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Dear Parishioners and Friends of Our Lady of Lebanon,
 
With gratitude to the Lord, we present to you the Annual Report of Our Lady of Lebanon Parish for 2025-
2026.
 
What makes a parish special is not found only in its big projects, achievements or moments of celebration.
Rather, it is found in the quiet acts that turn a church into a family and a spiritual home for all its people.
 
It is found in the child who pauses to pray before the Blessed Sacrament, the families gathered around the
altar each Sunday, the volunteers who generously give their time, and the ladies baking bread on the saj for
parish events. These simple acts are the heartbeat of parish life.
 
For almost fifty years, you, the parishioners of Our Lady of Lebanon, have been writing the story of this
parish and passing it on from one generation to the next. Through your commitment, you have built a
strong community centred on Christ, our Maronite heritage, and a love for Our Lady.
 
As we reflect on the past year, we give thanks for the many blessings the Lord has bestowed upon this
parish through our liturgical celebrations, sacramental life, faith formation programs, committee
initiatives, charitable outreach, social gatherings and community events. These activities bring us together
and unite us as one parish family.
 
In 2028, we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the opening of Our Lady of Lebanon Church. This
approaching Jubilee invites to honour those who came before us, and to consider the legacy we will leave
for those who follow. Through the parish master plan and the significant projects planned, we are investing
in the future of this parish. We are looking forward to commencing Stage 1 soon, which includes the
construction of additional parking facilities for Our Lady of Lebanon. These projects are not about
buildings; they are about ensuring that future generations will continue to find at Our Lady of Lebanon a
spiritual home for them. 
 
I extend my sincere gratitude to Fr Danny Nouh, for his leadership and his tireless service. I thank all the
clergy, staff, parish council, committees, volunteers, benefactors and all parishioners who enrich the life of
this parish through their dedication and generosity. Your contribution, whether seen or unseen, continues
to strengthen our community.
 
As you read this annual report, I hope you take pride in all that has been achieved together and be filled
with hope for the future. Let us continue to build upon the foundations laid by those who came before us,
always trusting in the guidance and intercession of Our Lady of Lebanon.
 
May the Lord bless you and your families, and may Our Lady of Lebanon continue to watch over and protect
our parish.

 
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania

MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP
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MESSAGE FROM OUR DEAN
Dearest Parish family and friends,

As we present the 2025–2026 Annual Report of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, I do so with a heart full
of gratitude to God and deep appreciation for each one of you who continues to make this parish a living
expression of faith, hope and love.

Last year, the Universal Church invited us to journey as Pilgrims of Hope during the Holy Year proclaimed
by Pope Francis. Throughout that year, we witnessed hope alive in our parish community. We saw it in the
thousands who gathered faithfully for the Divine Mysteries, in the children and young people growing in
faith, in the families who turned to the Church in moments of joy and sorrow, and in the countless
volunteers whose generosity sustains the life of this parish each day.

Hope is never merely an idea. It is lived. It is found in the simple yet powerful moments that shape parish
life: a prayer offered before the Blessed Sacrament, a family gathered around the altar, a young person
discovering their vocation, a volunteer serving behind the scenes, or a parishioner extending a hand of
support to someone in need. These moments, as Bishop Tarabay beautifully reminds us, are the heartbeat
of our parish family.

As we journey through the first half of 2026, the Year of Prayer for Peace in the Maronite Eparchy of
Australia, New Zealand and Oceania, we recognise how deeply our world longs for the peace that only
Christ can give. Amid uncertainty, conflict and division, we are called to become people of prayer,
reconciliation and hope. Peace begins in the heart, is nurtured within the family, strengthened within the
parish, and radiates outward into society.

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral has always been more than a church building. It is a spiritual home. For
over five decades, generations of Maronites have found here a place of belonging, a place where faith is
nurtured, traditions are preserved, and lives are transformed through an encounter with Christ. From this
hill in Harris Park, countless vocations, ministries, families and communities have flourished, helping
shape the story of the Maronite Church throughout Australia.

Today, as the Mother Church of our Eparchy and the largest Maronite parish in the Southern Hemisphere,
we remain committed to serving every stage of life. Through our liturgies, sacraments, ministries, pastoral
programs, charitable outreach and community initiatives, we strive to ensure that everyone who enters our
parish encounters the love and mercy of God.

This year has also been one of significant progress as we continue preparing for the future. As we approach
the 50th anniversary of the opening of Our Lady of Lebanon Church in 2028, we are increasingly conscious
that we are not simply preserving a legacy. We are entrusted with building upon it.

The advancement of our Parish Masterplan represents an important step in that mission. These projects
are not ultimately about buildings, parking spaces or infrastructure. They are about creating opportunities
for future generations to encounter Christ, to deepen their faith, and to discover in this parish the same
spiritual home that so many of us have cherished throughout our lives.

The generation before us sacrificed greatly to establish this parish. Today, we are called to demonstrate
that same vision and generosity for those who will come after us. We are not owners of this legacy. We are
its custodians.
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I wish to express my sincere gratitude to His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay for his fatherly
leadership, guidance and unwavering support. His vision for our Eparchy continues to inspire us to dream
boldly while remaining firmly grounded in our mission of evangelisation and service.

I also extend my heartfelt thanks to my brother priests, our deacon and subdeacons, the Maronite Sisters of
the Holy Family, our parish and Eparchy staff, the Parish Pastoral Council, Stewardship Committee,
ministry leaders, volunteers, benefactors and every parishioner who contributes to the life of this
community. Whether your contribution is visible or known only to God, it is deeply valued and appreciated.
Most importantly, I thank you, our parish family. Every prayer offered, every hour volunteered, every act of
generosity and every sacrifice made contributes to the flourishing of this parish and its mission.

As you read through this Annual Report, I invite you to give thanks for all that God has accomplished
among us and to look towards the future with confidence. The Year of Hope has reminded us that God
remains faithful. The Year of Prayer for Peace now calls us to place our trust even more deeply in Him.
May we continue to walk together as one family, united in faith, strengthened by hope, and committed to
being instruments of Christ's peace.

May Our Lady of Lebanon continue to watch over our parish, protect our families, and guide us as we build
a vibrant future for generations to come.

With my prayers and affection,

Fr Danny Nouh
Dean, Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral
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Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral is the spiritual and cultural heart of the Maronite Catholic community
in Sydney and across Australia. Established in 1968, the parish began with a bold vision: to build a church,
school, hall, and presbytery for the growing Maronite migrant community. What started on a hilltop in
Harris Park has since become the largest Maronite Catholic parish in the Southern Hemisphere, now
serving over 40,000 parishioners.

From the moment construction began in 1970, the Church has inspired generations of faithful Maronites.
It was officially opened and blessed in 1978, with its striking architectural design symbolising both the
strength and spirit of the community. The adjoining Community, Youth and Pastoral Centre, opened in
2012, continues this mission of catering to the spiritual, educational, and social needs of all ages.

In recognition of its importance, the Vatican elevated Our Lady of Lebanon to the status of Co-Cathedral in
2014. It now stands as one of two cathedrals serving the Maronite Eparchy of Australia, reflecting both the
size and significance of the parish within the broader Church.

The Co-Cathedral celebrates over 24 Masses each week, attracting around 10,000 attendees. It is also a
centre for baptisms, weddings, funerals, and all the major sacraments and feasts of the Maronite calendar.
The parish is committed to faith formation, language preservation, and community outreach.

A true hub of daily activity, the Co-Cathedral precinct includes a café, gift shop, childcare centre,
residential aged care facility, and is adjacent to the Maronite College of the Holy Family, an independent
co-educational school offering K–12 education.

Today, the parish is supported by nearly 30 active committees and ministry groups, rooted in faith and
driven by service. Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral continues to grow as a living testament to the
enduring spirit of the Maronite Church in Australia. It is a place of prayer, belonging, tradition, and hope
for future generations.

ABOUT US
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IN NUMBERS
40,000+ 10,000 24+

7 57 30

PARISHIONERS
LARGEST IN SOUTHERN

HEMISPHERE

WEEKLY ATTENDEES MASSES EACH WEEK

TOTAL CLERGY RESIDENT STAFF MINISTRY GROUPS

MILESTONES & DATES

1968

PARISH ESTABLISHED

1970

CONSTRUCTION BEGAN

1978

OFFICIALLY OPENED &
BLESSED

2012

PASTORAL CENTRE OPENED

2014

ELEVATED TO CO-
CATHEDRAL

PRECINCT HUB & FACILITIES
HALLS - CAFE - GIFT SHOP - CHILDCARE CENTRE - RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE

K–12 COLLEGE ADJACENT
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IN THE YEAR 2025-2026

Maronites residing in the Parish Est. 40,000

Baptism & Chrismation 268

First Holy Communion
106 Parish
94 MCHF

Chrismation only 15

Marriages 53

Deaths 103

PARISH STATISTICS
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Throughout 2026, Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral joined the Maronite Eparchy of Australia, New
Zealand and Oceania in observing the Year of Prayer for Peace, a year-long initiative inviting every parish,
family and individual to pray for peace in our world. 

The Year of Prayer for Peace was inspired by the Apostolic Visit of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV to Lebanon in
late 2025. At the closing of his visit, the Holy Father called upon the people of Lebanon and the wider world
to renew their commitment to peace, reminding us: “Let us all choose peace as a way, not just as a goal!”

Under the theme “Together in Prayer, we walk as one Church seeking the Peace of Christ,” our parish
community was encouraged to deepen its relationship with God while praying for peace within our hearts,
our homes, our Church and throughout the world.

The Year of Prayer for Peace commenced on the Feast of Saint Maroun in February with the celebration of
the Solemn Divine Liturgy, the lighting and distribution of the Candles of Peace across all parishes.

Throughout the year, the monthly reflections focused on practical aspects of Christian life. Parishioners
were encouraged to strengthen family life, support the elderly, isolated and vulnerable, encourage young
people in their faith, and witness to peace within the wider community. Peace is lived through our daily
relationships, service to others and faithfulness to the Gospel.

At Our Lady of Lebanon, during the month of May, we entrusted our families, our parish, Lebanon, the Holy
Land and the world to Mary's intercession through the Rosary and the daily Marian visits to the homes. 

The Year of Prayer for Peace provided opportunities for our parish to pray together and reflect on Christ's
call to be peacemakers. Let us heed Pope Leo XIV’s call to “choose peace as a way, not just as a goal!” We
continue to pray that Christ's peace may grow in our hearts, our families, our parish and throughout the
world.

YEAR OF PRAYER FOR PEACE
2026
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VOCATIONS

Our Lady of Lebanon has continued to be a wellspring of vocations for the Maronite Eparchy of Australia,
New Zealand and Oceania. This is a source of great gratitude and encouragement for our parish
community, reminding us that the Lord continues to call men and women to serve him generously, whether
it be in marriage, religious life, or in Holy Orders.

In January 2026, Laurence Boudib, the son of long-term parishioners, entered the propaedeutic stage of
seminary formation at the Seminary of the Good Shepherd in Homebush. His entry into formation has been
warmly received by the parish, and we continue to pray that this period of discernment, prayer and
formation may deepen his relationship with Christ and confirm the path to which the Lord is calling him.
We also continue to pray for all our seminarians who are completing their formation in the seminary. 

We also celebrated two significant ordinations for Dominic Altakchy: his ordination to the Subdiaconate on
the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady, 8 September 2025, and his ordination to the Diaconate on the Feast of
the Entrance of Our Lord into the Temple, 2 February 2026. These ordinations marked the fruit of ten years
of preparation and discernment, and the beginning of Dominic’s more direct service to the Church in
sacred ministry. They were also a visible sign of God’s faithfulness to his Church and his continuing call to
service.  

Several other men in our parish are also seriously discerning their vocation to the priesthood. Their
discernment is supported by the prayers, encouragement and example of their families, friends, clergy and
wider parish community. We recognise that a vocation is not discerned in isolation, but grows within a
community that values prayer, service, sacrifice and a generous response to God’s call.

May Our Lady of Lebanon continue to intercede for those discerning their path in life. We pray to the Lord
of the harvest that He may send more holy, faithful and courageous labourers into His harvest.
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Several young men discerning vocations to the priesthood have, for a few years already, been appointed by
His Excellency, Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay, as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.
Following a period of formation and training, they have faithfully assisted the clergy in the reverent
distribution of the Precious Body and Blood of Our Lord, particularly on Sundays, feast days and other
major liturgical celebrations.

These men were carefully discerned by the clergy and Bishop Tarabay in response to a genuine pastoral
need within our parish. Their service helps ensure that the celebration of the Divine Liturgy is carried out
with timeliness, dignity, prayerfulness and proper care for the sacred mysteries entrusted to the Church.

In addition to assisting with the distribution of Holy Communion, the Extraordinary Ministers help prepare
for the Divine Liturgy and the Sacraments. On weekends, they are often present to assist the priests with
Baptisms, Weddings and other parish celebrations, offering liturgical support to clergy and parishioners at
significant moments in our life of faith. 

Their ministry is a quiet but important witness of generosity, reverence and readiness to serve. We
continue to pray for these young men as they discern the Lord’s call, and we take this opportunity to thank
them for their faithful and unwavering service to Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF HOLY COMMUNION
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CELEBRATING THE SAINTS

Beatification of Patriarch Elias Peter Howayek

The Parish rejoices with the entire Maronite Church at the historic announcement that Pope Leo
XIV has authorised the beatification of Patriarch Elias Peter Howayek, one of the most significant
spiritual and national figures in the history of the Maronite Church and Lebanon.

Patriarch Howayek, Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites from 1899 until his death in 1931, is
remembered as a deeply faithful shepherd, a man of profound prayer and conviction, and a
courageous leader who placed the spiritual and temporal wellbeing of his people at the heart of his
ministry. His life was marked by an unwavering commitment to the preservation of the Maronite
identity, the dignity of the Lebanese people and the values of faith, unity and service.

He played a pivotal role during a defining period in Lebanon’s history and is widely remembered as
one of the founding fathers of Greater Lebanon. His courageous advocacy for Lebanon reflected his
conviction that its people deserved a homeland where diverse communities could live with dignity,
freedom and mutual respect. His contribution to the history of Lebanon remains deeply woven into
the identity and memory of the Maronite people.

A significant expression of this vision was his collaboration with Mother Rosalie Nasr in founding
the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family. Through prayer, education, pastoral
ministry and service, the Sisters have continued their mission across generations and communities.
Our Parish has been especially blessed by the faithful presence and ministry of the Maronite Sisters
of the Holy Family at Maronite College of the Holy Family for fifty years. Their dedication has
touched generations of students and families, providing formation in faith and education while
offering a powerful witness of prayer, service and commitment. Their presence among us is a living
testament to the enduring legacy of Patriarch Howayek. Through their faithful service, the vision
of their founders continues to flourish in Australia.

16



PILGRIMAGES



MYO Pilgrimage for Pope’s Visit to Lebanon – November 2025
A Journey of Hope, Heritage and Faith

Last year, a group of young people from our community travelled to Lebanon for a ten-day pilgrimage
during the historic visit of Pope Leo. The pilgrimage was an opportunity to hear the Holy Father’s message
of hope, to reconnect with the spiritual homeland of the Maronite Church, and to return to Australia
renewed in faith and mission. Pope Leo’s words were received as a powerful reminder that Christian hope is
not merely optimism, but is founded in Jesus Christ Himself. His message strengthened the pilgrims’ desire
to bring encouragement, courage and a deeper love for the Church back to their parishes, families and
youth communities in Australia.

Throughout the pilgrimage, the group visited many of Lebanon’s sacred places, including Harissa, the
Qadisha Valley, Bsharri and local monasteries, churches and convents. These places offered opportunities
for prayer, reflection and a renewed appreciation of the Maronite spiritual tradition. The ancient
monasteries, the Cedars of God and the enduring witness of the saints revealed a faith that has persevered
through hardship across the centuries.

The pilgrims were especially moved by the faith of the Lebanese people. Daily Mass, homes adorned with
icons and statues, and the visible zeal of young people for Christ and the Church offered a striking witness.
In a country marked by many challenges, the resilience, generosity and joy of the people revealed a faith
deeply rooted in Christ. The journey was also marked by moments of friendship and service. Encounters
with children in Hadchit, visits with the elderly at the Fatqa convent, and the shared experiences of travel
helped form new bonds among the pilgrims. There were moments of laughter, prayer, emotion and
gratitude that will remain in their hearts.

The pilgrimage was far more than a trip overseas. It was a shared mission: to return home with renewed
hearts, a clearer sense of purpose, and a desire to help young people rediscover the beauty, seriousness and
hope of our Maronite faith.
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St Rita and Our Lady of Mercy Pilgrimage: A Journey of Faith, Prayer and Peace

In April 2026, a group of parishioners journeyed from Australia to Europe on a pilgrimage led by Fr Danny
Nouh and Fr John Paul Basil. Travelling through Italy, Portugal and Spain, the pilgrims encountered places
of profound spiritual significance, deepening their faith through prayer, friendship and the witness of the
saints.

The pilgrimage began in Rome, where visits to St Peter’s Basilica and the Scala Sancta invited pilgrims to
reflect on the continuity of the Catholic faith and Christ’s sacrifice for humanity. At Monte Cassino, the
resting place of St Benedict, pilgrims experienced the peace of the abbey and were reminded to be still and
attentive to God’s voice. Assisi was a particularly meaningful stop during the Jubilee Year of St Francis of
Assisi. Prayer at the tombs of St Francis, St Clare and St Carlo Acutis encouraged reflection on humility,
holiness and faithful discipleship.

In Portugal, the group visited the birthplace of St Anthony of Padua in Lisbon before continuing to Fatima.
The nightly candlelight Rosary processions, shared with pilgrims from around the world, offered a moving
witness to the unity of the Church and the power of Marian devotion. The pilgrimage also included
Santiago de Compostela, Ávila and Toledo, where the pilgrims encountered the rich spiritual heritage of
Spain. However, one of the most memorable moments was the visit to Cascia and Roccaporena, the places
closely associated with St Rita. The group prayed before St Rita’s incorrupt body, offered roses at her tomb,
and celebrated Mass in Roccaporena, where St Rita lived with her husband and family.

In his homily, Fr Danny reflected on St Rita’s witness of love, forgiveness and peace amid suffering. He
encouraged pilgrims to become “pilgrims of love and peace” and “a rose of love in this world.” The
pilgrimage left a lasting impression on all who participated, renewing faith and strengthening devotion to
the saints. May St Rita and the saints continue to intercede for our parish and remind us that nothing is
impossible to God.

19



ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE



BISHOP
HIS EXCELLENCY

 ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY

DEAN
FATHER DANNY NOUH

ASSISTANT PRIEST
FATHER SAM WEHBE

ASSISTANT PRIEST
FATHER CHARBEL DIB

ASSISTANT PRIEST
FATHER GHASSAN-
HANNA NAKHOUL

ASSISTANT PRIEST
FATHER MICHAEL

BOUDAHER

DEACON
DOMINIC ALTAKCHY

SUB-DEACON
CHARBEL MOURANI

SUB-DEACON
EDDIE SALLAN

STEWARDSHIP
COMMITTEE

PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL

PARISH CLERGY
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ASSISTANT PRIEST
FATHER SAYED ISSAC



BISHOP
HIS EXCELLENCY

 ANTOINE-CHARBEL TARABAY

DEAN
FATHER DANNY NOUH

TECHNOLOGY AND
DATA MANAGER
YOUNAN FREIFER

EXECUTIVE
ASSISTANT

LINDSAY NAKHOUL

ACCOUNTS
ADMINISTRATOR

CHRISTINE MEJALLI

FACILITIES AND
MAINTENANCE

MANAGER
ANTHONY HARB

BUSINESS MANAGER
WESSAM KARAM PRESBYTERY PARISH KITCHEN

TECHNOLOGY
MANAGEMENT
(OUTSOURCED)

PARISH ADMIN
ASSISTANT

DIANA KHOURY

PARISH ADMIN
ASSISTANT

AIDA MAKHLOUF

GENERAL
MAINTENANCE

HAND
MAROUN BAAKLANI

CLEANER
JANO NOHRA

CAFE 2IC MANAGER
YASMIN SALIM

GIFT SHOP
EMPLOYEES

CAFE EMPLOYEES

HOUSEKEEPER
SOUAD SARKIS

COOK
LEILA BOUTROS
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PARISH COMMITTEES



STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEDIA COMMITTEE

SODALITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION ROSES OF SAINT RITA

SENIORS COMMITTEE EVENTS COMMITTEE

FAMILY COMMITTEE SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE

MARIAN APOSTOLIC MOVEMENT (MAM) FAITH AND LIGHT

MARONITE YOUTH COMMITTEE (MYO) LADIES OF OUR LADY

FERSEN AL ADRA HOLY COMMUNION COMMITTEE

MARONITE FLAME TEENS / COME ALIVE VOCATIONS GROUP

FAMILY OF THE DIVINE WORD MEN’S MINISTRY 

ROAD TO EMMAUS PARISH CHOIRS

ARABIC SCHOOL LANGUAGE ALTAR SERVERS
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

From a Year of Hope to a Year of Prayer for Peace

As we reflect on the past year, the Parish Pastoral Council is filled with immense gratitude for the way our
parish family beautifully embraced the conclusion of the Jubilee Year of Hope and welcomed the dawn of
our new Year of Prayer for Peace. This period was not just about looking forward; it was about actively
bringing both hope and peace to life within the walls of Our Lady of Lebanon and beyond. Our mission has
been to ensure that every initiative, event, and program we supported helped to build a stronger, more
connected, and spiritually nourished community.

Walking closely alongside our dedicated clergy, the Council focused on elevating our community spirit. We
wanted these guiding messages of hope and peace to be felt in everything we did. This meant supporting
deeply enriching spiritual programs, while also creating joyous opportunities for our parishioners to simply
be together.

A highlight of our work this year was the massive collaborative effort behind our major feast and parish
events. From the beautifully catered morning teas to the vibrant Annual Parish BBQ and Teens Party under
the stars, the energy was incredible. We also hosted our grand Feast Week Festival, and although it was
disrupted by rain and the location had to be adjusted, the unwavering spirit of our community ensured it
remained a resounding success. In May of 2026, we were equally thrilled to support a significant new
milestone for our parish: the highly anticipated inaugural Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon, celebrated over
the weekend of the 1st to the 3rd of May.

Our spiritual life was profoundly enriched by both cherished traditions and historic new beginnings. At
Easter, we were proud to continue the deeply moving tradition of our Good Friday Easter play, bringing the
Passion of Christ to life for our faithful. We also took our faith to the streets in a beautiful display of unity,
collaborating with the Diocese of Parramatta to organise the inaugural Corpus Christi procession, walking
together from Our Lady of Lebanon to St Patrick’s Cathedral and through the heart of Parramatta.

Beyond our major events and feasts, this year saw the birth and growth of incredible new initiatives. The
Council has been deeply committed to nurturing and supporting fledgling committees such as the Ladies of
Our Lady, Road To Emmaus, Faith and Light, and Men’s Ministry. A key strength of the Pastoral Council in
supporting these emerging and established ministries is our collaborative makeup; by having a dedicated
representative from every single parish committee on the Council, we ensure all our wonderful groups are
pulling together in the same direction. The Council is so proud to guide and empower all our parish
committees as they turn our shared vision into reality. We have made it a priority to listen to the voices of
our community, ensuring our parish remains a supportive sanctuary for families, youth, and the elderly
alike.

None of this would be possible without the heartbeat of our parish - you. To our extraordinary volunteers
and faithful parishioners, thank you. Your generosity, time, and unwavering faith have carried us from a
profound Year of Hope into a beautiful Year of Prayer for Peace, proving once again that Our Lady of
Lebanon is a dynamic and deeply blessed spiritual home.
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SAFEGUARDING

At Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, safeguarding is more than a policy. It is an expression of our faith
and our shared responsibility to care for every person who enters our parish community.

Guided by the leadership of the Maronite Eparchy of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania, our parish
remains committed to creating an environment where children, teens, young adults and vulnerable people
are welcomed, respected and protected. Through ongoing formation, education and practical safeguarding
measures, we continue to strengthen a culture where safety, dignity and respect are embedded in every
aspect of parish life.

Throughout the year, our clergy, staff and volunteers have continued to work alongside the Eparchy
Safeguarding Office by participating in safeguarding training. We continue to maintain all staff and
volunteer Working With Children Check requirements, complete risk assessments for parish activities and
ensuring that appropriate safeguarding practices are in place across our ministries and events. These
measures help ensure that our parish remains a safe and welcoming place for all.

Safeguarding is strengthened when everyone plays a part. Parish leaders, volunteers, parents and
parishioners all contribute to nurturing a community where concerns can be raised, children, teens young
adults and all vulnerable persons are encouraged to have a voice and every individual is treated with
dignity and compassion.

This year also has seen the Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral proudly launch its own internal
Safeguarding App. This provides the clergy, staff and volunteers with streamlined access to safeguarding
policies, resources, forms and compliance requirements. This initiative reflects the parish's ongoing
commitment to best practice and has established a strong benchmark; with other parishes looking to its
approach as they continue to strengthen safeguarding within their own ministries and communities.
As we continue our mission together, we recognise that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
Safeguarding remains at the heart of our parish life and our service to the community. 
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FAMILY OF THE DIVINE WORD

For the past seventeen years, the Family of the Divine Word (FDW) has been holding weekly bible
discussions in Arabic every Tuesday evening. The 2026 theme of the FDW bible sessions program is
inspired by our Eparchy’s Year of Prayer for Peace and Pope Leo XIV’s focus on peace, love for the poor, and
unity in apostolic work. Since God is the source of peace, love and unity, the FDW chose this saying of St
Paul, "… from him and through him and to him are all things…" (Rom 11:36), as the theme for its program.

The FDW experienced its own Pentecost this year with its first post-COVID elections. Most of the newly
elected steering committee members are from the younger generation, with the youngest member in his
twenties. We feel that the flame has been truly passed on to the next generation.

The FDW’s annual retreat was a time of deep spiritual fulfilment. Led by our Chaplain Sr Rita Bou Raffoul,
the members reflected on the topic of Divine Mercy and how it worked in the lives of Saints Paul and
Thomas, each according to their spiritual and pastoral needs.

The participation in the parish’s activities was another fulfilling experience, especially in the Souk Night,
St Rita’s Feast and the launch of Blessed Douaihy’s book on the Trinity by our Eparchial Chaplain Fr
Ghassan-Hanna Nakhoul.
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SODALITY OF THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

In this Year of Prayer for Peace, the Sodality of the Immaculate Conception continued its strong
commitment to prayer and spiritual formation. Daily prayers in Arabic and English were shared each
morning through the WhatsApp platform, bringing members together in faith and reflection. Spiritual
activities throughout the year included the monthly parish-based Mass in honour of Our Lady of Fatima,
visits to churches throughout the Diocese, participation in Sodality Masses, retreats, and the renewal of
vows. During the month of May, members carried out nightly home visits praying the Rosary with parish
families, while street processions and feast week celebrations in May and August honoured Our Lady and
strengthened parish devotion. Intergenerational faith activities also continued with the Fersan and Feast of
Saint Barbara celebrations, and this year the teen leaders participated in the May Rosary home visits.

The Sodality remained actively involved in parish and community life through a variety of activities that
strengthened fellowship and support within the parish. Bread baking, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day parish
breakfasts, and the weekly Sunday morning parish coffee hour continued to bring parishioners together
throughout the year. Two major fundraising events were successfully held, including a Hafli in February
and a Harbour Cruise in December, with funds raised enabling the purchase of a new mini bus for Sodality
and parish use. Lenten lunches were also very successful and well supported, reflecting the generosity of
the parish community. Through these efforts, the Sodality was able to donate $10,000 to the Bishop’s
Emergency Appeal for Lebanon, $5,000 to support families in Remeich in South Lebanon, as well as provide
assistance to an orphanage and Caritas in Lebanon.

This year also marked the appointment of a new Chaplain for the Sodality, Father Ghassan-Hanna Nakhoul.
The Sodality warmly welcomes Father Ghassan and looks forward to working closely with him in
continuing and strengthening the good works of the Sodality. At the same time, the Sodality extends
sincere gratitude to the outgoing Chaplain, Father Youwakim Noujaim, for his nine years of dedicated
service, leadership, and commitment to the Sodality and the wider parish community. The Sodality of the
Immaculate Conception remains committed to strengthening faith, supporting the parish community, and
serving those in need through prayer, fellowship and charitable outreach.
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SENIORS COMMITTEE

This year, the Seniors Committee was able to organise several excursions for our elderly parishioners,
including trips to St Rafka, St Charbel, St Joseph and St Nehmetallah Hardini. There were also outings for
lunch and fellowship at Merrylands Bowling Club and Bankstown Sports Club.

Many of our Seniors attended these events and activities which were held in addition to our regular
fortnightly gatherings. Around one hundred people of our elderly attend each of the fortnightly events.
These gatherings begin with Mass followed by lunch and entertainment.

This year, the Senior Committee attended a retreat, in conjunction with Sodality. The retreat day was led by
the Seniors’ and Sodality’s Chaplain Fr Ghassan-Hanna Nakhoul. It was a meaningful day of spiritual
reflection on our mission under the theme of Martha, Mary and the Better Part.

We welcome more volunteers to join us if you feel called to support and serve our older generation.
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MARIAN APOSTOLIC
MOVEMENT (MAM)

“Led by Mary, Receiving the Word, Transformed in Christ” 
 
The Marian Apostolic Movement (MAM) is a vibrant and growing movement of faith within the Maronite
Catholic Church dedicated to forming disciples of Jesus Christ through the loving example and intercession
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Originally founded in Lebanon in 1973, the movement continues to embrace the
rich spirituality of the Maronite Church while responding to the call of the Second Vatican Council to
deepen the faith of the adult faithful and actively participate in the life and mission of the Church. 

Over the past year, the movement has entered an exciting new chapter with a renewed vision centred on
encountering Christ through His Word. Inspired by Mary's attentive heart, which unceasingly ponders the
Word, members gather weekly to immerse themselves in Sacred Scripture through detailed Bible studies
and the ancient practice of Lectio Divina, a prayerful and contemplative way of listening to God's voice that
transforms both the mind and the heart. 

The movement provides a pathway to deeper spiritual renewal through silent retreats, days of recollection,
prayer, the Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration, and First Friday and First Saturday devotions. These sacred
moments invite members to encounter Christ in the Eucharist and the Word of God, be transformed by His
grace, and grow in holiness under the gentle guidance of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the first and perfect
disciple of Christ.  

The Marian Apostolic Movement warmly welcomes anyone seeking to deepen their faith, discover the
beauty of Sacred Scripture, and experience the richness of authentic Christian spirituality and fellowship
within the wellspring of the Syriac Antiochian Maronite tradition. Whether beginning your spiritual
journey or seeking a renewed encounter with Christ, MAM offers a welcoming community where lives are
transformed through prayer, the Word of God and the loving guidance of Our Blessed Mother. 
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OLOL YOUTH

The Youth of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral have kept up a cracking pace over the past year, playing a
vibrant and valued role right across the life of our parish. A massive highlight was the unforgettable
pilgrimage to Lebanon, led by Fr Danny, where our young people reconnected with their roots, deepened
their faith, and stood shoulder-to-shoulder with local communities. To top it all off, the group experienced
the historic apostolic visit of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV to Lebanon, leaving everyone with memories and
inspiration that will last a lifetime.

Back home in Harris Park, the energy hasn't slowed down one bit. Our monthly Social Sundays at Home has
continued to pack out the parish grounds after the 7pm Youth Mass, bringing everyone together over great
food truck bites, while our Marian Youth Retreat offered a much-needed space for prayer, reflection, and
good mates. Alongside our regular MYO gatherings, the crew added some serious silverware to the cabinet
this year by claiming a historic first-ever victory for our parish at the long-running annual Eparchy Sports
day - showing just how strong our team spirit is both inside and outside the church walls.

Whether it's hitting the sports field or growing closer in faith, none of this happens without the passion of
our youth, the dedication of our leaders and volunteers, and the ongoing support of our clergy. We are so
proud of everything achieved this year and can't wait to see what’s next as we keep growing together.
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MARONITE FLAME TEENS

This past year has been incredible for the Maronite Flame Teens, filled with growth, faith, and fellowship.
We were blessed to welcome over 450 teens, a true testament to the hunger our young people have for
faith, friendship, and growing in their spiritual journeys. 

Throughout the year, we hosted several successful events, including our Mid-Year Party and Christmas
Party, both of which brought our teens together for joyful moments of connection and celebration.  

One of the highlights of the year was our Teens Camp, which was a truly fruitful and transformative
experience for the teens. Through prayer, talks, activities, and spiritual bonding, our teens strengthened
their faith, formed friendships, and deepened their relationship with God. A particularly powerful aspect of
camp was the time set aside for silence, personal reflection, and Eucharistic Adoration. In a world filled
with noise and distractions, the teens encountered Our Lord in a powerful way, experiencing His presence,
peace, and love in a deeply personal manner. 

Behind every lesson, event, and camp is a dedicated team of leaders who generously give their time, energy,
and talents in service of our teens. Their love and commitment to accompanying young people in their
faith journey, being role models of Catholic discipleship, and creating a welcoming and supportive
environment has been instrumental to the success of the ministry. We are deeply grateful for their
sacrifices, passion, and unwavering dedication throughout the year. 

A huge thank you to all our parents, clergy, and the Maronite community for your constant support and
prayers. Your love and dedication have made a lasting impact on our teens and helped foster their spiritual
journey. We thank God for the blessings of this year and look forward to continuing this mission of faith
and love.
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FERSEN AL ADRA
Fersen Al Adra is the youngest branch of the Marian Family Sodality, and we are all about helping children
from Kindergarten to Year 6 discover, live, and love their Maronite Catholic faith. Following the wonderful
example of Mary, Mother of God, we create a fun and welcoming space where young hearts can grow closer
to God.

What a huge year we've had! From July 2025 to June 2026, our Fersen family has gotten bigger and busier
than ever, with over 220 children enrolled in our programs. Supported by 30 amazing leaders who stepped
up to guide, mentor, and care for our children every step of the way, we rolled out fresh new activities and
improved our favourite programs to make sure the children grow both spiritually and socially.

Our calendar was packed with a brilliant mix of faith, community, and excitement. We brought the children
together for monthly Fersen Masses, May Rosary visits, and proudly walked together in the Palm Sunday
procession. Who doesn't love a Fersen Fun Day, Fersen Diocesan Day, and our high-energy Disco Party? We
also got creative with hands-on workshops for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and St Barbara’s Feast Day.

Our children went above and beyond this year by spreading Christmas joy and collecting toys for the
Children’s Hospital at Westmead. Even better, every single toy came with a sweet, handwritten card
straight from our students' hearts. We also loved teaming up with other communities, hosting a special
leadership night for fellow Fersen leaders from St Joseph’s in Croydon. Plus, we threw an epic Sports Day
over at the MCHF School Grounds complete with a very special guest visit from Wests Tigers player Adam
Doueihi!

We are so proud of everything we’ve achieved together this year, and we are only just getting started. A
massive thank you to everyone, our parents, our supporters, and our wonderful parish community, for
backing us and helping us thrive. We can't wait for another amazing year ahead!
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FAMILY COMMITTEE

Inspired by the Holy Family of Nazareth and grounded in the Maronite Catholic faith, the Family
Committee is dedicated to strengthening and supporting the spiritual, social and community life of
families within our parish. Its mission is to support couples and families in deepening their faith together,
recognising that the family is the foundation of both society and the Church, particularly in today’s world.

A new Family Committee initiative in late 2025 celebrated each baby’s first Christmas Mass, followed by a
festive brunch at the Youth Centre. Babies and toddlers, dressed in their finest, were presented by their
families in thanksgiving to God during the Divine Liturgy. Families then enjoyed a joyful celebration with
Santa and his elves, who welcomed the children with a small gift, candy cane, and keepsake photo. It was a
beautiful celebration of faith, family, and the joy of welcoming children into the parish community from an
early age.

 A highlight event in 2026 was the Mother’s Day Celebration in May, following the 9:30 am Mass. Near the
grotto, the ladies of the Family Committee prepared a beautifully decorated table featuring cupcakes and
elegant floral arrangements. It was a great honour to welcome His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel, who
celebrated the Divine Liturgy before joining the mothers, grandmothers, and their families in singing and
praying together. Each family also received a beautiful prayer card depicting Our Blessed Mother Mary
holding the Child Jesus in her arms as a lasting reminder of the occasion.

Other initiatives continue to support family life throughout the year. The Renewal of Marriage Vows in July
brings together couples married anywhere from five to sixty years as they joyfully renew their sacred
promises before God and the parish community. Events such as the Mother–Daughter Brunch, Father’s Day
Bacon and Egg Breakfast, monthly Men’s and Women’s Faith Formation gatherings, and Family Fun Day
provide opportunities for fellowship, laughter, encouragement, and shared faith experiences. 

Through these initiatives, the Family Committee strengthens family life and fosters a vibrant, loving, and
Christ-centred parish community where families can grow together in faith.
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ARABIC SCHOOL 

Our Lady of Lebanon Arabic School plays an important role in preserving and promoting the Arabic
language, culture, and heritage within our parish community. The school is a proud member of the NSW
Federation of Community Language Schools Inc and is recognised for delivering quality Arabic education
in collaboration with the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA).

Teaching focuses on the core language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Learning
combines structured, traditional methods with interactive programs designed to support student
engagement and progress.

The school is staffed by twelve qualified teachers and caters for students from Kindergarten to Year 12.
Nine classes are offered from beginner to advanced levels, allowing students to learn according to their
ability. Classes run during school terms on Saturday mornings, and additional adult Arabic classes are held
on Tuesday nights.

Students are encouraged to apply their language skills beyond the classroom. Participation in parish and
multicultural events, including singing, dancing, and drama, provides meaningful opportunities to build
confidence and express cultural identity.

The parish actively supports students in developing pride in their Lebanese heritage. Families are
encouraged to foster the use of Arabic at home and within the wider parish and community, both in
Australia and abroad. Through this work, the Arabic School continues to strengthen cultural connection,
faith, and community life.
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MEN’S MINISTRY
“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another”

The Men’s Ministry entrusted to Our Lady and Saint Joseph was established at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-
Cathedral in 2024. It was formed to inspire and empower men to live out their Catholic faith with integrity,
courage, and a spirit of service, especially in a world that often lacks authentic Catholic masculinity.

Over the past year, our activities have included the Maronite Eparchy’s Men’s Conference, BBQs, guest
talks, outreach initiatives such as feeding the poor, serving the homeless and visiting those in need. The
ministry has been growing and adapting to the needs of men in the modern age while holding onto the
beautiful traditions of our faith.

Open to all men, regardless of age or where they are on their spiritual journey, the Men’s Ministry offers a
welcoming space to build genuine friendships rooted in shared faith, values, and morals. It’s a safe and
supportive environment where you can be yourself, ask questions, and grow in your relationship with
Christ. The main aim is to form men to grow in communion with Our Lord through the sacraments and
participation of the overall community.

Together, we seek to become strong, faithful leaders in our families, communities, and beyond. Through
monthly gatherings focused on faith, formation, and fraternity, we grow through prayer, fellowship, and
service.

Our biblical motto, “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another” (Proverbs 27:17), reflects our
mission to build each other up in faith and brotherhood.
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MEDIA COMMITTEE

The Media Committee brings together members from across all parish groups, all dedicated to evangelising
and connecting with our community through traditional and social media platforms. Our mission is to
share the richness of the Maronite Catholic faith, nurture spiritual growth, and foster a vibrant, Christ-
centred community right here at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park.

Behind the scenes, the committee looks after everything from live streaming our Masses and producing
videos to photography, flyer design, website content, and weekly announcements. Whether we are
capturing major liturgical milestones - such as Feast of the Assumption Celebrations or our bustling annual
processions - or documenting day-to-day parish life, we work hard to keep our branding consistent. We
maintain an active presence on social media and our parish WhatsApp group, making sure every single
parishioner stays informed and engaged, even if they aren't online themselves.

Our digital outreach continues to go from strength to strength, connecting with more than 40,000
followers on Facebook, over 10,000 followers on Instagram and YouTube, and welcoming an average of
9,600 unique visitors to our website each month. Through all of this, the Media Committee helps
parishioners stay connected, participate fully in parish life, and experience our Maronite Catholic faith in
ways that are accessible, inspiring, and meaningful.

If you have a knack for photography, videography, graphic design, writing, or any other media-related
skills, we would love for you to share your talents by joining the team. To express your interest, please get
in touch with us via our parish email.
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ROAD TO EMMAUS
Established in 2023, The Road to Emmaus (RTE) is the Maronite Eparchy’s ministry for single Catholics
aged 30–50, providing opportunities to encounter Christ through friendship, community, prayer, and faith.
Inspired by the disciples’ journey in Luke 24, RTE seeks to build a welcoming community where members
can grow in faith and participate more fully in the life of the Church.

In 2026, RTE continued to grow reaching 170 members. Monthly gatherings, including walks, shared meals,
trivia, golf, cultural outings, and faith-centred events, provided opportunities for fellowship, spiritual
formation, and meaningful connections among single Catholics across the Eparchy. A highlight of the year
was the RTE Spiritual Retreat at Our Lady of Mercy Maronite Catholic Monastery and Parish in Goulburn,
hosted by Fr John Paul Bassil. The retreat included the Divine Liturgy, prayer, reflection, fellowship, and
small-group activities, offering members an opportunity to deepen their relationship with Christ and one
another.

In response to the growing need for the ministry, the membership age range was expanded to include
adults aged 30–35. RTE also launched its social media presence, increasing awareness, engagement, and
opportunities to welcome new members.

We are grateful to Fr John Paul Bassil for his dedicated service as Chaplain and for his pastoral care and
support. We also welcomed back Fr Danny as Chaplain and Sr Margaret as Assistant Chaplain, and look
forward to their continued spiritual guidance. RTE gives thanks to God for the growth and blessings of the
past year and remains committed to creating opportunities for single Catholics to encounter Christ, form
lasting friendships, and grow in faith and participation in the life of the Church.

“Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us on the road?” Luke 24:32 
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FAITH AND LIGHT

It has been a fruitful year for OLOL Faith & Light.

Since its relaunch in June 2025, we have grown into a beautiful community of more than 30 participants
with special needs or a disability, together with their families. We are committed to creating a safe and
inclusive space where every person is loved, welcomed, and embraced.

Each week, Faith & Light celebrates an accessible Mass, providing a welcoming environment where our
participants can express themselves freely, while their families remain fully engaged in the celebration of
the Mass. We also host monthly social events that bring our community together, fostering meaningful
friendships, joy, and a true sense of belonging. 

One of the highlights of the year was our Inclusive Exercise Day with Andrew from Advanced Exercise
Physiology and Paul Chidiac from Maronite Down Under. Andrew shared his knowledge and expertise by
leading engaging exercises that promoted movement, coordination, and confidence for participants of all
abilities. Paul brought incredible joy and energy through his warm, bubbly personality and genuine
enthusiasm for connecting with our community. Together, they created an uplifting and memorable
experience that was enjoyed by everyone who attended.

44







CHOIR

The Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral Choir plays an integral role in the spiritual life of our parish,
enriching the Divine Liturgy and other celebrations through the sacred ministry of music. More than
simply providing music, our choirs lead the faithful in prayer and create an atmosphere of reverence that
draws the congregation into a deeper encounter with God.

Rooted in the rich traditions of the Syriac Maronite Church, our musical heritage has been lovingly
preserved for centuries through ancient chants, psalms, and hymns which date back to the earliest
Christian communities, the Maronite Rite is one of the oldest continuously celebrated liturgical traditions
in the world. Alongside these timeless melodies, our choir also performs carefully selected contemporary
liturgical compositions that remain faithful to the beauty and theology of the Maronite tradition. Together,
these sacred hymns serve not only to glorify God but also to preserve and pass on the spiritual and cultural
heritage of our Church to future generations.

Our parish is blessed with five choirs serving different congregations:
8:00am: Arabic Choir
9:30am: Family Choir
11:00am: Arabic & English Choir
5:00pm: Choir
7:00pm: Youth Choir

Our choirs are made up of dedicated volunteers of all ages who generously share their time, talents and
love for the Church. United by a shared desire to serve, our singers and musicians strive to lead the faithful
in worship with humility, excellence, and devotion. Beyond Sunday Divine Liturgies, they serve at major
feast days, Holy Week, Christmas, Easter, parish celebrations, prayer evenings, devotional services, and
spiritual concerts, offering hymns in Syriac, Arabic, and English.

Choir ministry is an opportunity to grow in faith, deepen one’s understanding of the Maronite liturgy,
develop musical gifts and build community through service. As our parish family continues to grow, we
warmly welcome singers and musicians of all ages and experience levels to join this beautiful ministry and
help lead our community in prayer.
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LADIES OF OUR LADY

The Ladies of Our Lady is a devoted ministry of women united by faith and a shared commitment to serving
the Maronite community. Guided by the values of charity, compassion, and fellowship, our group seeks to
enrich parish life by creating opportunities that celebrate and support women while fostering a deeper
sense of connection within our community.

Through a variety of spiritual, social, and charitable initiatives, the Ladies of Our Lady endeavours to serve
with generosity and purpose. Our most notable event this year was held on 10 March to coincide with
International Women’s Day and in support of the Australian Gynaecological Cancer Foundation. The
evening was a remarkable expression of faith in action, and through the extraordinary generosity of
Maronite women, we were privileged to donate $18,881 to the Foundation.

Another notable event that the Ladies organised was our annual Mother’s Day Luncheon. This year we were
delighted to celebrate Mother’s at Sahra by the River in Parramatta. The day was filled with great food,
music and much joy as we celebrated the beautiful gift of motherhood.

We give thanks to God for the generosity of our community and the dedication of all who support the
Ladies of Our Lady. We remain committed to serving the Maronite Church with faith, humility, and love,
and we look forward to continuing this mission for many years to come.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S
DAY

In celebration of International Women’s Day 2026, the Ladies of Our Lady hosted a fundraising dinner on
March 10th at Oliveto Ristorante and Bar, in support of the Australian Gynaecological Cancer Foundation
(AGCF). The evening brought together 140 community members in a spirit of fellowship, unity and
purpose, honouring the strength and inspiration of women in our parish and beyond.
 
Guests heard from two AGCF speakers Dr Rosie McDonald and CEO Georgina Laverty-Bill, who provided an
overview of AGCF’s mission and the critical need for increased awareness of the signs and symptoms of the
eight gynaecological cancers, including cervical and ovarian cancers. Their message emphasised the
importance of women advocating for their own health; that is seeking medical advice if they experience
concerning symptoms or if something feels “off” about their health, to support prevention, early detection
and timely treatment.
 
AGCF is a national not‑for‑profit organisation that focuses on funding laboratory research into all eight
gynaecological cancers. With 31% of women diagnosed with a gynaecological cancer not surviving beyond
five years, AGCF’s work remains vital. AGCF also collaborates closely with other organisations such as Rare
Cancers Australia, Ovarian Cancer Australia and Cancer Australia, to ensure women have access to reliable
information and support.
 
Our community’s generosity shone brightly, raising $18,881 in donations. We extend our heartfelt thanks
to all who contributed, and a special acknowledgement to the two AGCF guest speakers as well as Father
Danny, Dean of Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral and his Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, for
their attendance and ongoing support.
 
To learn more about AGCF's work or how to support, please visit the AGCF website. Together, we continue
to give women hope. 
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HOLY COMMUNION

The First Holy Communion Committee supports children and their families as they journey towards the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, and Confirmation, where appropriate. Inspired by
the words, “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), our mission is to nurture each child’s faith,
deepen their love for Jesus Christ, and foster a lifelong relationship with Him through the Holy Eucharist.

Each year, the committee runs a comprehensive sacramental preparation program, featuring weekly
lessons for over 100 children and faith formation sessions for parents led by our clergy. We love bringing
together children from more than 18 schools, representing the Maronite Catholic, Roman Catholic, and
Orthodox traditions. A massive highlight for us this year was that First Holy Communion was celebrated by
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, which was accommodated by a change in date to May.
Following this, the children receiving First Holy Communion also took part in the annual Corpus Christi
celebrations, joining in Eucharistic Adoration and the parish procession.

As we look ahead to 2027, we are excited to implement a new, dedicated program for children with minor
special needs, using simplified teaching, visual resources, and tailored learning methods to help them
better understand and prepare to receive the Holy Eucharist with confidence and reverence.

We pray that every child continues to grow in faith, receive the Holy Eucharist regularly, and remain an
active member of the Church. For further information, please email the First Holy Communion Committee
at holycommunion@olol.org.au.
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EVENTS COMMITTEE
The Events Committee is committed to enriching the spiritual and community life of our parish through
thoughtful planning, collaboration, and service. Throughout the year, we help coordinate key liturgical
celebrations and community gatherings that bring parishioners together in faith, fellowship, and shared
purpose. Some of our key events include:

Hosanna Sunday processions and Passion Week services
Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon celebrations
Processions for the Feasts of Corpus Christi and the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Feast of the Assumption celebrations
Christmas Carols

Each of these occasions invites parishioners to participate more fully in the liturgical life of our Maronite
Church and to grow together as one community in Christ. In addition to coordinating parish-wide events,
the Events Committee supports other ministries with planning and coordination, helping ensure that
initiatives throughout the Church calendar run smoothly and successfully.

A significant highlight of the past year was the Feast of the Assumption, when unexpected poor weather
conditions required rapid, last-minute changes. What could have been a huge setback became a powerful
witness to the unity and dedication of our parish community. All committees came together with teamwork,  
and generosity. Plans were reworked and countless parishioners contributed to ensuring each celebration
remained reverent, joyful, and welcoming.

Through the resilience and cooperation of our community, the Feast of the Assumption was not only
successful but deeply moving. It stood as a testament to the work of our Lord through His people, reminding
us that even in challenging circumstances, grace leads the way and our community responds with faith.
The Events Committee remains committed to serving our parish with humility, creativity, and a spirit of
collaboration. We welcome new ideas and invite parishioners to share their gifts, time, and resources. To get
involved, please contact us at events@olol.org.au.
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The past year has been one of significant progress for the Stewardship Committee, with a continued focus
on strengthening the financial sustainability of the parish, enhancing our facilities, growing our businesses
and investing in the long-term future of Our Lady of Lebanon.

One of the year's standout achievements was the 2026 Grand Ball, which raised approximately $470,000
through the extraordinary generosity of our parish community, sponsors and supporters. This outstanding
result, together with expanded sponsorships, auctions and raffles, has strengthened the parish's capacity to
invest in future ministry and capital projects. We also introduced EFTPOS-enabled collection plates,
providing parishioners with greater choice and convenience in how they contribute to the parish.

Our parish businesses continued to perform strongly throughout the year. Five Loaves Café achieved
significant growth in sales while carefully managing the cost of goods and operating expenses, enabling it
to maintain strong profitability without compromising affordable pricing for parishioners. The Gift Shop
also expanded its range of religious gifts and devotional items, improving both the parish experience and
its contribution to parish revenue. 

The Committee also delivered several important infrastructure improvements. The Youth Centre
recladding project was successfully completed, alongside repairs to the church roof and rooftop access
surrounding the statue precinct, upgrades to the recreation room, and ongoing maintenance works to
ensure our parish facilities remain safe, functional and well maintained. Significant progress was also made
on the parish's long-term vision. The Master Plan reached a major milestone with approval of the
Development Application (DA) for the three level underground carpark and piazza, while planning
continued for the Heritage Centre, Chapel, ANZAC Memorial, Bell Tower and Gift Shop. At St Rita Mass
Centre, Guildford, renovation advanced, bringing a new place of worship closer to completion. 

These achievements reflect the dedication, generosity and faith of our clergy, staff, volunteers, donors and
parishioners. We look forward to what will be a defining year in the evolution of our Cathedral as we
commence the implementation of our Master Plan. Together, we continue to build a financially sustainable
parish, enhance our facilities and create a lasting legacy for future generations.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

54





The care, maintenance, and ongoing preservation of our church facilities remain a top priority. Throughout
the past year, our dedicated efforts have focused on ensuring that our spiritual home remains safe,
functional, and well-protected for generations to come, through a combination of major structural
upgrades, asset preservation interventions, and strict regulatory compliance. 

We are pleased to report a new safe access to the church roof has been successfully completed. A
permanent, secure pathway and structural access point have been installed, allowing maintenance teams
and contractors to navigate the area safely. This upgrade ensures full compliance with modern workplace
health and safety standards and lays the groundwork for all future high-level maintenance projects. With
safe access now fully established, our maintenance team is moving directly into the next vital stage of the
project: resolving existing roof leaks to stop water ingress and prevent further damage to our church
interior. 

To better protect and preserve our beautiful stained glass windows, new commercial-grade door closers
have recently been installed throughout the church. These heavy-duty closers prevent doors from
slamming due to wind or heavy use. By eliminating sudden structural vibrations, we are actively protecting
the delicate, historic leadlight and glass from long-term degradation and micro-fractures, ensuring their
beauty is preserved for future generations.

Great progress is also being made on enhancing our Youth Centre facilities, with a strong focus on energy
efficiency. The space has been outfitted with smart motion sensors for after-hours use, ensuring lighting
only operates when the area is actively occupied. This automation upgrade will significantly cut down on
electricity waste, lowering our ongoing utility costs. General upkeep remains a continuous priority to
ensure all parish spaces stay fresh and welcoming. As part of these ongoing maintenance efforts, the main
hall has recently been completely repainted as well as the ground floor, level 1, and level 2 of the Youth
Centre.

Looking ahead, we are planning a comprehensive upgrade of our audio-visual infrastructure. The current
sound systems in both the church hall and the Youth Centre are outdated, and updating these setups in the
near future will greatly enhance our services, youth group activities, and community events.

In alignment with our commitment to community safety, we have also successfully met all Annual Fire
Safety Statement (AFSS) statutory requirements. Thorough testing and certification were completed across
all critical site infrastructure, including the Fire Indicator Board (FIB) panel, emergency and exit lighting,
fire doors, and fire extinguishers. Keeping these essential systems fully compliant guarantees a safe,
welcoming, and secure environment for everyone in our community.
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Community Notification – OLOL Masterplan Update 
 
The 40 Alice Street project represents a significant redevelopment initiative incorporating a new multi-
level car park and Piazza, together with improvements to the existing church precinct, including the
Heritage Centre, Chapel extension and Bell Tower works. The project has progressed substantially through
the design and approvals phase, with a strong focus on resolving technical, servicing and construction
requirements prior to commencement of major works.
 
During the reporting period, the project team has advanced the detailed design and Construction
Certificate documentation across architectural, structural, civil, hydraulic, fire, mechanical and electrical
disciplines. Preliminary consultant coordination has been substantially completed, with consultant spatial
requirements and design mark-ups incorporated into the architectural documentation. Builder
procurement has also commenced, with a number of shortlisted builders reviewing the project and
undertaking preliminary cost assessments covering excavation, shoring, structural works, services and
associated construction packages.
 
A key milestone during the period was the approval of the Development Application for the Heritage
Centre extension, Chapel works and Bell Tower. This approval enables these components to progress into
the Construction Certificate and procurement phases and provides an opportunity to coordinate their
delivery with the broader redevelopment works.
 
The project is currently addressing two significant technical matters prior to finalisation of the
Construction Certificate: the location of an existing sewer adjacent to the basement and Council’s
requirements regarding basement tanking and groundwater management. Specialist investigations and
discussions with the relevant authorities are underway to establish the preferred solutions while
minimising impacts on the design, cost and programme.
 
Subject to resolution of these matters and final consultant coordination, the project team is nearing
Construction Certificate approval. Builder procurement is progressing in parallel, with the objective of
having a builder engaged during this period and construction commencing shortly thereafter.
 
The Stewardship extends its sincere appreciation to all stakeholders who have supported the Parish
throughout the project. We particularly acknowledge the generous contribution of our consultants who
have donated their professional services, together with parishioners who have contributed their time,
expertise and services to this important project.
 
Your continued support and commitment to the Masterplan is sincerely appreciated.



SAINT RITA MASS CENTRE



THE ROSES OF SAINT RITA

Throughout the past year, significant progress has continued on the development of the Mass Centre at 306
Woodville Road, Guildford, with completion anticipated in early 2027. The committee has actively
supported the establishment and growth of the Mass Centre through a range of spiritual, community, and
fundraising initiatives.

Highlights of the year included the successful celebration of Saint Rita's Feast Day, the Day with the Roses
community event, and the ongoing sale of Saint Rita merchandise, all of which contributed valuable funds
towards the development of our future spiritual home. The generosity of parishioners, supporters, and
volunteers has been instrumental in the success of these initiatives.

The committee also expanded the Mass Centre's communication and community engagement through the
establishment and continued growth of its Facebook and Instagram pages, together with a dedicated
WhatsApp community that keeps parishioners connected and informed of Masses, events, and parish
activities.

Looking ahead, preparations are well underway for the inaugural Saint Rita Maronite Catholic Church Gala
Dinner on 2 October 2026, which will serve as another important milestone in supporting the continued
development of the Mass Centre.

Together, we continue to build a vibrant faith community dedicated to Saint Rita and the future of our
parish.
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SAINT RITA CHURCH

The renovation and refurbishment works at the Saint Rita Mass Centre, Guildford, are progressing well,
with several significant milestones now successfully completed. This important project represents a major
investment in the future of the Parish and in providing a renewed and welcoming place of worship for the
faithful of the local community.

The works have involved the careful coordination of multiple trades, consultants and disciplines, with
particular attention given to the functionality, quality and sacred character of the space. The project team
has worked diligently to ensure that the renovated centre will provide a prayerful and dignified
environment that reflects the spiritual needs of the community while also supporting the pastoral life and
activities of the Parish.

Substantial progress has been achieved to date, with key elements of the renovation and refurbishment
now completed. The continued commitment of the project team, contractors, consultants, volunteers and
parishioners has been instrumental in maintaining momentum and ensuring that the project continues to
advance towards completion.

The renovation of Saint Rita Mass Centre is anticipated to be completed during the first quarter of 2027.
Once completed, the renewed facility will provide the Parish with an enhanced setting for the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy, prayer, pastoral activities and community gatherings, strengthening the presence and
mission of the Church in Guildford for many years to come.

The clergy and Stewardship Committee extend their sincere appreciation to all stakeholders who have
supported the Parish throughout this significant undertaking. In particular, we gratefully acknowledge the
generous contribution of our consultants who have donated their professional services to the project. We
also extend our heartfelt thanks to the contractors, tradespeople, volunteers and parishioners who have
generously contributed their time, expertise, resources and services. This project has demonstrated once
again the strength of our Parish community and what can be achieved when people generously offer their
gifts and talents for the service of the Church. The support received has been invaluable in helping to bring
the vision for the renewed Saint Rita Church closer to reality.
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FINANCIAL REPORTS



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW FOR
THE 2026 FINANCIAL YEAR

The Parish delivered a record financial performance in FY2026, resulting in a net income surplus of
$1,312,456. This was a significant turnaround from a deficit of $91,825 in FY2025. Revenue increased 22%
to $8,344,928 and expenses totalled $7,032,472.

A significant portion of this income surplus was driven by St Rita’s Church pledges and donations of
$607,000 and the Annual Grand Ball which raised $470,000 for the Our Lady of Lebanon Harris Park Master
Plan. Whist these are amazing contributions; we must maintain the momentum in raising funds for these
two vital projects which require substantial capital spend. 

Plate collections are up 24% to a record $1,320,969 with EFTPOS donations being a growing contributor.
We also had our first joint pilgrimage for St Rita’s, Guildford and Our Lady of Mercy, Goulburn this year.
Unfortunately, bad weather impacted Feast Week this year which resulted in limited events. 

Expenses have remained relatively stable year-on-year, with salaries marginally increasing by 3.5%. We
have also continued expenditure this year on church and liturgical supplies, including items such as altar
dressings, vestments, and other essential church items.

Five Loaves Café and the Giftshop performed strongly with sales increasing year-on-year, maintaining their
significant contributions towards the Parish.

As a conclusion, during FY2026:
Cash balances increased by $579,925 to $2,178,582.
Capital expenditure of $77,615 for an additional Parish car and Van, $26,016 on café upgrades and
$37,180 for improvements to the units at 58 Alice St, Harris Park. 
Capital works in progress for St Rita’s Church of $152,649. There have been numerous materials
donated or discounted and pro-bono services contributed to date. 
Loans decreased by $516,190 to $6,439,957 and monthly loan repayments currently are $83,238.

Patrick Kahwaji
PRK CONSULTING, Chartered Accountants
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INCOME STATEMENT

INCOME 2026 2025

Plate Collections 1,320,969 1,068,352

Donations 363,760 325,246

Functions & Fundraising 761,760 905,154

Giftshop Sales 974,533 831,485

Cafe Sales 2,215,090 2,126,722

Rental Income 706,940 638,109

Hall & Salon Income 117,564 119,518

Pilgrimage Income 658,322 0

Committee Contributions 550,463 411,970

St Rita's Pledges & Donations 607,477 315,538

Government Grants 0 49,500

Interest Received 26,600 17,848

Other Income 41,450 47,499

TOTAL INCOME 8,344,928 6,856,941

65



EXPENSE STATEMENT

SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 1,312,456 (91,825)

EXPENSES 2026 2025
Administration Expenses 176,234 209,468

Cleaning Expenses 165,720 161,953

Café Expenses 966,763 944,296

Church & Liturgical Supplies 164,582 127,877

Committee Expenses 381,276 327,655

Depreciation 119,027 119,497

Diocesan Expenses 150,000 171,103

Giftshop Supplies 431,078 363,860

Holy Communion Expenses 34,627 10,478

Insurance 191,351 161,235

Interest Expense 475,070 556,111

Motor Vehicle Expenses 32,254 40,321

Other Expenses 138,963 191,228

Parish Fundraising & Function
Expenses

213,002 250,937

Pilgrimage Expenses 618,449 0

Presbytery Supplies 75,441 76,339

Repairs & Maintenance 126,909 118,922

Repairs & Maintenance - PCYC
Cladding

37,255 706,434

Salaries & Allowances
(Parish, Giftshop & Café)

1,639,632 1,584,014

Security 88,191 49,276

Superannuation 188,735 167,078

Stipends & Supplements 401,096 406,418

St Rita Expenses 26,027 50,053

Utilities 190,790 154,212

TOTAL EXPENSES 7,032,471 6,948,766
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BANK BALANCES
BANK ACCOUNT 2026 2025

DDF Main 2080 81,420 83,575

DDF Media 4693 6,276 2,172

DDF Projects 5748 1,099,493 546,043

BOS 1079912 44,223 43,949

DDF Liturgical 6617 23,067 14,430

DDF Giftshop 4887 69,682 174,615

DDF Cafe 5660 95,605 190,271

DDF Men's Ministry 7733 1,861 669

DDF F&L 3762 9,576 8,037

DDF HOE 4105 11,256 7,763

DDF Language 3296 80,084 79,974

DDF Sodality 3405 162,307 131,960

DDF Teens 4293 5,884 20,208

DDF Fersan 3325 27,234 17,128

DDF Youth 2470 63,102 30,877

DDF Ladies 7660 59,869 63,970

DDF Seniors 7219 4,376 1,354

DDF Family 7653 9,816 12,781

DDF Road to Emmaus 7736 1,656 947

DDF St Rita's 7652 320,679 167,934

DDF MAM 7731 104 0

DDF FDW 7833 1,012 0

2,178,582 1,598,657
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LAND AND BUILDINGS
VALUES
LAND AND BUILDINGS 2026 2025

Land - 40 to 46 Alice St (at valn) 14,699,440 14,699,440

L&B-306 Woodville Rd,Guildford
(at cost)

3,165,765 3,165,765

L&B - 58 Alice St (at valn) 3,100,000 3,100,000

Buildings - Church, Hall & CC (at
valn)

16,187,000 16,187,000

Buildings - Carpark (at valn) 4,490,000 4,490,000

Buildings - PCYC (at valn) 6,175,000 6,175,000

Buildings - Ancillary (at valn) 361,000 361,000

48,178,205 48,178,205
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BORROWINGS

LOANS 2026 2025
MONTHLY

REPAYMENTS

Community Centre loan 2,784,308 3,069,265 40,000

Units (58 Alice St) loan 885,342 990,010 15,000

St Rita's loan 2,770,307 2,896,872 28,238

6,439,957 6,956,146 83,238
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PARISH BUSINESSES



The Gift Shop experienced strong sales growth throughout FY26. Despite increasing operating costs,
particularly in wages and goods, the business achieved higher overall revenue and sustained strong
community engagement by expanding its product variety and event offerings.

Gift Shop Performance
Sales Revenue: FY26 total sales revenue reached $974,533, representing a 17.0% increase versus
$831,485 in FY25.
Net Profit: FY26 net profit remained solid with a slight decrease from last year. This was anticipated
due to a significant rise in COGS and wages. Nonetheless, a solid result allowing us to reinvest back
into our Parish activities. 

Key growth drivers included:
Christmas Market: Successfully introduced to attract increased customer traffic and generate
additional seasonal revenue.
Expanded Product Range: Contributed positively to sales by offering greater variety and enhancing the
overall shopping experience.
Online Sales & Social Media: Online orders increased significantly through prioritised fulfillment,
timely delivery, and promotional discounts. This was supported by regular Facebook and Instagram
updates that boosted community awareness and parishioner engagement.

Operating Costs
Profit margins were heavily impacted by rising costs across several key areas. Inflationary pressures and
supplier costs drove up COGS. 

Furthermore, following a completed staff wage review and the recent absence of volunteers who had
previously assisted with operations, total wage costs surged. Interestingly, general operating expenses saw
a reduction, though this was not enough to offset the increases in COGS and wages. 

Despite these higher costs and increased customer discounts, the overall performance of the Gift Shop
remained profitable, with total sales volume confidently exceeding the previous year's results.

Looking Ahead
The coming year will focus on strengthening parishioner loyalty and sustaining the momentum of our
digital and physical sales channels. Planned initiatives include:

Continuing to expand and optimise online orders and delivery times.
Maintaining and growing our social media presence to highlight new products.
Leveraging targeted discounts to reward loyal parishioners and encourage repeat business
Evaluating future community events to replicate the success of the Christmas Market and innovating
with new offerings

OLOL GIFT SHOP 
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FIVE LOAVES CAFÉ 

Five Loaves Café continued to demonstrate strong growth throughout the 2025/2026 financial year. Despite
increasing operating costs, particularly in wages and goods, the business achieved higher revenue and
sustained strong profitability while maintaining competitive pricing for our parishioners and local
community. 

Sales Revenue: FY26 sales revenue reached $2,215,090 (exc. GST), representing a 4 % increase versus
$2,126,722 in FY25.
Net Profit: FY26 net profit remained solid, with a slight decrease from last year. This marginal
tightening was anticipated due to the rise in COGS, wages, and general operating costs.
Catering: Remained our strongest growth area, driven by customer referrals and word-of-mouth.
À La Carte & Uber Eats: Both channels saw steady sales increases, contributing heavily to overall
revenue.
Consistent Pricing: Menu prices remained largely unchanged. Building Parishioner trust on pricing has
driven greater amount of transactions through the café. 

Inflationary pressures drove an increase to total COGS and general operating expenses. Furthermore, a
staff salary restructure increased total wage costs with some specific months experiencing wage surges of
up to 20%. Despite these higher costs, strong sales volume ensured healthy profitability. Crucially, profits
continue to be reinvested to support ongoing café improvements and parish upkeep.

The coming year will focus on strengthening the customer experience and long-term sustainability.
Planned initiatives include:

Refreshing café furniture and furnishings.
Introducing new seasonal menu items.
Enhancing service through peak traffic periods
Continuing to grow our catering operations.
Maintaining a strong focus on customer experience

Funded through reinvested profits, these initiatives ensure the café remains vibrant while actively
supporting the wider mission of the parish.
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PARISH PARTNERS



Dear Parishoners,

Throughout 2025 and 2026 Maronite College of the Holy Family and Our Lady of Leabon Parish were
anticipating the news that the Founder of the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family,
Patriarch Elias Howayek, would be declared ‘Blessed’ by the Pope. We celebrated on 22 May 2026 the great
announcement which acknowledges the holy work of the Patriarch, who is now one step away from
Sainthood. He is remembered as a man of dialogue, pastoral charity and evangelical poverty, widely revered
as a Lebanese 'founding father'. One of his many profound quotes shows the humility of Blessed Patriarch
Elias Howayek:

For if I say, ‘I am a saint’ through my great efforts, it is the language of arrogance and pride. If I say, ‘I am
not a saint’, then I am denying the grace and am not grateful. Therefore, you must declare and say that you
have obtained talents from God. These talents are not from you, but are given to you through God’s
generosity, so it follows you must neither be proud, nor unappreciative. - Letter of Patriarch Elias Howayek

Continuing his Spirit, the Sisters and MCHF, have worked collaboratively with the Parish, at the spiritual
and pastoral level. 

Over the 2025-2026 year, opportunities for partnerships included:
Regular Masses including daily Mass at MCHF Chapel and College Masses in the Co-Cathedral 
Reconciliation for year cohorts
Reflection days with our College Chaplain and Parish Priests providing sessions to guide our students
Mother’s day, Father’s Day and Grandparents Day Mass and morning tea celebrations
Year 4 Holy Communion took place on 16 May 2026 with Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay presiding. It
was a beautiful participation in the Eucharistic Sacrament. 
Collaboration with the annual ANZAC Mass and morning tea event
Regular visits by our students to the Aged Care facility, where they thoroughly enjoy engaging with the
elderly
Assisting with parish events including feast week
Teachers of MCHF who volunteer their time to be part of the parish committees including Fersen,
Teens etc.
Sisters assisting with Mass and the many groups and events at the Parish
Together, lobbying the Government regarding decisions that impact on our spiritual and cultural
growth of our Maronite community

It is wonderful to see many of our former students continue to engage in the Parish as volunteers or as
parents.

I take this opportunity to thank the Dean of the Co-Cathedral, Fr Danny Nouh, our College Chaplain Fr
Charbel Dib, and all the clergy who have worked closely with the Sisters, Board Directors, staff, students
and parents of Maronite College of the Holy Family. We look forward to a continued nurturing of our
community through ongoing spiritual and pastoral activities. 

Sr Margaret Ghosn
Principal 

MARONITE COLLEGE OF THE
HOLY FAMILY (MCHF)
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HEAVEN ON EARTH

Heaven on Earth Missions is a registered not-for-profit organisation committed to responding to the needs
of people experiencing hardship, both locally and internationally. Guided by our faith, we work to bring
practical relief, restore dignity, and share hope with individuals and families facing challenging
circumstances.

Through our regular Homeless Feed Program, volunteers prepare and distribute freshly cooked meals and
essential care packs to people experiencing homelessness and financial hardship every Monday evening in
Liverpool, Friday evening, and Saturday morning in Parramatta. In addition, we assist families in crisis by
providing furniture, household appliances, clothing, and other essential items that help create a safe and
stable home environment.

Beyond Australia, our ministry continues through humanitarian missions in Lebanon and Fiji. These
initiatives provide financial assistance, essential supplies, and direct support to families, educational
institutions, and aged care facilities. During the past year, we were privileged to partner with the eparchy
and Maronites on a Mission by sending shipping containers of humanitarian aid to South Lebanon,
delivering much-needed assistance to communities affected by ongoing hardship.

Everything we do is driven by a desire to reflect Christ’s love through compassionate action. By extending
practical care and building meaningful relationships, Heaven on Earth Missions seeks to strengthen lives,
restore hope, and ensure that those in need know they are not alone.

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will reward them for what they have done.”
Proverbs 19:17
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