am & 6:00pm
St Joseph the Worker - Auburn 10:00am
Saturday 28 December:
6:00pm 40 Day Milad Mtanious Chalhoub from Daraya
Sunday 29 December:
11:00am 40 1 Yr Imad Mtanious ElTers from Hraykis
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Parish Groups and Committees

Pastoral Council Meeting: Tues 4 February 2014
Family & Adults

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Maronite Services

Family of the Divine Word, Bible Discussion: Tues @ 7:30pm
Adult Arabic Course: Sat 9:30am Mon 7pm to call 9689 289

Maronites Connected (for over 28's)

HoBing Salsa classes will resume in Feb.

February: Planning a Western Sydney Wanderers soccer
March 2" a Spiritual day ‘Living as a Maronite today’
by Max Brenner! To receive event updates contact Rafic on
0408358497 or email MConnected@olol.org.au

Youth

Blood Donation contact Joanne 0427503008
Nursing Home Christmas Visit Sun 22 Dec, Josette 0447777703
Monthly Youth Meeting: TBC

Youth New Years Harbour Cruise (aboard the Lady Rose)
Sat 18 Jan. tickets $ 60, include 2 Levels of D] Ent. & buffet.
Contact Saide 0404189137 or Maroun 0410656099

Teens

Teens Carwash Day
Sat 4 & Sun 5 January 2014 @ bottom level Carpark.
Include carwash with soap, vacuum & window polishing.
Contact Tony 0401364335.

Teens Faith Discussion: Resumes February 2014

?ame
ollowed

Youth Drop in Recreation Room &

Library & Study Centre open 10gm — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417 426 103

Nada Coorey Psycholo %for confidential counselling at Centre or
at Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depréssion and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationship difficulties and Family/Parenting.

ontact Details : Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Maronite Youth and Family Counselling Service

For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Debbie Draybi: 0433 217 063 or 8898 1518
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Marriage Counselling (Arabic) Sr Rose Therese: 0421 283 899

Leila: 0423 207 905
Natural Fertility Services We offer da?/time and evening agpointments.
For further info., please contact Leila Jessimer on 0423-207-905.
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999
Children’s PIaygtl_‘ougeRgsumes Tues 4 Feb 2014, _
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

Children's Events School Holidays

Arabic Classes: Resumes Feb 2014 call Antoinette: 0414819663

Children’s Playgroup Resumes Tues 4 Feb 2014.

People with Disability
Faith & Light Movement: 3rd Thurs of the month 7:30pm

General Notices

Registrations for First Holy Communion for 2014 being taken
contact Parish office 9689 2899

Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an sms to 0404057777.

POSITION AVAILABLE —PARTTIME COUNSELLOR
MaroniteCare is seeking expressions of interest from qualified
Counsellors for our funded program which provides part-time

Counselor with cross-cultural awareness (up to 12 hours a week) to
counsel teens and their parents. from a predominantly Maronite
Lebanese background If you are interested please send your CV to
josephine.ishac@olol.org.au
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in .
Your Lov¥1g embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: InMemg%%Ig;n%yghanks

(A) Fr Elias Ayoub, Mikhael Anjoul (B) Milia Bou Radain, Raymond, Annie Bazouni & their son Charbel Bazouni, Soubhi & Sayde Bazouni & family (C) Najla Milan $975
Maroun Chediac, Mary Chediac, Mona Chediac, Antonious Chediac, & John Chediac, (D) Hanna & Wadad Daaboul, (E) Tannous & Chemounie who requested in Lieu of flowers
ElHessen, Youssef & Hanneh EIHessen & family (G) Collen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George Tannous & Kalimeh Gittany & Family, donations be towards the OLOL
Touma Gerges (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul ~ Haddad, Joseph Paul Haddad, Jabbour Assad Haddad, Hanne Jabbour | Community Youth & Pastoral Centre.
Haddad, Amine Tannous Haddad, Samiya Amine Haddad (1) Tansa & Thouraya Ishac & family, Julia & Tony Ishac (K) Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Our thanks to all who donated in
| : . response. Be assured of our
Khattar & George Khattar, (L) Boulous Loulach (M) Lichaa & Youssef Malkoun, Anthony Mamah Moses & Moses family, Elias Barbar Moussa, John continuing prayers for your departed
‘ Toufic Merhi, (N) Badwi Jamil Ndaira, Adel Massih Naoum (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & son Joseph, Rouhana & | family member. May he rest in peace.
| Elaine Rahme, (S) Boutros Koushaya Sasine, John Sleiman, Souls in Purgatory, (T) Leila Touma (W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara Wehbe (Z) Maroun John Msgr Shora Maree & all the Priests
Zaouk and all the faithful departed of the Zaouk family, Fadel Zahoul wife Hawa & son Tony
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